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1. Leiden Plates Return - Chola-Era Inscriptions Reclaimed After 14-Year 
Diplomatic Effort - History 

1. Why in News 
1. During PM Narendra Modi's visit to Netherlands, Dutch government returned Leiden Plates 

(Anaimangalam Plates) to India 
2. After 14-year diplomatic effort for repatriation 
3. 11th-century Chola-era copper plate inscriptions 
4. Document land grants, religious endowments, maritime links of Chola Empire 
5. Reflects India's growing cultural diplomacy and efforts to reclaim civilizational heritage 
2. About Leiden Plates (Anaimangalam Plates) 
Definition 
1. 11th-century Chola-era copper plate inscriptions 
2. Document land grants, religious endowments, maritime diplomatic links 
3. Important historical artifacts of Chola Empire 
Composition 
1. 21 copper plates weighing approximately 30 kg 
2. Bound together by bronze ring bearing royal seal of Chola dynasty 
3. Durable medium ensuring long-term preservation 
Bilingual Composition 
1. Contain inscriptions in both Sanskrit and Tamil 
2. Reflects administrative and cultural sophistication of Chola Empire 
3. Sanskrit for royal proclamations, Tamil for local administration 
4. Linguistic diversity of medieval South India 
Associated Rulers 
1. Grants initiated by Rajaraja Chola I (985-1014 CE) 
2. Formally executed by Rajendra Chola I (1014-1044 CE) 
3. Continuity in royal patronage across generations 
Buddhist and Maritime Linkages 
1. Mention grants to Chudamani Vihara at Nagapattinam 
2. Vihara built by Srivijaya Kingdom (Sumatra-based maritime empire) 
3. Highlights Chola maritime diplomacy with Southeast Asia 
4. Religious pluralism - Saivite Chola rulers patronizing Buddhist institutions 
5. Strategic importance of Nagapattinam as port and religious center 
3. About Chola-Era Copper Plates 
Definition 
1. Royal charters issued by Chola rulers between 9th and 13th centuries CE 
2. Record grants, taxation rights, genealogy, administrative orders 
3. Official state documents with legal authority 
Different Chola-Era Plates 
Tiruvalangadu Plates - 
1. Describe genealogy and military conquests of Rajendra Chola I 
2. Include famous Ganga expedition (northern campaign to Ganges) 
3. Detailed royal lineage 
Karandai Plates - 
1. Record Rajendra Chola I's military achievements 
2. Extensive land grants to Brahmins 
3. Administrative procedures 



P.L.RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY                                                                                                                                                   
Building Bureaucrats Since 2006     
 

Anbil Plates - 
1. Issued by Sundara Chola (957-973 CE) 
2. Valuable genealogical information about early Chola rulers 
3. Establishes dynastic continuity 
Esalam Plates - 
1. Mention overseas military expeditions by Rajendra Chola I 
2. Land grants documentation 
3. Maritime campaigns including Southeast Asian conquests 
Uththama Chola Plates - 
1. Document temple administration during Uththama Chola's reign (973-985 CE) 
2. Taxation systems 
3. Religious services and endowments 
4. Key Features of Chola-Era Plates 
Royal Seal and Insignia - 
1. Bound by bronze rings carrying Chola tiger emblem (royal symbol) 
2. Symbols of Chera (bow) and Pandya (fish) kingdoms indicating imperial claims 
3. Visual assertion of sovereignty and legitimacy 
Detailed Administrative Records - 
1. Meticulous recording of land boundaries using physical markers 
2. Taxation exemptions for religious institutions, Brahmins 
3. Irrigation rights allocation ensuring agricultural productivity 
4. Duties of local assemblies (sabhas, urs, nagaram) 
5. Precision indicating sophisticated bureaucracy 
Genealogical Documentation - 
1. Preserved royal lineages tracing ancestry 
2. Political history of dynasties 
3. Valuable historical sources for reconstructing chronology 
4. Legitimation of rule through ancestral claims 
Durable Legal Charters - 
1. Copper plates functioned as permanent state documents 
2. Tamper-resistant medium (difficult to alter inscriptions) 
3. Legal and administrative purposes ensuring continuity 
4. Survived centuries unlike palm leaf manuscripts 
5. Significance of Chola-Era Plates 
Historical Significance 
1. Authentic primary source evidence regarding Chola governance structures 
2. Economic data - land revenue, taxation, trade 
3. Military campaigns - Ganga expedition, Southeast Asian conquests 
4. Social organization - caste, village administration, assembly functions 
5. Corroborate and supplement literary sources 
Cultural and Linguistic Importance 
1. Preserve early Tamil inscriptions showing language evolution 
2. Sanskrit usage in royal context 
3. Reflect cultural richness of medieval South India 
4. Bilingualism indicating cosmopolitan administration 
5. Literary merit of inscriptional poetry 
Evidence of Maritime Connectivity 
1. Demonstrate Chola maritime trade with Southeast Asia 
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2. Diplomatic relations with Srivijaya Kingdom (Sumatra), Khmer Empire (Cambodia) 
3. Naval expeditions establishing Indian Ocean dominance 
4. Cultural exchange - Buddhism, Hinduism spread 
5. Economic links through spice trade, textiles 
Religious Pluralism 
1. Grants to Buddhist institutions (Chudamani Vihara) by Saivite Chola rulers 
2. Highlight religious tolerance in Chola Empire 
3. Cultural inclusiveness accommodating diverse faiths 
4. Jainism, Buddhism coexisted with dominant Shaivism 
5. Patronage across religious communities 
Administrative Sophistication 
1. Reveal well-organized bureaucracy with clear land records 
2. Tax assessment and collection systems 
3. Local self-governance through assemblies 
4. Legal frameworks for dispute resolution 
Art and Architecture 
1. Temple construction patronage documented 
2. Resource allocation for religious architecture 
3. Understanding temple economies 
6. Cultural Diplomacy and Heritage Reclamation 
Repatriation Efforts 
1. 14-year diplomatic engagement between India and Netherlands demonstrating persistence 
2. Growing global recognition of cultural property rights 
3. India's proactive approach to reclaiming artifacts 
International Frameworks 
1. UNESCO 1970 Convention on illicit trafficking of cultural property 
2. Bilateral agreements for artifact return 
3. Moral and legal claims to cultural heritage 
Cultural Diplomacy Benefits 
1. Strengthens bilateral relations through goodwill gestures 
2. Showcases India's civilizational continuity 
3. Educates global audiences about Indian history 
4. National pride and identity reinforcement 
Preservation Challenges 
1. Ensuring proper conservation after return 
2. Creating accessible archives for scholars 
3. Digitization for wider dissemination 
4. Museum display for public education 
7. Chola Empire Context 
Political Expansion 
1. Peak under Rajaraja Chola I and Rajendra Chola I 
2. Controlled South India, parts of Sri Lanka, Maldives 
3. Naval dominance in Bay of Bengal 
4. Southeast Asian campaigns 
Economic Prosperity 
1. Agricultural surplus through irrigation (Grand Anicut/Kallanai) 
2. Trade revenues from maritime commerce 
3. Taxation supporting large-scale temple construction 
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Administrative Excellence 
1. Efficient revenue administration 
2. Local self-governance through assemblies 
3. Merit-based bureaucracy 
Cultural Achievements 
1. Temple architecture - Brihadeeswarar Temple (Thanjavur), Gangaikonda Cholapuram 
2. Bronze sculpture excellence (Nataraja) 
3. Literary patronage - Tamil and Sanskrit works 
8. Way Forward 
Comprehensive Heritage Inventory 
1. Catalog all Indian artifacts in foreign museums and collections 
2. Digital database for tracking 
3. Prioritize repatriation based on cultural significance 
Strengthened Legal Framework 
1. Legislation preventing future illicit exports 
2. International cooperation on heritage crimes 
3. Extradition treaties for antiquities smuggling 
Conservation and Research 
1. State-of-art conservation facilities for returned artifacts 
2. Funding for archaeological research 
3. Collaboration with international institutions 
Public Awareness 
1. Museum exhibitions showcasing Chola heritage 
2. Educational programs on copper plate inscriptions 
3. Tourism promotion highlighting historical sites 
Digital Accessibility 
1. High-resolution imaging of inscriptions 
2. Online archives for global scholars 
3. Translation projects making content accessible 
9. Conclusion 

Return of Leiden Plates after 14-year diplomatic effort reflects India's growing cultural diplomacy 
and commitment to reclaiming civilizational heritage. 11th-century Chola-era copper plates 
documenting land grants, religious endowments, maritime links under Rajaraja Chola I and Rajendra 
Chola I demonstrate administrative sophistication, religious pluralism (grants to Buddhist Chudamani 
Vihara by Saivite rulers), and Southeast Asian diplomatic ties with Srivijaya Kingdom. Chola-era plates 
preserve historical governance evidence, cultural-linguistic richness, maritime connectivity, and 
religious tolerance. Comprehensive heritage inventory, strengthened legal frameworks, conservation 
research, public awareness, and digital accessibility essential for preserving historical memory and 
educating future generations about India's glorious past. 
Source - https -//indianexpress.com/article/india/chola-copper-plates-returned-india-netherlands-
modi-visit-10693082/ 
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