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1. Act of evil - On the Delhi blast

General Studies 3 - Internal Security
Topic - Security challenges and their management in border areas; linkages of organized crime with
terrorism.

Delhi Car Blast - Analysis and Counterterrorism Framework
Introduction

The car explosion near Red Fort, Delhi, on November 10, 2025, has been classified as a terror act
under the UAPA. This incident, which killed 13 people, highlights the persistent threat of terrorism in urban
centers. It underscores the urgent need for a response that is not only robust and coordinated but also
transparent, aiming to reinforce social harmony as a key component of national security.

1. The Incident and Immediate Response

What - A car explosion in a moving vehicle.

When & Where = November 10, 2025, near Red Fort, Delhi.

Impact - 13 people killed, several others injured.

Legal Action - The incident is being treated as a terror attack, with police invoking -

The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).

The Explosives Act.

Investigation - The National Investigation Agency (NIA), India's premier counter-terrorist task force, has
taken charge of the probe.

2. Political and Public Reactions

Government Stance - Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah have assured the
public that the culprits will be brought to justice.

Opposition Stand - Opposition parties have called for accountability from the government and
demanded transparency in the investigation process.

Official Appeal - Authorities have urged both the media and the public to avoid speculation and focus
on maintaining peace and calm, highlighting the risk of misinformation.

3. Initial Findings and Terror, Links

Main Suspect - The primary suspect has been identified as Umar-un-=Nabi, a doctor from Pulwama,
Jammu & Kashmir, who died in the blast.

Terror Network - Initial findings suggest the suspect was part of a broader terror ring that was allegedly
planning multiple strikes across India.

Investigation Status - A clearer picture of the network, motives, and larger conspiracy is expected to
emerge as the NIA completes its initial probe and releases official details.

4. Broader Context and Significance

Disturbing Trend - While organized terror attacks have recently been largely confined to conflict zones,
this blast in the national capital marks a disturbing escalation.

Goals of Terrorism - Such incidents are strategically designed to achieve multiple objectives -

1. Spread widespread fear and panic among the public.

2. Create communal tension and social division.

3. Challenge the authority and legitimacy of the state.

5. India's Counterterrorism (CT) Framework and Challenges
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Legal Measures - The government (since 2014) has focused on strengthening legal frameworks,
including the UAPA.

Goal - To empower investigators, disrupt terror plots, and ensure swift prosecution.

Challenge - Persistent concerns regarding the impact of these strong laws on civil liberties.
Security Operations - Central and State security forces maintain enhanced vigilance and coordination.
Recent Success - The text notes that recent operations successfully foiled a potential chemical terror
plot, leading to the seizure of arms and explosives across different states.

6. Strategic Imperatives - A Multi-Pronged Approach

Beyond Policing - The incident serves as a reminder that policing and security operations alone cannot
guarantee comprehensive national security.

Essential Components - An effective strategy requires -

Political Outreach - Engaging with all communities to build bridges.

Social Trust-Building - Countering the narrative of division that terrorism feeds on.

Community Cooperation - Encouraging public vigilance and partnership with security forces.
Reinforcing Legitimacy - Terrorism’s primary goal is to erode state authority and trigger social chaos.
Therefore, an effective CT response must actively strengthen public confidence and promote social
harmony.

Policy Priorities - The immediate priority must be a rapid, transparent investigation, followed by clear
communication from authorities and the implementation of inclusive policy measures.

7. Way Forward and Conclusion

Holistic Strategy - India’s counterterrorism response must be a blend of three core elements -

1. Intelligence Efficiency

2. Legal Accountability

3. Social Resilience

Core Objective - The ultimate goal must be to prevent polarisation and safeguard India’s democratic

fabric.

True Resilience - The Red Fort blast is a grim reminder that the menace of terrorism persists. True

national resilience is achieved not just through security preparedness, but by -

1. Upholding peace and preventing social fragmentation.

2. Ensuring national security measures reinforce (and do not undermine) democratic trust.

3. Fostering social harmony, which remains the most essential component of any long-term
counterterrorism strategy.

Source - https - //www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/act-of-evil-on-the-delhi-

blast/article70267454.ece

2. Red Fort blast - After14.years of calm in Delhi;one night of fear rekindles

security concerns

General Studies 3 - Internal Security

Topic - hallenges to internal security (terrorism); Linkages of organized crime with terrorism; Security
challenges and their management.

Urban Terrorism - An Evolving Threat and Framework for Response
Introduction

The Red Fort explosion (November 2025) serves as a critical reminder that terrorism, particularly
in urban settings, is hot a vanquished threat but an adaptive and persistent one. It exposes the need for
India’s security response to move beyond reactive measures towards a "whole-of-nation” strategy that
is constantly evolving, integrating technology, societal resilience, and institutional preparedness.

1. The Evolving Nature of Urban Terrorism

The article argues that urban terrorism has not been eliminated; it merely mutates, goes latent,
and resurfaces using new modalities.
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Psychological Aim - Urban attacks are designed to shatter the sense of safety that underpins
commerce, mobility, and normal civic life. Even small-scale strikes can deliver an outsized political and
psychological impact.

Operational Evolution - Terror networks are shifting tactics -

From - Mass, complex, coordinated attacks.

To - Decentralised cells, lone-actor operations, and hybrid tactics (using IEDs, small arms, or
incendiaries).

Key Enablers -

Technology - Social media and encrypted messaging are used for radicalization, recruitment, and
operational coordination.

Networks - Cross-border logistics, petty criminal networks (for procurement), illicit finance, and
narcotics channels provide material support.

Symbolic Geography - Attacks are often aimed at symbolic public spaces (monuments, metro stations,
markets) to undermine civic confidence and deliberately provoke social polarisation.

2. India's Counterterrorism (CT) Posture - Achievements vs. Gaps
While India has successfully reduced the footprint of organized terror groups, the ideological and
financial ecosystems sustaining them remain resilient.
Achievements - A dramatic decline in large-scale terror enclaves in many regions. Effective disruption
of several organized terrorist groups. Stronger prosecution mechanisms, notably through the National
Investigation Agency (NIA). Enhanced counter-radicalisation drives by security agencies.
Persistent Gaps -
Urban Preparedness - Many cities lack integrated counter-terror capabilities, including -
1. Specialized rapid-response teams.
2. Sufficient Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) capacity.
3. Mobile, rapid-deployment forensic readiness.
4. Integrated public-alert systems.
Intelligence Fusion - While intelligence collection is strong, its real-time integration across Centre, State,
and municipal agencies remains a weakness. This gap prevents raw data from being converted into
actionable interdictions.
Legal & Prosecution Bottlenecks
1. Challenges in digital and physical evidence collection.
2. Lack of robust witness protection schemes.
3. Delays in speedy trials for terror-related cases.
Socio-Political Vulnerabilities - -Recruitment continues to be fed by -
1. A sense of alienation or marginalization.
2. Economic grievances.
3. The pervasive spread of online radical content.

3. Strategic and Operational Implications (The Way Forward)

A comprehensive response must be multi-layered, combining security, technology, and societal
engagement.
1. Integrated Urban Security Architecture - Institutionalise "Urban Security Cells" in cities. This cell must
fuse inputs from local police, traffic management, city planners, public transport authorities, and
intelligence agencies.
Goal - To create layered protection for critical nodes (e.g., stations, markets, monuments).
2. Enhance Technical Capacity
Forensics & EOD - Invest in rapid-deployment mobile forensic labs, more mobile EOD teams, and
regional hubs to cut response times. Create a national registry of trained specialists.
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Intelligence & Al - Develop secure, interoperable platforms that (with strict privacy safeguards) use Al
and predictive analytics to correlate diverse data streams (intelligence, CCTV, transit metadata,
financial red-flags) to detect threat patterns.
3. Strengthen Legal and Societal Frameworks
Community Policing - Promote citizen vigilance without resorting to profiling. Run public awareness
campaigns on identifying suspicious indicators and appropriate first-response behaviour to reduce
panic.
Legal Reforms - Implement fast-track special courts for terror cases, establish robust witness protection
schemes, and improve forensic evidence rules to secure higher conviction rates.
4. Counter-Radicalisation and Online Governance

Actively tackle online grooming and extremist propaganda.Develop effective de-radicalisation
programmes and counter-narratives, especially.in regional languages. Create rehabilitation pathways
for low-level foot soldiers.
5. National and International Cooperation
Diplomacy - Intensify intelligence sharing, border surveillance, and diplomatic pressure on states that
enable extremist logistics and financing.
Contingency Planning = Integrate NDMA and State DMA machinery into counter-terror contingency
plans to manage mass casualties, hospital surge capacity, and unified media messaging during a crisis.
4. High-Dividend Measures for Urban Resilience
"Soft Infrastructure” Design - Utilize urban design to reduce targetability (e.g., standoff zones, hardened
utility rooms, screened entry points) while ensuring public spaces remain open and welcoming.
Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) - Engage private entities (metros, railways, malls, event managers) in
mandatory security audits. Incentivize private investment in modern surveillance and trained rapid-
response teams.
Research & Training - Establish a national, multi-disciplinary "Centre for Urban Terrorism Studies” to
train police, first responders, judges, and media on evidence-based responses.
Resilience Metrics - Develop city-level indices to monitor preparedness (e.g., average emergency
response time, forensic turnaround time, vaccination of first responders).

Conclusion

The Red Fort incident confirms that terrorism is an adaptive and enduring challenge that cannot
be defeated by force alone. The most effective solution lies in building deep societal and institutional
resilience. This requires acalm, systematic, and rights-respecting approach that.marries advanced
technology, intelligence fusion, legal reforms, and community trust, rather than relying on reactive
postures or polarising rhetoric.
Source - https - //indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/red-fort=blast-after-14-years-of-calm-
in-delhi-terrorism-10358593/
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