P.L.RAJ IAS &IPS ACADEMY

Building Bureaucrats Since 2006

Editorial of the Day — 04.05.2026

Index
1. Doctors decide - On legal abortion (TH) -01
2. First-of-its-kind satellite by Indian start-up flies on SpaceX rocket (IE) -02
3. India’s capital account obsession (BS) -05
4. When Truth Becomes a Target (TP) -07

1. Doctors decide - On legal abortion (TH)

GS Paper Il - Social Justice

Subject - Governance, Constitution, and Social Sector (Heolth)

Topic - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections; Issues relating to the development and management
of the Social Sector relating to Health

Sub-Topic - Reproductive Rights and Autonomy

In May 2026, a Supreme Court Bench led by Justice Surya Kant triggered a national debate by
urging a revisit of legal abortion time limits. This follows the Court's decision to permit a minor rape
survivor to terminate a pregnancy at 30 weeks—significantly beyond the standard legal threshold—
emphasizing that reproductive autonomy must often take precedence in exceptional circumstances.

Case Specifics - The Supreme Court permitted the termination of a 30-week pregnancy for a minor rape
survivor, surpassing the established 24-week legal limit.

Autonomy Focus - The ruling prioritized reproductive autonomy, particularly in cases where a minor
demonstrates a clear and consistent unwillingness to carry the pregnancy to term.

Legislative Suggestion - The Court suggested that abortion laws should be revisited to potentially
remove gestational limits entirely for exceptional cases involving minor rape survivors.

Expert Opposition - Medical experts from institutions like the All-India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AlIMS) cautioned against the decision, citing extreme health risks associated with late-stage
procedures.

Awareness of Consequences - Reproductive autonomy cannot exist in a vacuum; it must be exercised
with a full understanding of medical and social repercussions.

Need for Safeguards - Expanding freedoms without robust safeguards risks leading to uninformed
decisions that could be physically or mentally harmful.

The Individual-Clinical Tension - The debate centres on the friction between a person's right to choose
and the necessity for responsible, safe decision-making.

Safety Thresholds - Courts face the challenge of ensuring that the pursuit of autonomy does not
overrule critical clinical safety considerations.

Prevention of Unsafe Practices - The Court warned that rigid restrictions often push women toward
dangerous, illegal abortions.

Context of Forced Pregnancy - The judiciary stressed that the element of choice is paramount in
pregnancies resulting from “forced or illegitimate” circumstances.

Criticism of Judicial Reach - Critics argue that such rulings may inadvertently downplay rigorous
clinical evaluations in Favor of rights-based rhetoric.

The Ethical Balancing Act - The core dilemma remains - how to protect the human right to bodily
integrity while simultaneously ensuring medical safety for the mother.
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Life-Threatening Risks - AIIMS experts noted that termination at 30 weeks poses severe dangers to the
life of the minor mother.

Current Statutory Limits - Indian law generally permits abortion only up to 24 weeks of gestation,
reflecting global scientific and clinical consensus on increasing complications past this mark.
Scientific Thresholds - Clinical limits are designed to protect maternal health, as gestational age is a
central factor in determining the feasibility of a safe procedure.

Late-Stage Risks - Decisions made late in the pregnancy without thorough expert medical input can
lead to compromised health outcomes.

Expertise Gap - Minors and their families frequently lack the technical expertise to independently assess
the complex medical risks of late-term abortions.

Institutional Role - True empowerment is viewed as the combination of personal autonomy with
professional medical guidance and institutional support.

Timely Access - The systemic challenge is ensuring that victims have access to safe, legal options early
enough to avoid these late-stage ethical and medical crises.

The 2026 Supreme Court observation underscores the delicate intersection of reproductive rights
and medical safety. While the right to choose is essential—particularly for victims of sexual violence—
decisions must be grounded in expert clinical oversight. Moving forward, a balanced framework that
combines legal autonomy with parental support and strict clinical safeguards is necessary to ensure
both ethical and safe outcomes for minors.

Source - https -//www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/doctors-decide-on-legal-
abortion/article70935243.ece

2. First-of-its-kind satellite by Indian start-up flies on SpaceX rocket (IE)

GS Paper lll - Science and Technology; Infrastructure
Topic - Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, Robotics, Nanotechnology, and Biotechnology
Sub-Topic - Achievements of Indians in Science & Technology; Indigenization of Technology

On May 4, 2026, the Indian space startup GalaxEye achieved a global breakthrough by launching
its first satellite, “Drishti,” aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from California. This mission marks the
deployment of the world's first satellite capable of simultaneous optical and radar imaging, signaling a
new era in Earth observation and the increasing prowess of India’s private space industry.

The satellite represents a departure from traditional Earth observation systems -

World First - It is the first satellite to combine optical and radar imaging capabilities simultaneously,
overcoming the data gaps inherent in single-sensor systems.

Launch Details - Launched as part of a multi-payload mission on a Falcon 9 rocket, highlighting a deep
global collaboration between Indian startups and international launch providers.

OptoSAR Technology - The core innovation involves integrating optical sensors with Synthetic Aperture
Radar (SAR), allowing for continuous monitoring regardless of lighting or weather conditions.

Definition - EO satellites use remote sensing to collect data on the planet's surface for use in agriculture,
defines, and urban planning.

Optical Sensors - Similar to standard cameras, these capture images using reflected sunlight but are
rendered ineffective by nightfall or heavy cloud cover.
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Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) - This system uses microwave signals to "see" through clouds and
operate in all-weather conditions, though the resulting data often requires expert interpretation.

The Problem - Most current systems rely on either optical or SAR separately, which leads to time delays
when trying to combine different datasets for real-time accuracy.

Simultaneous Capture - OptoSAR ensures that both optical and radar data are captured for the exact
same location at the exact same time.

Engineering Feat - The primary challenge was the synchronization, alignment, and onboard processing
required to calibrate two vastly different sensor types.

Al Integration - Artificial Intelligence is utilized onboard to convert complex SAR data into optical-like
images, making the information accessible to non-expert users.

Real-time Reliability - By eliminating the need to merge datasets from separate satellites, Drishti
provides more accurate and reliable real-time observation.

The launch of Drishti offers specific advantages for the Indian subcontinent -

Tropical Resilience - India’'s frequent cloud cover and monsoon variability often hinder traditional
satellites; OptoSAR ensures uninterrupted monitoring during these periods.

Disaster Management - The technology enhances early warning systems and response times for flood
mapping, landslide detection, and rescue operations.

Precision Agriculture - Provides farmers and planners with accurate, real-time land-use and crop data
to improve productivity.

National Security - Strategic applications include enhanced border monitoring and surveillance
capabilities, strengthening national security.

Policy Catalysts - Reforms such as IN-Space have opened the sector to private investment and
innovation, reducing sole dependence on government agencies.

Emerging Ecosystem - Startups like Sky root Aerospace and Agni Kul Cosmos are joining GalaxEye in
making a global impact on rocket and satellite technology.

Global Positioning - India is becoming a competitive player in the global space economy by leveraging
its strength in cost-effective innovation.

Precision Engineering - Integrating multiple advanced systems into a single satellite involves immense
technological complexity and rigorous testing.

Capital Intensity - Startups remain heavily dependent on continuous funding and supportive
government policies due to the high financial resources required for space missions.

Data Security - Handling sensitive satellite data requires clear regulatory frameworks to balance
commercial growth with national security and privacy.

International Competition - To stay competitive, Indian startups must innovate rapidly to challenge the
dominance of established global space powers.

R&D Funding - Strengthening indigenous technological capabilities requires increased investment in
research and development.

Synergy with ISRO - Enhancing collaboration between ISRO and private startups will improve the
scalability and efficiency of Indian missions.

Regulatory Clarity - Establishing clear rules for data sharing and commercial operations is essential to
ensure both growth and security.

International Partnerships - Engaging in global collaborations will facilitate technology transfer and
market expansion.
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The launch of Drishti by GalaxEye represents a significant milestone in India’s journey toward
space leadership. By successfully merging cutting-edge innovation with practical, real-world
applications, India is effectively addressing terrestrial challenges while cementing its status as a
technological powerhouse in the global space sector.

Source - https -//indianexpress.com/article/india/galaxeye-drishti-satellite-spacex-launch-opto-sar-
technology-explained-10669686/

Question

"The launch of the ‘Drishti’ satellite marks a paradigm shift in Earth observation through the fusion of
disparate sensing technologies. Elucidate the technological innovation of ‘'OptoSAR’ and its strategic
and socio-economic significance for India.” (250 Words, 15 Marks)

The launch of "Drishti® by the Indian startup GalaxEye aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket signifies a
major milestone in global space technology. As the world's first satellite to combine optical and radar
imaging simultaneously, it addresses the fundamental limitations of traditional Earth observation
systems that rely on a single imaging modality.

The core innovation of the Drishti satellite lies in its OptoSAR technology, which integrates two distinct
sensing systems into one platform -

Fusion of Sensors - It synchronizes Optical sensors (which capture images via reflected sunlight) with
Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) (which uses microwave signals to penetrate clouds).

All-Weather Monitoring - Unlike traditional optical satellites that are hindered by night or cloud cover,
OptoSAR ensures continuous monitoring regardless of lighting or weather conditions.

Al-Powered Accessibility - The system utilizes Artificial Intelligence onboard to convert complex,
microwave-based SAR data into optical-like images, making the data accessible for non-expert users.
Data Reliability - By capturing both datasets for the same location simultaneously, it eliminates the
need for complex, time-delayed merging of data from multiple satellites.

For a tropical country like India, the ability to "see” through the atmosphere is a critical socio-economic
asset -

Tropical Resilience - During India’s frequent monsoons and high cloud-cover periods, OptoSAR ensures
uninterrupted data flow.

Precision Agriculture - Real-time land-use and crop data support farmers in improving productivity
and resource planning.

Disaster Management - The technology provides vital real-time imaging for flood mapping, landslide
detection, and early warning systems, significantly reducing response times during crises.

National Security - The ability to monitor borders continuously, even at night or through heavy weather,
provides a strategic edge in surveillance and defines applications.

Commercial Leadership - This mission demonstrates the success of India’s policy shift toward
privatization and commercialization, supported by institutions like IN-Space.

Global Competitive Edge - By producing cost-effective innovations that solve real-time data gaps,
Indian startups are positioning the country as a major player in the global space economy.

The Drishti satellite is more than just a successful launch; it is a testament to the indigenization of
high-end technology and the rising maturity of the Indian private space sector. By bridging the gap
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between technological complexity and practical utility, India is not only securing its borders and
resources but also setting a new global standard for Earth observation.
Source - https -//indianexpress.com/article/india/galaxeye-drishti-satellite-spacex-launch-opto-sar-

technology-explained-10669686/

3. India’s capital account obsession (BS)
General Studies Paper - General Studies Paper Il — Indian Economy
Topic - Balance of Payments
Sub-Topic - Current account vs capital account
Introduction
India’s macroeconomic strategy has often prioritised capital inflows over strengthening the
current account, leading to a structural imbalance in the Balance of Payments. This “capital account
obsession” raises concerns about long-term sustainability, external vulnerability, and growth quality.

1. Understanding Current vg,Capital Acceunt

Current Account

1. Reflects trade in goods and services, income, and transfers.

2. A deficit indicates that imports exceed exports.

Capital Account

1. Represents inflows of foreign investment and borrowing.

2. Used to finance current account deficits.

2. Historical Poliey,Orientation

1. Post-independence strategy focused on capital-intensive industrialisation.

2. Policy emphasis shifted toward attracting foreign capital rather than boosting exports.
3. Institutional control over capital flows gradually replaced earlier trade-focused strategies.
3

. The “Capital Account Obsession”
Dependence on Foreign Capital
1. Growth increasingly financed through external investments.
Neglect of Export Competitiveness
1. Limited focus on enhancing manufacturing and trade capacity.
Short-Term Stability Bias
1. Preference for managing deficits through capital inflows rather than structural reforms.

4. Consequences ofithe Approach

External Vulnerability

1. Reliance on volatile capital flows increases susceptibility to global shocks.

Current Account Weakness

1. Persistent deficits reflect structural trade imbalances.

Distorted Economic Priorities

1. Overemphasis on financial flows over real sector development.

5. Impact on Growth and Development

1. Capital inflows may support short-term growth but do not ensure sustainable economic expansion.
2. Insufficient export growth limits job creation and industrialisation.

3. Exposure to sudden capital outflows can destabilise the economy.

6. Role of Policy Institutions

1. Institutions like the Ministry of Finance have prioritised capital flow management.

2. Trade and industrial policies have not adequately supported export competitiveness.
7. Need for Rebalancing

Strengthening Current Account

1. Promote exports through manufacturing and services competitiveness.

5
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1. Encourage domestic production in key sectors.

1. Combine capital inflows with strong trade performance.

Shift focus from capital inflows to export-led growth strategies.

Enhance industrial policy and global value chain integration.

Maintain prudent management of capital flows to avoid volatility.
Strengthen macroeconomic fundamentals to reduce external imbalances.

NN

India’s reliance on capital inflows highlights a structural imbalance in its external sector. A
strategic shift towards strengthening the current account and export competitiveness is essential for
long-term economic stability.

Source - https -//www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/indias=capital-aceount-
obsession/article70935720.ece

Question

Q. “India’s external sector strategy has been excessively focused on capital inflows rather than
strengthening the current account.” Critically examine the implications and suggest corrective
measures. (250 words)

India’s Balance of Payments reflects a structural imbalance where current account deficits are
often financed through capital inflows. This approach raises concerns about long-term sustainability.

Dependence on volatile capital flows increases vulnerability to global financial shocks.

1.

2. Persistent current account deficits indicate weak export competitiveness.

3. Overemphasis on financial inflows distorts economic priorities away from real sector development.
4. Sudden capital outflows can destabilise exchange rates and macroeconomic stability.

1. Historical focus on capital-intensive industrialisation.

2. Insufficient emphasis on export-oriented manufacturing.

3. Policy preference for managing deficits through financial flows.

Promote export diversification and integration into global value chains.
Reduce import dependence through domestic production.

Strengthen industrial and trade policies.

Ensure balanced management of capital inflows and external liabilities.

NN

A sustainable external sector strategy requires strengthening the current account alongside
prudent capital flow management. Rebalancing these priorities is essential for long-term economic
resilience.

Source - https -//www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/indias-capital-account-
obsession/article70935720.ece
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4. When Truth Becomes a Target (TP)

General Studies Paper - General Studies Paper Il — Polity and Governance
Topic - Freedom of speech and expression
Sub-Topic - Issues relating to transparency and accountability
Introduction
In the contemporary information age, journalism faces not only traditional constraints but also
systemic threats from misinformation, digital manipulation, and declining institutional trust. The
challenge is no longer limited to press freedom; it extends to preserving the integrity of truth itself in
democratic societies.
1. Changing Nature of Threats to Journalism
From Physical to Systemic Risks
1. Journalists face violence, intimidation, and censorship in many regions.
2. Digital ecosystems have introduced new threats such as online harassment and disinformation.
Erosion of Truth Ecosystem
1. The proliferation of false narratives weakens the credibility of verified information.
2. Rise of Misinformatien and Digital Manipulation
1. Social media platforms enable rapid spread of unverified information.
2. Advanced technologies, including Al, facilitate deepfakes and synthetic media.
3. Information warfare has become a tool in both domestic and international politics.
3

. Impact on Demecracy
Undermining Informed Citizenship
1. Citizens struggle to distinguish between fact and falsehood.
Weakening Accountability
1.  Governments and institutions face reduced scrutiny when truth is contested.
Polarisation of Society
1. Misinformation amplifies divisions and erodes social cohesion.
4. Crisis of Trust in Media

Declining public confidence in traditional media institutions.
2. Perception of bias and influence by political or corporate interests.
3. Fragmentation of information sources reduces shared understanding of facts.
5. Ethical and Professiomal Challenges
1. Journalists must navigate pressures from state, market, and digital platforms.
2. Speed of information dissemination often compromises verification standards.
3. Maintaining editorial independence is increasingly difficult.
6

. Role of Technology
Double-Edged Nature
1. Technology enables wider access to information but also amplifies misinformation.
Algorithmic Influence
1. Content prioritisation based on engagement may promote sensational or false content.
7. Need for Institutional and Policy Response
Strengthening Media Ethics
1. Reinforce standards of verification, accountability, and transparency.
Regulation of Digital Platforms
1. Ensure responsibility in content moderation without undermining free speech.
Promoting Media Literacy
1. Equip citizens to critically evaluate information.

pa—
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1. Protect journalists from physical and digital threats.
2. Ensure independence of media institutions.
3. Encourage investigative journalism and public-interest reporting.

1. Develop a balanced framework that protects both freedom of expression and integrity of
information.

2. Foster collaboration between governments, media, and civil society.

3. Invest in technological solutions to detect and counter misinformation.

The survival of democracy depends on the credibility of information. Safeguarding journalism
today requires not only protecting press freedom but also defending the very foundation of truth in the
digital age.

Source - https -//dailypioneer.com/news/when-truth-becomes-a=target

Question

Q. “In the digital age, the challenge is not just protecting press freedom but preserving the integrity of
truth.” Discuss the threats to journalism and suggest measures to strengthen democratic
information systems. (250 words)

The digital transformation of information ecosystems has fundamentally altered the nature of
threats to journalism. Beyond physical risks, misinformation and declining trust now challenge the very
foundation of truth.

Spread of misinformation and fake news undermines credible reporting.

1.

2. Digital platforms amplify unverified content through algorithmic biases.

3. Journalists face intimidation, censorship, and online harassment.

4. Declining trust in media institutions weakens their role in democracy.

1. Citizens are unable to make informed decisions due to information distortion.
2. Accountability of governments and institutions is weakened.

3. Social polarisation increases, affecting democratic stability.

Strengthen ethical standards and fact-checking mechanisms in journalism.
Regulate digital platforms to ensure accountability without restricting free speech.
Promote media literacy to help citizens identify misinformation.

Protect journalists and ensure independence of media institutions.

N

Preserving truth in the digital age is essential for democratic governance. A balanced approach
combining regulation, ethical journalism, and informed citizenry is necessary to address emerging
challenges.

Source - https -//dailypioneer.com/news/when-truth-becomes-a-target
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