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lIran has warned that if its ports in the Persian Gulf or the Gulf of Oman face any threat, no port in the
Middle East region (specifically, the ports of the Gulf nations) will remain safe.

(i) Iran issued this warning following a statement by the United States indicating that all vessels entering
or departing from Iranian ports and coastal areas would be interdicted.

(if) Meanwhile, U.S. President Trump announced that a blockade of Iranian ports and coastal areas had
officially commenced.

(iii) Amidst ongoing attacks by the U.S. and Israel against Iran in West Asia, U.S. President Trump recently
announced a two-week suspension of hostilities.

(iv) Following this, peace talks between the U.S. and Iran were held in Pakistan; however, these negotiations
ended in failure, as no agreement could be reached.

(v) Subsequently, U.S. President Trump announced that the U.S. Navy would initiate measures to interdict
all vessels entering the Strait of Hormuz. He further stated that the U.S. could not tolerate Iran levying
customs duties on vessels from other nations transiting through the strait—a practice he characterized as
an illicit scheme to extort money and generate profit.

(vi) Against this backdrop, the U.S. military announced that, effective Monday, all Iranian ports and coastal
areas would be blockaded; this measure is intended to exert pressure on Iran to accept a peace accord
to end the conflict and to reopen the Strait of Hormuz to vessels from all nations.

2. Two Ships Carrying Iranian Crude Oil Arrive in India

(i) Two ships loaded with crude oil from Iran have arrived in India. This marks the first time in the last seven
years that crude oil has been imported into India from Iran.

(i) Due to sanctions imposed by the United States, India had suspended the purchase of crude oil from
Iran for the past seven years, effective since May 2019. However, in an effort to prevent potential shortages
of petrol and diesel in nations worldwide—stemming from the conflict in West Asia involving Iran, the U.S,,
and Israel—the U.S. has granted permission to various countries, including India, to purchase 95 million
barrels of crude oil currently stored on Iranian vessels anchored at sea. This permission is valid for a period
of 30 days (until the 19th of this month).

(iii) consequently, India has resumed purchasing Iranian crude oil. It is reported that India has acquired
approximately 51 million barrels of crude oil from the Iranian vessels anchored in international waters. It is
believed that Iran may have sold the remaining barrels of crude oil to China and other nations across
Southeast Asia.

(iv) Two ships carrying 4 million barrels of the Iranian crude oil purchased by India have now arrived in the
country. One of these vessels is owned by the National Iranian Tanker Company. Loaded with 2 million
barrels of crude oil—which had been uplifted earlier from Iran’s Kharg Island—this ship has arrived at the
port of Sikka in the state of Gujarat.

(v) The second vessel, named ‘Jaya’ has docked at the Paradip port in the state of Odisha. This ship, too,
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arrived carrying 2 million barrels of crude oil that had been loaded at Kharg Island prior to the outbreak of
the conflict in West Asia.

(vi) On Monday, Iranian authorities granted permission for two Pakistani cargo vessels—the ‘Shalimar’ and
the ‘Khairpur'—to transit the Strait of Hormuz. Subsequently, these ships passed through the Strait to
transport diesel and crude oil from Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. With this move, two Pakistani
vessels have been permitted to enter the Persian Gulf for the first time since the outbreak of hostilities
involving Iran, the United States, and Israel.

3. In the Central European nation of Hungary, the people have put an end to the rule of Viktor Orbdan, who
had held the office of Prime Minister for the past 16 years.

(i) In the general election held last Sunday, the Tisza Party—led by Péter Magyar, who holds a pro-European
Union stance—achieved a resounding victory.

(ii) out of Hungary's total 199 Parliamentary seats, Péter Magyar's party secured 138 seats and is poised to
form a Government with an absolute majority. As soon as the election results were announced, thousands
of young people gathered on the streets of Budapest and enthusiastically celebrated the Tisza Party's
victory.

(iii) Speaking to reporters following the victory, Tisza Party leader Péter Magyar stated, "This is not merely
a change of Government; it is a complete transformation of the political system. An amendment will be
introduced to the Constitution to limit the Prime Minister's tenure to two terms.”

(iv) Péter Magyar, who plans to assume office as the new Prime Minister by May 5th, declared that his top
priority would be the revitalization of Hungary's economy. It is anticipated that Péter Magyar will reverse
Viktor Orbdn's pro-Russian stance regarding the conflict in Ukraine. Nations including France and
Germany have extended their congratulations, expressing the hope that this new political shift in Hungary
will serve to strengthen the unity of the European Union. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi also
conveyed his congratulations on this victory.

(v) Viktor Orbdn, who had cultivated close ties with Russian President Putin and former U.S. President
Donald Trump, has conceded defeat. "We respect the verdict of the people; henceforth, we will serve the
nation from the ranks of the opposition,” Viktor Orbdn stated.

4. Susan Coyle (55) has been appointed as the first female Chief of the Australian Army.

(i) Lieutenant General Susan Coyle has been selected for this prestigious position as part of a series of
sweeping reforms undertaken within the Australion Defence Force.

(i) Susan Coyle is the first woman in the 125-year history of the Australian Army to assume command of
the force. Having joined the Army in 1987, she possesses extensive experience in effectively holding various
high-ranking positions. Currently serving as the Head of Joint Capabilities, she is set to assume her new
responsibilities from Lieutenant General Simon Stuart this coming July.

(iii) The representation of women within the Australian Defence Force currently stands at 21 percent. The
Government has set a target to increase this figure to 25 percent by the year 2030.

5. Marking the commencement of Songkran—Thailand's New Year festival—people in the capital city of
Bangkok welcomed the new year with hope and enthusiasm, joyfully splashing water on one another.
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6. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez emphasized that, amidst a rapidly shifting global political
landscape, China must make even stronger contributions regarding issues such as climate change and
security.

(i) Addressing a university audience in Beijing, the Chinese capital, he noted that as the United States
withdraws from various international affairs, it has become imperative for Europe to redouble its own
efforts.

(i) China accounts for 74 percent of Spain's trade deficit. It is a matter of concern that this deficit widened
to approximately $50 billion last year. He expressed hope that this visit would help establish a balanced
trade relationship between the two nations and facilitate increased exports of Spanish agricultural and
manufactured goods to China.

(iii) Pedro Sanchez recently incurred the displeasure of U.S. President Trump due to his firm stance against
potential attacks on Iran by the United States and Israel. He also refused to grant permission for U.S. aircraft
to utilize Spanish airspace for military operations in the Middle East. Subsequently, he announced the
reopening of the Spanish embassy in Iran.

(iv) Against this backdrop—and marking his fourth visit to China in as many years—Pedro Sénchez is
scheduled to meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping to hold comprehensive discussions on international
affairs.

7. Following the failed peace talks held in Pakistan's capital, Islamabad, the country's stock market
plummeted by 6,464 points (3.87 percent) in a single day on Monday, when trading resumed.

(i) The KSE-100—the benchmark index of the Pakistani stock market—which witnessed a decline right at
the start of trading due to selling pressure, staged a partial recovery in the afternoon. However, by the
close of trading in the evening, it settled at 160,726.89 points.

8. "'The announcement of this year's National Sports Awards has been delayed because the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports is currently re-evaluating the list of nominees to ensure that the awards are
conferred upon truly deserving candidates,” sources within the Ministry stated.

(i) Traditionally, the National Sports Awards were presented on August 29th, coinciding with the birth
anniversary of the legendary Indian hockey icon, Major Dhyan Chand. However, for various reasons, this
practice has not been strictly adhered to over the past few years.

(i) Last year, the application process for the National Sports Awards commenced slightly later than usual.
Subsequently, the Awards Selection Committee submitted its list of recommended candidates to the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in December.

(iii) As the Ministry is currently undertaking a re-evaluation of the submitted list of nominees, the final list
of award recipients has not yet been announced. In this context, sources within the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports offered the following remarks:

e 'The list of nominees for the Arjuna Award is currently under re-evaluation. We have undertaken
this re-evaluation process specifically to ensure that the prestige and stature of the award are not
diminished in any way."

e "Our objective is not merely to inflate the number of award recipients in the country by conferring
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awards upon individuals who have not achieved significant milestones. Furthermore, we must also
take into consideration instances where individuals file lawsuits or voice criticisms in the media
because they were not selected for an award.”

e It has become imperative to establish a points-based eligibility criterion that renders a separate
selection committee unnecessary. For instance, if an athlete wins a medal at the Olympics, they
should not be required to formally apply to receive the associated prize money; the prize money
should automatically reach them.”

e 'Similarly,” the sources added, “an eligibility framework should be implemented wherein the award
automatically reaches those who meet the specified criteriq, thereby eliminating the need for any
committee to formally select the recipients.” According to sources within the Ministry, it appears
that recommendations have been made to confer the Khel Ratna Award upon hockey player
Hardik Singh, and the Arjuna Award upon 24 individuals—including chess player Divya Deshmukh
and athlete Tejaswin Shankar.

9. The Union Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya stated that Cricket and Hockey—along with two
indigenous Indian sports—will definitely be included in the 2030 Commonwealth Games, which are
scheduled to be held in India.

(i) A delegation from the Commonwealth Games Federation recently visited India to assess the
preparedness of Ahmedabad, the city slated to host the Commonwealth Games. The delegation also met
with and held discussions with Union Minister Mandaviya. In this context, Minister Mandaviya addressed
the media in Delhi regarding this matter, stating the following:

e Indigenous Indian sports such as Kabaddi, Mallakhamb, Kho-Kho, and Yoga are currently under
consideration for inclusion in the 2030 Commonwealth Games. Two of these sports will certainly
be selected for the competition. Additionally, Cricket and Hockey are also guaranteed to be
included.

e The Commonwealth Games delegation that visited India returned with a sense of satisfaction. They
were particularly impressed by the ongoing 'Khelo India’ sports initiative currently being conducted
across the country. A comprehensive plan is being formulated to ensure the successful hosting of
the 2030 Commonwealth Games. Minister Mandaviya noted that 23 different ministries are
involved in this collaborative effort.

e It appears that approximately 17 different sports disciplines will be featured in the Commonwealth
Games to be held in India. The inclusion of sports such as Athletics, Swimming, Table Tennis, Boxing,
and Artistic Gymnastics has already been confirmed.

10. The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced a total prize money of 82 crore for this year's
Women's T20 World Cup cricket tournament. This represents a 10 percent increase compared to the
previous edition of the tournament.

(i) The 10th edition of the Women's T20 World Cup is scheduled to take place in England and Wales from
June 12 to July 5. While the previous tournament featured 10 participating teams, this edition will see 12
teams—including India—competing.

(i) The matches are set to be played across seven venues, with the final match scheduled to be held in
London. In 2024—the year New Zealand emerged as champions—the prize money for the tournament
stood at 274 crore; this figure has been raised to €82 crore for the current year.

1. The Central Government has stated that India possesses a coal reserve sufficient for three months.
1447/c 3" Floor, H Block, Anna Nagar West, Chennai 600040, Tamil Nadu. 9445132221



P.L.RAJIAS & IPS ACADEMY

Building Bureaucrats Since 2006

(i) Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of an event held in Hyderabad, the capital of Telangana, Union
Minister for Coal and Mines Kishan Reddy stated the following:

e A historic milestone has been achieved in the country, marking the second consecutive year in
which coal production has exceeded one billion tonnes.

e As of today, the nation holds a coal reserve sufficient to meet its requirements for 90 days.
Previously, our reserves were limited to just 21 to 25 days' supply; however, we now possess a
reserve of 200 million tonnes—enough to last for 90 days.

e The Central Government has set a target to reduce dependence on imports within the mining
sector and to achieve self-reliance. The Government is not working in the mining sector merely to
generate revenue; rather, its actions are driven primarily by the objective of achieving self-reliance.

e In the future, there is potential for extracting rare minerals through mining operations. Therefore,
the private sector must collaborate with public sector undertakings and State Governments within
this domain. Furthermore, there is potential to recover 30 to 40 percent of rare minerals from
discarded electronic devices collected through “urban mining.”

(i) He added that the Central Government is currently formulating an action plan to extract rare minerals
from discarded refrigeration units, refrigerators, and other scrap materials collected across various urban
areas.

12. President Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and others have paid tribute to those
massacred at Jallianwala Bagh in 1919.

(i) During the era of British colonial rule in India, on April 13, 1919, hundreds of people were engaged in a
peaceful protest at the Jallianwala Bagh grounds in Amritsar, Punjab, against the repressive Rowlatt Act.

(ii) During this incident, up to 700 people were killed in the firing ordered by General Dyer, and more than
a thousand others were injured. The anniversary of this event—which remains an indelible stain on world
history—was observed.

13. The Supreme Court issued a notice directing the Central Government to file a response to a petition
challenging the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.

(i) This Public Interest Litigation (PIL) was filed on behalf of the Rajasthan-based ‘Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan’ and social activists Aruna Roy, Nikhil Dey, and Shankar Singh Rawat. The petition challenges
Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, which has been introduced as a replacement for
Section 8(1)(j) of the Right to Information (RTI) Act.

(i) The petition contends that "Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act dilutes the
transparency mandated by the Right to Information Act. Specifically, it undermines Section 4 of the RTI
Act—which permits the ‘suo motu’ (voluntary) disclosure of details such as beneficiary data, attendance
registers, and social audit records—as well as Article 21 of the Constitution, which facilitates the disclosure
of information (including social audit records and beneficiary data) that impacts the rights of citizens.”

(ii) Consequently, the petition seeks a directive to declare Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act as violative of Articles 14, 19(1), and 21 of the Constitution, and to strike down the said
provision. Furthermore, it requests the restoration of Section 8(1)(j) of the Right to Information Act, with
retrospective effect from November 13, 2025.
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(iv) Upon considering this petition, a Bench of the Supreme Court led by Chief Justice Surya Kant issued
notices to the Union Ministry of Personnel and the Union Ministry of Law, directing them to file their
responses to the petition; furthermore, the Bench ordered that the State Government of Rajasthan be
impleaded as a party to this case.

14. Ambedkar's birth anniversary is being celebrated on Tuesday (April 14).

15. The Tamil Nadu Government appealed to the Supreme Court, requesting that the petition filed to seek
a review of the order issued by the Court regarding the Mekedatu dam case be heard in open court.

(i) In a petition filed before the Supreme Court in 2018 concerning the Mekedatu dam issue, the Tamil Nadu
Government had requested that "an injunction be issued against the permission granted by the Central
Water Commission on November 22, 2018—to the Karnataka Cauvery Neeravari Nigam (a Bengaluru-
based entity and an arm of the Karnataka Government)—to proceed with the preparation of the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for the Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir and Drinking Water Project; and that an order
be issued directing the withdrawal of said permission.”

(i) The Supreme Court dismissed this petition filed by the Tamil Nadu Government on November 13 of last
year. Inits order regarding the matter, the Supreme Court observed: "The Karnataka Government proposes
to construct a dam across the Cauvery River at Mekedatu. The responsibility for examining this issue has
already been entrusted to an Expert Committee. Given that this matter is currently under the consideration
of the Expert Committee, the Court deems that the petition filed by the Tamil Nadu Government is
premised upon a complete misconception. Every state possesses full autonomy to utilize the water
allocated to it. No other state has any right whatsoever to interfere in decisions pertaining to the utilization
of water allocated to a specific state.”

(iii) "Challenging this, the Government of Tamil Nadu filed a review petition in the Supreme Court on
December 11 last year. In its petition, the Tamil Nadu Government contended: ‘Given that no permission
was granted for the Mekedatu project in the verdicts previously delivered by the Tribunal and the Supreme
Courtin the Cauvery case, the order issued on November 13 is unacceptable. It runs counter to the verdicts
already rendered by the Tribunal and the Supreme Court. Therefore, that order must be reviewed.’

(iv) This review petition has been listed for a hearing on Wednesday (April 15) in the Chambers of Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Justices K. Vinod Chandran and Vipul M. Pancholi. In this context, Mr. Krishnamurthy,
Senior Counsel for the Government of Tamil Nadu, submitted before the bench headed by Chief Justice
Surya Kant on Monday that the case should be heard in the open court rather than in the judges’
chambers. Chief Justice Surya Kant stated that he would consider the request.”

16. In an unprecedented move in Tamil Nadu, over 100 organs have been donated and over 500 people
have been rehabilitated in the last three and a half months.

(i) Speaking on this matter, Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan, Member Secretary of the Tamil Nadu Organ Transplant
Authority, stated the following:

e Compared to other states across the country, organ transplant activities in Tamil Nadu are
conducted with exceptional efficiency and are at an advanced stage. It is for this very reason that
Tamil Nadu consistently ranks first in India in terms of organ donation.

e On September 23, 2023, the Chief Minister announced that the State Government would accord
official honors to the mortal remains of organ donors. Following this initiative, similar schemes have
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since been implemented in various other states across India.

e Inthe year 2024, 268 individuals donated their organs. Through the organs donated by them, 1,500
patients—receiving treatment in both Government and private hospitals—have been given a new
lease on life. In the previous year, organs were retrieved from 266 brain-dead individuals and
successfully transplanted into 1,476 recipients.

e Against this backdrop, organs from 100 donors have been retrieved so far this year. Specifically, 177
kidneys and 80 livers have been received as donations. Furthermore, 28 hearts and 29 lungs were
retrieved and successfully transplanted into eligible recipients. The total retrieval of 550 organs
marks an unprecedented milestone in the state’s history.

e So far, 14146 organs have been donated from 2,421 donors in Tamil Nadu. Of these, 4,270 are
kidneys, 3,574 are corneas, 2,144 are livers, 1,097 are heart valves, 1,011 are hearts, and 1,047 are lungs.
Thousands of people have been rehabilitated through this, he said.

17. Resignation of Allahabad High Court Judge Yashwant Varma and the legal mechanisms surrounding
judicial accountability in India.

(i) Chronological Fact-Sheet (2025-2026)

e March14,2025: A fire broke out at Justice Yashwant Varma's official Government residence in Delhi.
During the firefighting efforts, bags containing bundles of cash—some partially burnt—were
discovered in a room.

e March 2025 (Initial Action): Then-Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna established a three-
judge internal inquiry committee. Simultaneously, Judge Varma was transferred to the Allahabad
High Court, and an order was issued that no judicial work be assigned to him during the probe.

e Inquiry Findings: The committee reported a "shadow of doubt” over the judge's conduct. Following
this, the CJI advised him to resign, but Judge Varma initially refused.

e Parliamentary Escalation: In response to the refusal, 208 Members of Parliament (146 from Lok
Sabha and 62 from Rajya Sabha) submitted a formal notice for his removal.

e Inquiry Committee Formation: Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla formed a committee led by Supreme
Court Judge Arvind Kumar to investigate the allegations under the impeachment process.

e Supreme Court Petition: Judge Varma filed a petition in the Supreme Court challenging the
formation of the Parliamentary inquiry committee; however, the court dismissed his plea.

e April 9, 2026 (Thursdcy): Faced with the momentum of the removal process, Justice Varma
officially resigned. He was originally scheduled to retire on January 5, 2031, meaning he vacated
his post nearly five years early.

(ii) Constitutional and Legal Framework

e Article 124(4) of the Constitution: Provides the sole method for removing a judge of the Supreme
Court or High Court. Removal can only occur on the grounds of “proven misbehaviour or
incapacity”.

e Judges (Inquiry) Act, Section 3(2): Outlines the requirement for a three-member committee—
comprising a Supreme Court judge, a High Court Chief Justice, and a distinguished jurist—to
investigate charges before Parliament can vote.

e Parliamentary Thresholds: To initiate a removal motion, a notice must be signed by at least 100
members of the Lok Sabha or 50 members of the Rajya Sabha.

e Judicial Independence: While the Constitution provides judges with significant protections and
‘concessions” to ensure they act without pressure from the executive, these protections are not a
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shield for corruption.

(iii) Historical Legal Context of Impeachments

No judge in India’s history has ever been fully removed by a final vote in Parliament, as most resign before
the process concludes:

Justice V. Ramaswami (1991): The removal motion failed in the Lok Sabha because it did not secure
a two-thirds majority.

Justice Soumitra Sen (2011): Resigned after the Rajya Sabha passed the motion but before the Lok
Sabha could vote.

Justice P.D. Dinakaran: Resigned before the Rajya Sabha could take up the removal motion.
Justice J.B. Pardiwala (2015): The motion was dropped after he removed controversial remarks
from his judgment.

Justice S.K. Gangele: The motion was abandoned after an inquiry found no evidence to support
sexual harassment allegations.

(iv) Post-Resignation Legal Analysis

Loss of Immunity: Resignation does not grant immunity from criminal law. By resigning, Varma is
no longer a judge, which removes the "hurdles” of judicial office regarding arrest and interrogation.
Potential Criminal Probe: Authorities can now investigate the source of the cash found in his home
under the Prevention of Corruption Act.

Systemic Cleaning: The source of the money must be publicly identified to remove the "stain of
corruption” from the judiciary and restore public trust. It characterizes the situation as an "unsolved
puzzle" that requires a transparent, legal resolution.

18. Chronological and analytical history of voting rights and the evolution of manifestos as the primary
determinant of political power :-

(i) Ancient and Early Modern Origins

139 BCE (Rome): The world's first ballot system for voting was introduced in Rome.

Ancient Tamil Nadu: During the Chola erqg, the "Kuda Olai" (pot-ticket) system was used as a
democratic method to elect local representatives.

1295 (Britain): The British Parliament was first established.

1535 (France): The world’s first-ever election manifesto was released.

1620: The specific term "Election Manifesto” came into formal use for the first time.

(ii) 18th and 19th Century Milestones

1776 (USA): The United States gained independence on July 4, 1776.

1787 (USA): The first elections for the US Senate were conducted.

1789 (France): Following the French Revolution, voting rights were established for citizens.

1820 (Britain): The first democratic party was officially started.

1850 (Australia): The secret ballot system was introduced for the first time, featuring printed names
of voters on the ballots.

1875 (Germany): The practice of releasing manifestos during election periods was formally
established.
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(iii) 20th Century: Suffrage and Indian Foundations

e 1919 (India): The Montagu-Chelmsford Act (Dyarchy) introduced elections in 10 major provinces,
including Madras, Bombay, and Bengal.

e 1920 (India/Madras): Direct elections were held for the first time; the Madras Presidency became
the first in India to grant women the right to vote and contest elections.

e 1928 (Britain): Universal voting rights were granted to both men and women.

e 1937 (India): The Indian National Congress released the first significant election manifesto in India
for provincial assembly elections.

e 1944 (France): Women were granted the right to vote.

e 1949 (Switzerland): Women achieved the right to vote.

e Post-WWII (Global): Democracy was established in nations like India, Malaysia, Indonesia, and the
Philippines.

(iv) Post-Independence India and Manifesto Evolution :-

e January 25,1950: The Election Commission of India was established.

e 1952: India held its first general elections using colored boxes and ballot papers.

e 1952-1970 (Ideological Phase): Manifestos were primarily based on party ideology and had only
moderate utility in influencing final results.

e 1970 onwards (Global): Election systems were adopted in countries like South Korea, Turkey, Iran,
and Israel.

e Post-1970 (Populist Phase): Manifestos shifted toward incentives and freebies for the poor,
becoming the primary driver of electoral victory.

e 1990: Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) were introduced in Indian elections.

e 2000-2025: In the last 25 years, manifestos have evolved from “voter guides” into the primary
political weapon; their release is now the most anticipated event of any campaign.

(v) Analytical Summary of Current Global and National Stats

e World Governance Facts: There are 251 nations globally, of which 193 are UN members. While 81
follow democratic systems, only 70+ countries conduct regular elections.

e Monarchical Systems: 43 nations follow monarchies; absolute monarchies remain in Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Oman, Qatar, and Jordan.

e Political Bans: Political parties are banned in several West Asian nations and Afghanistan.

e India's Historical Tally: As of 2024, India has conducted 18 Lok Sabha elections; Tamil Nadu has seen
16 Assembly elections through 2021.

2026 Tamil Nadu Elections

e Youth Power: 41.5% of the electorate (2.38 crore voters) are under age 39, with 14.59 lakh first-time
voters.
e Manifesto "Magnets”: Parties are using specific promises to capture this bloc:
o DMK: 50 lakh jobs in five years.
o ADMK: 25 lakh loans for youth businesses.
o TVK (Vijay): 4,000 unemployment allowance and "Anna Seer Thittam" (1 sovereign gold for
marriage).
o Congress: "Tuition Akka" scheme employing local graduate women.
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Because the electorate now views manifestos as a "Voter Guide” for what they will receive in exchange for
their vote, these documents have become the single most important factor in determining victory or
defeat.

19. Philosophical, historical, and scientific evaluation of the Tamil New Year and its broader Indian context.
(i) Cultural and Philosophical Significance

e The Tamil New Year is not merely a traditional celebration but a recognition of the wisdom of
ancestors and an integration of tradition, family values, spirituality, and social order.

e It marks a transition where old experiences are used to build new hopes for the future.

e The month of Chithirai signals the start of the agricultural cycle. It is the time when farmers begin
land preparation, reflecting the traditional thought that "Work is Worship®.

(i) The 2026 Year and the 60-Year Cycle

e In the Tamil tradition, years are named in a 60-year cycle.
e The year beginning on April 14, 2026, is named "Parabhava”.
e This is the 40th year in the 60-year cycle.

(i) National Unity: Harvest Festivals Across India

While the names differ, the spirit of the new year and harvest is celebrated across India on April 14 and 15,
showcasing the country's cultural unity:

Punjab: Celebrated as "Baisakhi’, a major harvest festival.

Kerala: Known as "Vishu', featuring the famous "Kani Kanal’ (first sight of auspicious items) tradition.

Assam: Celebrated as "Bihu".

West Bengal: Celebrated as "Pohela Boishakh®.

Other States: Manipur, Tripura, Odisha, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, and

Rajasthan also celebrate their respective new years at this time.

e Uttarakhand: Huge crowds gather at Haridwar to bathe in the Ganges, celebrating the day the river
is believed to have descended to Earth.

e Telugu and Marathi: Telugu-speaking people recently celebrated "Ugadi’, and Marathi/Konkani

communities celebrated "Gudi Padwa’".

(iv) Historical and Literary Significance

e Ancient Heritage: The phrase "Kal Thontri Man Thontra Kalathae” to emphasize the antiquity of the
Tamil people.
e Sangam Literature Proofs:
o The "Sirupanatrupadai” describes the sun being surrounded by planets, proving ancient
Tamils understood the heliocentric nature of the solar system.
o The "Purananuru” refers to Saturn as ‘Mai Meen" (dark star), showing advanced
astronomical observation.
o "Akananuru’ records how ancient Tamils would strictly check auspicious times and dates
for events like marriages.
e Historical Figures: The name "Kaniyan® in Kaniyan Poonguntranar is referred to those who could
predict astronomical events. Tolkappiyar referred to these scholars as "Arivar” (the wise ones).
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(v) Scientific and Astronomical Basis

e The new year is based on the Earth’s orbit around the sun, which takes 365.25 days.
e Two ancient systems of timekeeping—the "Sauram” (Solar-based) and "Chandram” (Lunar-based)
methods.
e The Panchangam (Almanac): A central ritual is the reading of the "Panchangam” at temples.
o It consists of five parts (Angas): Waram (Day), Thithi, Karanam, Nakshatra (Star), and
Yogam.
o Historically, this was used to predict rainfall and crop yields for the coming year.

(vi) Rituals and Traditions

e Nature’s Influence: Chithirai coincides with "Vasanta Kalam” (Spring), when trees like the Neem and
Banyan grow new leaves and flowers bloom, signaling a fresh start in nature.
e The Six Tastes (Aru Suvai): The mandatory consumption of "Mango Pachadi’ symbolizes life's
philosophy.
o It contains Sweet, Sour, Salty, Astringent, Spicy, and Bitter.
o The Bitter (Neem flowers) is included specifically to teach the lesson that one must accept
both joy and sorrow with an equal mind (equanimity).

(vii) Global Reach

e Due to the Tamil diaspora, the festival is celebrated with traditional fervor in Sri Lanka, Malaysiaq,
Singapore, and Mauritius, where these traditions have been maintained for over 1,000 years.

Youth should be called upon to celebrate the new year with positive thinking and faith, aiming for the goal
of "One Bharat, Great Bharat".
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