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1. US-India Strategic Alliance — International Relations

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio arrived in India on his first official visit, marking a significant

moment in bilateral relations between the world's oldest and largest democracies.

His visit comes amid widespread speculation about the state of US-India relations, with some observers

expressing concerns about potential strains in the partnership.

The visit coincided with the Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting scheduled to be held in New Delhi,

underscoring the importance of multilateral cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region.

1.Key Highlights of the Visit

1. During the first two days of his visit, Secretary Rubio engaged in high-level discussions with India's
Prime Minister and External Affairs Minister, covering a wide range of bilateral and regional issues.

2. The US maintained a clear position that there was never any need to restore relations between the
two countries, as the partnership remained fundamentally strong and resilient.

3. The visit served as a reaffirmation of the strategic importance both nations place on their bilateral
relationship in an increasingly complex global environment.

2.Evolution of India-US Bilateral Relations

Historical Background

1. Since India’s independence in 1947, the relationship with the United States has undergone significant
transformation, weathering Cold War era distrust and estrangement over India’s nuclear program.

2. Relations have warmed considerably in recent years, with cooperation strengthening across
economic, political, defense, and technological domains.

3. The strategic convergence between the two nations has accelerated, particularly in the context of
Indo-Pacific security and global governance.

Bilateral Trade Expansion

1. The bilateral trade relationship has witnessed remarkable growth, with trade between the two
countries rising by 72 percent between 2017-18 and 2022-23.

2. A new ambitious goal termed Mission 500 aims to more than double total bilateral trade to 500
billion dollars by 2030, reflecting the expanding economic partnership.

3. The United States has emerged as India’s largest overall trading partner, surpassing China,
highlighting the deepening economic interdependence between the two nations.

3.Key Pillars of Strategic Cooperation

Defense and Security Partnership

1. India and the US have signed a troika of foundational pacts for deep military cooperation, beginning
with the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement in 2016.

2. The Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement was signed after the first two-plus-two
dialogue in 2018, followed by the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement in 2020.

3. In 2016, the United States elevated India to the status of a major defense partner, recognizing the
strategic importance of the bilateral defense relationship.

Space Cooperation
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1. India signed the Artemis Accords, establishing a common vision for the future of space exploration
for the benefit of all humankind.
2. This agreement opens avenues for collaboration in lunar exploration, planetary science, and space

technology development.

Multilateral Engagement

1. India and the United States cooperate closely in multilateral organizations including the United
Nations, G20, International Monetary Fund, World Bank, and World Trade Organization.

2. Together with Australia and Japan, both nations convene as the Quad to promote a free and open
Indo-Pacific region.

Nuclear Cooperation

1. The Civil Nuclear Deal signed in 2005 marked a watershed moment in bilateral relations, with India
agreeing to separate its civil and military nuclear facilities.

2. All civil nuclear resources were placed under International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards, while
the United States committed to working toward full civil nuclear cooperation with India.

Emerging Technology Collaboration

1. Several new initiatives have been announced, including the GE-HAL deal to manufacture jet engines
in India, representing a significant technology transfer.

2. The initiative on Critical and Emerging Technology aims to revolutionize relations through
cooperation in artificial intelligence, quantum computing, semiconductors, and advanced
telecommunications.

4.Areas of Concern and Divergence

Trade and Economic Disputes

1. Differences persist over tariffs and market access, particularly in agriculture, dairy products, medical
devices, and digital services.

2. The United States has criticized India’s protectionist policies and high import duties on certain
products.

India’s Strategic Autonomy

1. India’s long-standing strategic partnership with Russia remains a concern for the United States,
particularly India’s purchase of the S-400 air defense system under CAATSA.

2. The US expects stronger alignment against Russia, whereas India maintains a policy of strategic
autonomy and multi-alignment.

Geopolitical Differences

1. India has adopted neutral or balanced positions on conflicts such as the Russia-Ukraine war,
occasionally creating friction with US expectations.

2. Differences arise regarding West Asia policies, Iran sanctions, and energy security approaches.

Immigration Challenges

1. Tightening of H-1B visa norms affects Indian IT professionals and creates uncertainty for the Indian
diaspora and technology sector.

2. Delays in visa processing impact students, workers, and businesses on both sides.

Defense Technology Transfer

. Restrictions on transfer of advanced military technologies remain a concern for India, along with
questions about reliability of long-term defense supplies during geopolitical crises.

5.Way Forward
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1. Institutional Dialogue Mechanisms - Both nations must strengthen existing institutional frameworks
for sustained dialogue on trade, defense, technology, and regional security to address differences
constructively.

2. Mutual Respect for Strategic Priorities - Effective management of the relationship requires mutual
respect for each nation’s strategic concerns, with the US acknowledging India’s policy of strategic
autonomy while India recognizes American security imperatives.

3. Deepening People-to-People Ties - Expanding educational exchanges, streamlining visa processes,
and fostering greater cultural understanding will strengthen the foundation of bilateral relations
beyond governmental cooperation.
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