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7. Short News -

1. SMILE Space Mission

Why in News - The European Space Agency (ESA) and the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)
successfully launched the SMILE spacecraft into orbit on May 19, 2026, aboard a Vega-C rocket.

Key Pointers -

Full Form - Solar wind Magnetosphere lonosphere Link Explorer.

Historic Collaboration - It marks the first time ESA and China have jointly designed, built, launched, and
operated a space mission.

Core Objective - To study how Earth's magnetic shield (magnetosphere) shields our planet from deadly
solar wind and radiation.

Technological First - It will capture the first-ever real-time X-ray images showing the exact boundary
where solar particles clash with Earth’'s magnetic bubble.

Orbital Mechanics - It operates in a highly elliptical orbit, reaching up to 121,182 km over the North Pole to
guarantee a wide, continuous view.

Instruments & Payload - Carries four key scientific payloads—a Soft X-ray Imager, a Magnetometer, a
Light lon Analyser, and an Ultraviolet Imager.

Strategic Advantage - Unlike previous single-point missions (like Cluster), SMILE provides a complete,
panoramic look in real time, drastically improving space weather forecasting to safeguard grids, GPS
networks, and satellites.

2. Earth’'s Magnetosphere

Why in News - Formed the core scientific baseline of discussion during the successful launch of the joint
SMILE space mission.

Key Pointers -

The Origin - Generated deep inside Earth's outer core by the constant churning of molten iron and nickel,
creating a planetary dynamo.

Dynamic Shape - It behaves like a comet-shaped bubble. The side facing the Sun is heavily
compressed by solar winds, while the dark side stretches out into a massive magnetic tail.

Atmospheric Shielding - It acts as an invisible barrier that prevents high-energy solar radiation from
gradually stripping away our atmosphere.

Space Weather Host - The friction and interaction between solar particles and this shield trigger "space
weather” anomalies, including geomagnetic storms.

The Aurora Effect - When trapped solar particles trickle down and interact with atmospheric gases near
the polar zones, they create vibrant auroras (Northern and Southern Lights).

3. Andaman & Nicobar's Underwater Guinness Records

Why in News - The island administration, backed by national defense forces, set two consecutive world
records in May 2026 at Swaraj Dweep (Havelock Island).

Key Pointers -

Record 1 (The Flag) - Unfurled the world's largest underwater national flag (measuring 60 x 40 meters)
at Radhanagar Beach.

Record 2 (The Stack) - Created the tallest underwater human stack formation at the Lighthouse dive
site, reaching a vertical height of 22.3 meters.

Team Composition - Executed via intense inter-agency coordination featuring the Indian Navy, Indian
Coast Guard, Marine Police, Forest Department, and over 14 expert divers.

Strategic Intent - A deliberate soft-power push to pitch the Union Territory globally as a premier
destination for marine adventure tourism and elite scuba diving.

Eco-Tourism Focus - Highlights India’s capacity to handle highly technical marine operations while
advocating for the conservation of pristine island ecosystems.
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4. Space Meetings Veneto 2026

Why in News - IN-Space led a delegation of nine Indian space-tech startups to this premier global
aerospace conference in Venice, Italy.

Key Pointers -

Nature of the Event - A globally recognized space and aerospace business convention aimed at
matching space agencies, private startups, and deep-tech investors.

The Indian Lineup - Startups like Dhruva Space, Astrogate Labs, VyomIC, and Kepler Aerospace pitched
their products to the global audience.

IN-Space’s Mandate - Operates as India’s autonomous, single-window nodal agency tasked with
promoting, authorizing, and handholding private industries in the domestic space market.

Key Focus Areas - Commercialization of satellite tech, cost-effective launch vehicle services, advanced
space infrastructure, and aerospace manufacturing.

Bilateral Value - Solidifies India-Europe space ties, transforming India from a purely state-run space
program (ISRO) into a dynamic B2B commercial space exporter.

5. Indian Red Sand Boa

Why in News - The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) busted a major illegal wildlife racket in
Warangal, rescuing two live specimens.

Key Pointers -

Species Profile - A non-venomous, nocturnal, burrowing snake (Eryx johnii) that is endemic to the Indian
subcontinent.

Unique Features - Features a thick, blunt tail that looks strikingly similar to its head, leading to the
popular myth that it has "two heads.”

Reproductive Biology - It is ovoviviparous, meaning the mother retains eggs internally and gives birth
directly to live young.

Ecological Role - Functions as a critical carnivore feeding mostly on rodents, lizards, and pests,
maintaining a balance in agricultural food chains.

Highest Legal Protection - Slotted under Schedule | of India’s Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, granting it
the same absolute level of legal protection as tigers.

Conservation Status - Listed as Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List and categorized under Appendix Il
of CITES to control its international trade.

6. Al Centre for Human-Elephant Conflict

Why in News - The Jharkhand government proposed the establishment of India’s first dedicated
Integrated Human-Elephant Conflict Research Centre within the Palamu Tiger Reserve.

Key Pointers -

The infrastructure - Spans a 15-acre specialized layout designed to analyse real-time data sets from
across the country.

The Tech Edge - Harnesses Artificial Intelligence (Al) to systematically decipher elephant behaviour
patterns, migration routes, and vocalizations.

Acoustic & Behavioural Mapping - Al models will decode specific elephant warning signals, danger
calls, and sounds related to mating or feeding to predict herd movements before conflicts occur.
Seasonal Mapping - Studies changes in herd behaviours across rainy, summer, and winter seasons to
track how climate shifts influence crop-raiding.

Evidence-Based Policies - Uses data derived from both wild herds and captive elephants to replace
reactive measures with proactive, predictive mitigation tools.

7. Palamu Tiger Reserve (PTR)

Why in News - Selected as the operational home for the newly proposed national Al-driven Human-
Elephant Conflict Research Centre.

Key Pointers -
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Geographic Setting - Located within the rugged Chotanagpur Plateau in Jharkhand, spread across the
Latemar and Garhwal districts.

Historical Legacy - Formed as a Protected Forest back in 1947, it went on to become one of the original
nine tiger reserves launched under Project Tiger in 1973-74.

Zonal Structure - Divided cleanly into a 414 sqg. km Core Area (which swallows up Betla National Park)
and a surrounding 715 sq. km Buffer Area.

Hydrology - Intersected by the North Koel River and its vital tributaries, which act as the lifeblood of the
reserve.

Climatic Vulnerability - Situated in a distinct rain-shadow area, rendering the reserve heavily drought-
prone and entirely dependent on the Southwest monsoon.

Vegetation Mix - Dominated by lush tropical dry deciduous and moist deciduous forests, home to apex
species like leopards, gaurs, sloth bears, and Asian elephants.

8. UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize 2026

Why in News - UNESCO formally awarded the 2026 prize to the Sudanese Journalists Syndicate on World
Press Freedom Day (May 3).

Key Pointers -

The Laureate - The Sudanese Journalists Syndicate won the award for their bravery in documenting
realities and condemning violence against media persons during the intense, ongoing Sudan conflict.
The Context - Journalists in Sudan have faced arbitrary executions, media house closures, and systemic
cyber warfare since the civil crisis escalated in 2023.

About the Award - Instituted by UNESCO in 1997, it honors individuals or groups defending press freedom
under high-risk, life-threatening conditions.

The Name Origin - Named after Guillermo Cano Isaza, an iconic Colombian journalist who was
assassinated in 1986 by drug cartels for exposing their networks.

Global Status - Stands tall as the only United Nations award specifically reserved to honor the
journalism sector. It includes a cash prize of US$25,000.

9. RTI Act Exclusion for the BCCI

Why in News - The Central Information Commission (CIC) ruled that the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) is not a "public authority” under the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005.

Key Pointers -

The Core Ruling - The CIC noted that the BCCI functions as an autonomous, private entity and does not
meet the standard criteria of being financed or sustained by state funds.

Legal Identity - The BCCl is registered as a private society under the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration
Act, 1975. It was neither created by a constitutional provision nor by an Act of Parliament.

RTI Threshold - To qualify as a "Public Authority” under Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, an institution must be
heavily funded, controlled, or established by the government.

About the CIC - Established as a statutory body under the RTI Act, 2005. It operates as the nation’s
highest appellate body for information access disputes.

Appointments - Comprises the Chief Information Commissioner and regular Information
Commissioners, all directly appointed by the President of India based on a high-level selection panel.

10. India’s Import Bill & Restrictions on Silver

Why in News - Driven by a widening merchandise trade deficit and PM Modi's push to curb non-
essential spending, the government moved silver into the "restricted” import category with a 15% duty.
Key Pointers -

The Trade Gap - India’s merchandise trade deficit widened by over 17%, touching a record $333 billion
during the 2025-26 fiscal cycle. Imports hit an all-time high of $775 billion.

Forex Strain - High non-essential imports put tremendous pressure on India’s foreign exchange reserves
and the valuation of the Indian Rupee (INR), prompting RBI interventions.
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Silver’'s Industrial Profile - Beyond jewellery, silver has the highest electrical and thermal conductivity of
any metal, making it absolutely indispensable for modern solar panels, EV circuit boards, and advanced

electronic systems.
Global Supply Chain - Mexico stands as the world's primary silver producer. India fulfils its domestic

silver hunger primarily via imports out of the UAE, Britain, and China.
Other Import Headaches - Precious metals (gold and silver combined) topped $90 billion, sitting right
behind crude oil and electronics components as the top pillars draining India’s trade balance. High

imports of edible oils and heavily



