2. Blue NDC - Environment

17 nations join Blue NDC Challenge as ocean breakthroughs unveil global plan for accelerating
marine climate action. The Blue NDC Challenge, led by France and Brazil, urges nations to integrate
ocean-based solutions into their climate pledges (NDCs) to leverage the ocean's capacity as a carbon
sink and heat buffer. While political momentum is growing with 17 nations joining, significant gaps
remain in financing and mitigation strategies like offshore energy and shipping decarbonization.

1. Context and Launch
Event - COP30 held in Belém, Brazil.
Action - 17 countries (including France and Brazil) formally joined the Blue NDC Challenge.
Objective - To accelerate and mainstream ocean-based climate actions into national policies.
2. Background - The Shift in Climate Policy
Under the Paris Agreement (2015), countries submit Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Historically, these have focused on land and energy sectors, often overlooking the ocean.

Feature Historical Climate Policy Blue NDC Approach

Focus Areas Primarily focused on Land (forestry, Integrates Oceans as a central pillar
agriculture) and Energy sectors. of climate action.

Regulation Overlooked the critical climate-regulating Recognizes oceans as a major
functions of the high seas and coastal zones. | carbon sink and heat buffer.

Policy Standard NDCs focusing on terrestrial Mainstreaming ocean solutions into

Mechanism emissions. the existing NDC framework.

3. About the Blue NDC Challenge

Launch Details

Initiated by - France and Brazil.

Time & Place - Launched in June 2025 at the Third UN Ocean Conference (UNOC 3) in Nice, France.
Core Mandate - It calls on nations to explicitly integrate ocean-based climate solutions into their
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).

Institutional Support - The initiative is backed by the Ocean Resilience and Climate Alliance (ORCA),
which includes

1.  Ocean Conservancy

2. The Ocean and Climate Platform

3. World Resources Institute (WRI)

Participating Nations - A coalition of 17 countries, including -

Leaders - France, Brazil.

Others - Australiq, Fiji, Kenya, Mexico, Seychelles, etc.

4. The Blue NDC Taskforce

To ensure the initiative moves from “pledge” to "action,” a dedicated taskforce has been established.
Primary Purpose -
Mobilize Political Leadership-Keep Ocean issues on the high-level agenda.
Unlock Finance - Address the funding gap for marine projects.
Technical Support - Assist countries in drafting ocean-inclusive policies.
Core Focus Areas -
1. Linking Ocean Resilience to broader economic goals.
2. Clean Energy Expansion (Offshore wind, tidal energy).
3. Job Creation in the Blue Economy.
4. Coastal Community Development.

5. The Role of Oceans in Climate Regulation

Understanding why oceans are critical to the climate fight -
Carbon Sink - Oceans absorb nearly 30% of global Carbon Dioxide (CO2) emissions, significantly
lowering atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations.



Heat Buffer - They absorb more than 90% of the excess heat generated by global warming, stabilizing
Earth's temperatures.
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Statistics

Integration Status - 90% of countries
now include some ocean priorities in
their NDCs. In the 2025 NDC update, 61 out of 66 reporting countries incorporated ocean-based actions.
Mitigation Potential - Ocean-based solutions can provide up to 35% of the global emissions reductions
needed to limit warming to 1.5°C by 2050.
7. Relevance for India

India’'s geography and economy make it a prime candidate for the Blue NDC framework.
Geographical Vulnerability -
Coastline - Extensive 7,500+ km coastline covering nine maritime states and Union Territories.
Threats - Highly vulnerable to sea-level rise, coastal erosion, and intensifying cyclones.
Ecological Assets (Mangroves) - India hosts the Sundarbans, one of the world’s largest mangrove
ecosystems.
Function - They act as powerful natural carbon sinks (Blue Carbon) and physical buffers against
flooding.
Blue Economy Potential - Oceans are central to India’s economic growth through -
1. Fisheries and Aquaculture.
2. Coastal Tourism.
3. Marine Biotechnology.
4. Seabed Mineral exploration.
5. Offshore Renewable Energy (Wind/Solar).
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. Challenges and Gaps in Ocean Climate Action

Despite progress, significant structural and financial gaps remain.
Challenge Area Description
Adaptation vs. Current Focus - Most NDCs focus on Adaptation (protecting coasts).
Mitigation Imbalance | The Gap - Mitigation strategies are underrepresented, specifically -
- Offshore renewables.
- Decarbonization of shipping.
- Low-carbon aquatic food systems.
Finance Deficit Despite the high potential (35% emission reduction), ocean-related climate
finance accounts for less than 1% of global climate funding flows.
Source - https -//www.downtoearth.org.in/environment/17-nations-join-blue-ndc-challenge-as-

ocean-breakthroughs-unveil-global-plan-for-accelerating-marine-climate-action
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