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4. Somnath Swabhiman Parv - History 
1. Why in News 
1. Somnath Swabian Parv commemorates two major historical milestones 
2. Completion of 1,000 years since first recorded attack by Mahmud of Ghani in 1026 CE 
3. 75 years since temple's post-independence reopening in May 1951 
4. Celebrates enduring legacy and resilience of Somnath Temple 
5. Cultural initiatives deepening public engagement with heritage 
6. Declared "Swachh Iconic Place" in 2018 with sustainability practices 
2. About Somnath Temple 
Location and Significance 
1. Located at Prabhas Patan along Saurashtra coast in Gujarat 
2. Among India's most sacred pilgrimage centres 
3. Strategically positioned along Arabian Sea shoreline 
4. Ancient maritime trade route location 
Origin and Mythology 
1. Origins deeply embedded in ancient Indian tradition 
2. Closely linked with Lord Shiva worship 
3. Associated with Chandra, the Moon God 
4. Legend of Moon God's penance and restoration 
Characteristics 
Sacred status: First among twelve Aadi Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva 
Temple complex includes:  

1. Garbhagriha (sanctum sanctorum) 
2. Sabha mandap (assembly hall) 
3. Nritya mandap (dance hall) 

2. Rises in grandeur along Arabian Sea shoreline 
3. Crowned by 150-foot Shikhar (spire) 
4. Topped with 10-tonne Kalash (pinnacle) 
5. Rituals like Bilva Pooja attract over 13.77 lakh devotees yearly 
Religious Importance 
1. Enshrines one of most sacred Jyotirlingas mentioned in Shiva Purana 
2. Revered for worship of Lord Shiva, Lord Krishna, and Shakti 
3. Dwadashi Jyotirlinga Stotram places Somnath first among twelve Jyotirlingas 
4. Spiritual and cultural significance transcending centuries 
3. Historical Phases 
Attacks and Destruction 
1. Most turbulent phase began in eleventh century 
2. January 1026: First recorded attack by Mahmud of Ghani 
3. Beginning of long period of repeated destruction (11th-18th centuries) 
4. Temple targeted multiple times by Muslim invaders and Portuguese 
5. Each destruction followed by restoration demonstrating resilience 
Restoration Efforts 
1. Despite repeated destruction, temple rebuilt several times by local rulers and devotees 
2. 12th Century: Kumar apala restored the temple 
3. 13th Century: King of Junagarh rebuilt temple 
4. 18th Century: Lokmata Ahilyabai Holkar, Maratha queen of Indore, consecrated new temple after yet 

another destruction 
5. Continuous pattern of destruction and restoration 
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Post-Independence Reconstruction 
1. 1947: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel visited ruins and resolved to rebuild temple 
2. Present temple constructed in Kailash Mahameru Prasad architectural style 
3. Rebuilt in Chaulukya style of Hindu temple architecture 
4. Reconstruction overseen by Vallabhbhai Patel 
5. Completed in May 1951 
6. May 11, 1951: Temple ceremonially consecrated by President Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
7. Dedication to nation symbolizing independent India's cultural revival 
4. Veer Hamirji Gohil 
Historical Context 
1. Regional warrior defending Somnath Temple in 1299 AD during Zafar Khan's invasion 
2. Sacrificed life protecting sacred shrine 
3. Remembered through local tradition and collective memory rather than official historical records 
Significance 
1. Embodies rājadharma (duty to protect sacred places, society, cultural heritage) 
2. Fought even when victory uncertain or support limited 
3. Symbol of selfless devotion to cultural and spiritual heritage 
4. Inspirational figure in local folklore and tradition 
5. Various Initiatives 
Somnath Swabhiman Parv 
1. Celebrates enduring legacy and resilience 
2. Marks 1,000 years since 1026 attack 
3. 75th anniversary of reopening on May 11, 1951 
4. Dedicated to nation by India's first President, Rajendra Prasad 
5. Multi-day cultural and spiritual celebrations 
Cultural Initiatives 
Light and Sound Show:  

1. Began in 2003 
2. Upgraded in 2017 
3. Uses narration and 3D laser technology today 
4. Depicts temple's history, destruction, and resilience 
5. Immersive experience for visitors 

Vande Somnath Kala Mahotsav:  
6. Revived 1,500-year-old dance traditions 
7. Traditional performing arts showcased 
8. Cultural continuity and heritage preservation 
9. Engaging younger generations with ancient art forms 

Sustainability Practices 
1. Declared "Swachh Iconic Place" in 2018 
2. Innovative sustainability practices adopted:  

1. Waste management systems 
2. Cleanliness campaigns 
3. Environmental conservation 
4. Green initiatives around temple complex 

3. Model for heritage site management 
Other Developments 
1. Improved infrastructure for pilgrims 
2. Enhanced facilities and amenities 
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3. Digital initiatives for virtual darshan 
4. Museum and exhibition spaces 
5. Educational programs on temple history 
 
6. Significance of Somnath Swabhiman Parv 
Cultural Resilience 
1. Demonstrates Indian civilization's ability to preserve and restore heritage despite adversities 
2. Symbol of cultural continuity across millennia 
3. Inspires national pride and cultural confidence 
National Unity 
1. Unites people across regions in shared heritage 
2. Transcends regional and linguistic boundaries 
3. Sardar Patel's vision of united India reflected in reconstruction 
Spiritual Revival 
1. Reaffirms India's spiritual traditions post-independence 
2. Sacred geography revitalized 
3. Living tradition, not merely historical monument 
Tourism and Economy 
1. Major pilgrimage and tourist destination 
2. Economic benefits to local communities 
3. Employment generation through tourism 
4. Infrastructure development in region 
Historical Awareness 
1. Educates younger generations about resilience and cultural heritage 
2. Balanced historical narrative acknowledging destruction and restoration 
3. Inspires appreciation for ancestors' sacrifices 
7. Conclusion 

Somnath Swabhiman Parv celebrating 1,000 years since 1026 attack and 75 years since 1951 
reopening embodies resilience of Indian civilization. Temple's repeated destruction and restoration 
symbolize cultural continuity. Sardar Patel's vision realized through reconstruction in Chaulukya style 
completed May 1951 and consecrated by President Rajendra Prasad. Cultural initiatives like Light and 
Sound Show, Vande Somnath Kala Mahotsav reviving 1,500-year-old traditions, and "Swachh Iconic 
Place" designation with sustainability practices deepen public engagement. Veer Hamirji Gohil's 1299 
sacrifice defending temple embodies rājadharma. Somnath stands as first among twelve Aadi 
Jyotirlingas attracting 13.77 lakh devotees yearly, representing spiritual heritage, national pride, and 
civilizational resilience. 
Source: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?NoteId=158477&ModuleId=3&reg=3&lang=2 
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