
 

6. Mahad Satyagraha- History 
The Mahad Satyagraha (1927) was a foundational non-violent movement led by Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar to assert the rights of Dalits to access public water sources, effectively challenging the caste 
hierarchy. This satyagraha served as a moral blueprint for India's Constitution, influencing the inclusion 
of fundamental rights like equality and the abolition of untouchability. 
Context and Overview 
Current Relevance- Scholars are currently revisiting the Mahad Satyagraha to understand its profound 
contribution to India’s constitutional philosophy and the ethics of human rights. 
Event Definition- It was a historic, non-violent protest led by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in March 1927. 
Core Objective- The movement challenged caste discrimination by demanding that "untouchables" be 
allowed to use the public water tank (Chavdar Lake) in Mahad, which had been forbidden to them. 
Geographical and Historical Setting 
Location- Mahad is a town located in the Raigad district of Maharashtra. 
Historical Significance- Even before Ambedkar, Mahad was a significant center for anti-caste activism. 
It was home to early social reformers such as- Gopalbaba Walangkar,N. M. Joshi,Sambhaji Gaikwad 
Background of the Movement 
The Trigger- Denial of Basic Rights 
Water Access- Dalits were routinely and systemically denied access to public water sources, such as 
the Chavdar Tank, due to entrenched practices of untouchability. 
Legislative Precursors 
Bole Resolution (1923)- Introduced by S. K. Bole. It officially permitted untouchables access to public 
places, including shared wells and tanks. 
Municipal Board Order (1926)- The Mahad Municipal Board passed an order in 1926 to open the 
Chavdar Tank to people of all castes. Despite this order, upper-caste groups vehemently opposed its 
implementation. 
Launch and Events of the Satyagraha 
Phase 1- The Water Satyagraha 
Start Date- The movement, also known as the Chavdar Tank Satyagraha, began on March 20, 1927. 
Leadership- Dr. B. R. Ambedkar led a group of nearly 2,500 Dalits. 
The Symbolic Act- Ambedkar marched to the Chavdar Tank and drank water from it. This act was a 
powerful symbolic assertion of equality and a direct challenge to caste purity norms. 
Backlash- Upper-caste groups responded by performing "purification rituals" on the tank, claiming it 
had been polluted. 
Phase 2- Escalation (Mahad 2.0) 
Ambabai Temple Satyagraha (Nov 1927)- Following violent attacks on Dalits after the first phase, 
Ambedkar supported Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh’s movement to enter the Ambabai Temple. 
Burning of Manusmriti (Dec 1927)- On December 25, 1927, Ambedkar and his followers publicly burned 
the Manusmriti.  
Significance- This was a rejection of the text that provided the ideological and religious basis for the 
caste hierarchy. 
Commemoration- This day is observed as Manusmriti Dahan Din. 
Ideological Framework 
Gender Equality- Ambedkar emphasized that human rights must include gender equality, positioning 
women as central actors in the struggle for social justice. 
Philosophical Roots- 
Western Influence- Drawn from French revolutionary ideals (Liberty, Equality, Fraternity). 
Eastern Roots- Rooted in Buddhist values of Dignity and Maitri (compassion). 
New Political Consciousness- Mahad is considered the birthplace of a new, rights-based Dalit 
movement characterized by deeper political awareness. 



 

Legal and Constitutional Outcomes 
Area of Impact Details 
Legal Affirmation In December 1937, the Bombay High Court ruled that untouchables had the legal 

right to access water from the Chavdar Tank. 
Constitutional 
Template 

The values of the Satyagraha became the moral template for the Indian Constitu-
tion- 
1. Liberty- Freedom from caste oppression. 
2. Equality- Civil rights for all castes and genders 
3. Fraternity- Maitri/Manuski as social bonding. 

Fundamental 
Rights 

The movement influenced key Constitutional Articles- 
Article 14 (Equality before law) 
Article 15 (Prohibition of discrimination) 
Article 17 (Abolition of Untouchability) 

Civil vs. Political It crystallized the idea that civil rights must precede political rights. 

Legacy and Commemoration 
Foundation for Future Works- The Satyagraha directly shaped Ambedkar’s later intellectual works, 
including Annihilation of Caste. 
Women's Rights- December 25 is observed as Indian Women’s Liberation Day to acknowledge 
Ambedkar's focus on liberating women from social shackles during this movement. 
Source- https-//www.thehindu.com/news/national/how-the-mahad-satyagrahas-shaped-
constitutional-discourse/article70357466.ece 
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