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General Studies 2 - International Relation Topic - Effect of policies and politics of developed and
developing countries on India’s interests.

Introduction - A Diplomatic Rupture

As of November 29, 2025, the geopolitical landscape in East Asia has destabilized significantly
due to a sharp escalation in tensions between China and Japan. The crisis was precipitated by a major
shift in Japan's foreign policy rhetoric regarding Taiwan, leading to one of the most serious diplomatic
confrontations between the two Asian giants in years. This standoff threatens to undo decades of
‘strategic ambiguity” and places regional security at risk.

1. The Trigger - Japan'’s Strategic Shift

The Statement - On November 7, 2025, Japan’s new Prime Minister, Sanae Takaichi, explicitly stated that
any Chinese military action against Taiwan would constitute a threat to Japan’s national survival.
Implied Intervention - The PM hinted at possible Japanese military intervention in such a scenario.

End of Ambiguity - This marks a historic departure from Japan’s decades-old policy of "strategic
ambiguity,” representing the first time a Japanese Prime Minister has openly declared a stance on the
Taiwan conflict.

2. China’s Multi-Pronged Retaliation

Beijing viewed the Japanese statement as a direct challenge to its sovereignty and responded
aggressively -

Diplomatic - Demanded an immediate retraction of the statement.

Economic - Imposed a ban on Japanese seafood imports.

Social - Issued travel advisories discouraging Chinese citizens from visiting Japan.

Military Warning - Explicitly warned that any Japanese military involvement in Taiwan would be
categorized and treated as an act of aggression.

3. Military and Territorial Escalation

Missile Allegations - Beijing accused Japan of planning to deploy missiles on Yonaguni Island (Japan's
westernmost inhabited island, very close to Taiwan), labeling it a "dangerous move.”

Maritime Patrols - China has intensified Coast Guard patrols near the disputed Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands.
Sovereignty Violation - Japan claims these increased patrols are a direct violation of its territorial
waters.

4. Historical Context - The Roots of Mistrust

The current anger is deeply rooted in the unhealed wounds of history -

Colonial Legacy - China harbors deep resentment over Japan'’s colonial rule in East Asia, particularly the
rule over Taiwan from 1895 to 1945 (following the Treaty of Shimonoseki).

One-China Policy - Post-WWII, Taiwan returned to Chinese control but became self-ruled after the
Kuomintang's retreat in 1949. While Taiwan functions as a self-governing entity, Beijing views it as a core
sovereignty issue.

Global Stance - The global community generally acknowledges the "One-China policy,” a delicate
diplomatic balance that has preserved stability in the Taiwan Strait for decades.

5. The Economic Paradox
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Interdependence - Despite the volatile political atmosphere, the two nations remain deeply
economically intertwined.

Trade Volume - Annual bilateral trade exceeds $300 billion.

Risk - The clash between PM Takaichi (a known nationalist) and China’s assertive leadership risks
decoupling this economic relationship, which would be detrimental to the global economy.

6. Way Forward

Preserving the Status Quo - A quick resolution to the sovereignty of Taiwan is unlikely. Therefore,
maintaining the current status quo is the only viable path for immediate peace.

Balancing Act - Stability requires a delicate balance between -

1. China'’s territorial claims.

2. Taiwan’s self-rule.

3. The United States’ strategic ambiguity.

De-escalation - Both nations must prioritize de-escalation and attempt to shield economic
collaboration from geopolitical friction.

Role of the U.S. - As Japan'’s treaty ally, the U.S. plays a critical role. It must balance its security
commitments to Japan with diplomatic efforts to prevent a miscalculation that could trigger a broader
regional war.

Conclusion

The China-Japan standoff highlights the fragility of East Asian stability. The convergence of
unresolved historical grievances, rising nationalism in Japan, and the sensitive Taiwan question has
created a powder keg. To prevent a broader regional confrontation, all parties must exercise restraint,
prioritize economic pragmatism over nationalist rhetoric, and return to a framework of diplomatic
dialogue.

Source - https -//www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/tense-waters-on-china-japan-

tensions/article70335160.ece

2. In thinking of the good death, what are the lines we ought to draw? -(IE)

General Studies 4 - Ethics Topic - Ethics and Human Interface; Ethical concerns
and dilemmas in government and private institutions.

Introduction - The Global Discourse

The debate on Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID) and the "Right to Die with Dignity" has gained
renewed global attention. This discourse is often triggered by high-profile cases, such as that of David
Malone, a former Canadian diplomat who chose assisted dying following an early-stage Alzheimer’s
diagnosis. The narrative contrasts the increasingly liberal frameworks in the West with the restrictive
norms prevalent in Asig, including India. It highlights a critical need to navigate the complex moral
intersection between individual autonomy and institutional responsibility.

1. Conceptual Distinction - MAID vs. Suicide

To understand the policy implications, a clear distinction is drawn between assisted dying and suicide -
Health-Centric Decision - MAID is legally permitted specifically for cases of terminal iliness or severe
physical impairment. Unlike suicide, the decision is inextricably linked to an irreversible health condition.
Autonomy over Escapism - While suicide is often an escape from non-health-related distress
(emotional, financial, or social), MAID is framed as an assertion of autonomy and dignity in the face of
inevitable suffering.

2. Comparative Global Practices

The legal landscape varies significantly across nations -
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Restrictive/Conditional (e.g., Britain) - Permitted only for terminal ilinesses with a prognosis of six
months or less.

Liberal Regimes (e.g., Canada, Netherlands, Switzerland) - These nations have broader criteria. In the
Netherlands, MAID has become normalized to the extent that it accounts for approximately 5% of all
deaths.

The Asian Context - Most of Asig, including India, maintains strict legal prohibitions and restrictive
frameworks regarding active assistance in dying.

3. The Indian Context - Tradition vs. Modernity

India possesses a dualistic relationship with the concept of voluntary death -

Philosophical Heritage - India has a rich history of contemplating the "good death.’

Ram’s Jal Samadhi - The voluntary ending of life by Lord Ram.

Jain Santhara - The practice of voluntary fasting to death to purge karma.

Modern Discourse - Thinkers like Minoo Masani (founder of the Society for the Right to Die with Dignity)
have long argued for the moral imperative to discuss death openly. The goal is to move away from
stigmatization toward a dignified end-of-life framework.

4. Key Ethical and Policy Challenges

The central debate revolves around where to draw the ethical line -

Autonomy vs. Social Failure - A major concern is whether the “choice’ to die is truly free. There is a risk
that vulnerable individuals may opt for MAID due to social failure—such as loneliness, poverty, or a lack
of quality palliative care—rather than medical necessity.

The Privatization of Death - Death is increasingly becoming a private, medicalized affair. This shift
makes it difficult for society to engage in shared ethical debates or construct a "public meaning” around
mortality.

The Palliative Paradox - Hospice and palliative care advocates often oppose MAID, arguing that the
focus should remain on care and pain management rather than facilitating death.

5. Central Argument

Balancing Act - The right to die with dignity is not an absolute liberty; it must be balanced against
societal, institutional, and moral considerations.
External Influences - Ethical lines are porous. A patient's autonomy can be heavily influenced by
external inequities, institutional neglect, and the burden of care on families.
Conclusion and Way Forward

The editorial serves as a clarion call for India to engage in deeper philosophical, legal, and ethical
discussions on assisted dying.
Safeguards - While respecting individual autonomy is crucial, rigorous safeguards are necessary to
ensure choices are not driven by social vulnerability.
Policy Goal - India has the potential to frame a policy that is culturally sensitive yet ethically robust,
ensuring that the "right to die” does not become a symptom of the state's failure to care for the living.
Source - https -//indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/in-thinking-of-the-good-death-what-

are-the-lines-we-ought-to-draw-10392051/
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