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1. Equality Of Treatment for Persons with Disabilities (TH) 
GS Paper II - Social Justice 
Topic - Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the 
performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection 
and betterment of these vulnerable sections.  
Sub-Topic - Disability Social Security Architecture, Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act 2016, Minimum 
Universal Disability Pension Floor Rate (MUDPFR), and Constitutional Imperatives (Articles 21 and 41). 

1. Introduction 
1. Digital State Paradox - India is a global leader in digital welfare delivery via the Digital India Mission, 

yet Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) remain structurally excluded. 
2. Core Vulnerability - Disability pensions are currently determined by location, local state budgets, 

and bureaucratic processes rather than the actual nature or severity of the disability. 
3. The Call to Action - To fulfill the promise of inclusive development (Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas), India 

needs to transition its welfare approach from a model of discretionary charity to rights-based 
citizenship. 

2. The Current Inadequate Safety Net 
1. Surging Population Base - The 2011 Census recorded 2.68 crore PwDs, but population growth and 

changing health profiles place current numbers at an estimated 4.5 to 6 crores. 
2. Legal vs. Ground Reality - Although the Supreme Court recognizes the right to live with dignity as a 

fundamental right, and the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 provides statutory protection, 
actual pension benefits remain fragmented and low. 

3. Low Cover and Pitiful Payouts - The Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme covers only a 
fraction of eligible individuals, with monthly state payouts ranging between ₹300 and ₹500, and a 
few states offering ₹1,000 to ₹3,000. 

4. Severe Funding Deficit - India spends just 0.02% of its GDP on disability welfare. This stands far 
behind global peers - 
1. South Africa - 0.12%–0.15% of GDP (6x more). 
2. Australia - 0.35%–0.40% of GDP (20x more). 
3. Brazil - 0.45%–0.50% of GDP (20x more). 
4. OECD Countries - 2.2% of GDP (110x more). 
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3. The Economic Case for Inclusion 
1. Macroeconomic Loss - The World Bank and UNDP estimate that low- and middle-income nations 

lose 3% to 7% of their GDP by excluding PwDs from education, employment, and social security. 
2. Stimulus Potential - Disability income is an investment that boosts rural consumption, household 

financial stability, and broader labor market participation. 
3. High Economic Returns - Studies show fiscal multipliers of 1.4 to 1.6, while data reveals that the socio-

economic returns of disability pensions exceed their implementation costs by nearly 48%. 

4. The Structural Remedy - Establishing MUDPFR 
1. The Floor Rate Mandate - India must establish a Minimum Universal Disability Pension Floor Rate 

(MUDPFR) to standardize basic legal entitlements across all states, while letting states add their own 
top-ups. 

2. Constitutional and Statutory Links - A uniform floor rate fulfills the state’s directive under Article 41 of 
the Constitution (public assistance for the disabled) and operationalizes Section 24 of the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. 

3. Global Precedents - Centrally set standards promote uniformity and portability. Successful global 
examples include - 
1. South Africa - National disability grants with uniform eligibility. 
2. Brazil - The BPC system guaranteeing a national minimum income. 
3. Australia & New Zealand - Nationwide disability pension architectures. 
4. Developing Nations - Kenya, Rwanda, Thailand, and Indonesia provide national-level income 

support. 

5. Financial Feasibility Analysis 
The text argues that funding a national MUDPFR is fully manageable within India's current budget 
framework when compared to other core public subsidies - 
1. Option A - Providing ₹8,000/month for 40 lakh beneficiaries costs ₹38,400 crore annually (0.08% of 

GDP). 
2. Option B - Providing ₹10,000/month for 65 lakh beneficiaries costs ₹78,000 crore annually. 
3. Option C - Providing ₹15,000/month would still keep total public spending safely below 0.2% of GDP. 
4. Comparative Public Spending Baseline - 

1. Infrastructure - ₹11.11 lakh crore. 
2. Food Subsidies - ₹2.05 lakh crore. 
3. Rural Development - ₹1.80 lakh crore. 
4. Tax Concessions/Revenue Foregone - ₹1.72 lakh crore. 

6. From Bureaucratic Fragmentation to Integration 
1. Administrative Delays - The current system divides oversight between the Ministry of Rural 

Development and the Department of Empowerment of PwDs, causing duplicate work, delays, and 
poor accountability. 

2. Proposed Centralization - India needs a single National Disability Pension Authority to streamline 
eligibility, manage a national registry, ensure benefit portability, and monitor state-level 
performance. This mirrors integrated global bodies like South Africa’s SASSA, Australia’s NDIA, and 
Brazil’s INSS. 
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3. Global Geopolitical Alignment - Building an integrated system helps support India’s goals for an 
expanded UN Security Council seat by meeting its international commitments under the UNCRPD 
(Article 28), ILO Recommendation 202, SDG 1.3, and the G-20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration. 

7. Linking Pensions with Employment Supports 
1. Productive Participation - Combining cash assistance with employment programs helps shift PwDs 

from survival to active economic participation. 
2. Global Convergence - Singapore, South Korea, South Africa, and Brazil successfully link pensions 

directly with employment and social security networks. 
3. Strengthening Domestic Initiatives - India can use this approach to expand its fragmented 

Disability Employment Incentive Scheme, drawing on tools like employer tax incentives (Nigeria), the 
Access to Work programme (UK), or wage subsidies (Australia). This can build on existing domestic 
platforms like PM-DAKSH and the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS). 

8. The Constitutional and Moral Imperative 
1. Ending the Postcode Lottery - Modern welfare tools like Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) and the UPI 

mean the technical capacity for nationwide scale already exists. What is missing is the political will to 
prevent disability benefits from being determined by geographical location. 

2. A Constitutional Guarantor - Enforcing a baseline floor rate transitions the state from a benevolent 
provider into a constitutional guarantor, protecting fundamental rights to equality (Article 14) and life 
with dignity (Article 21). 

3. Fulfilling Social Justice - A modern nation cannot leave its most vulnerable citizens at the mercy of 
state-level budget shifts. Federalism should not be an excuse for inequality. 

 
Source - https -//www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/equality-of-treatment-for-persons-with-
disabilities/article71094672.ece 

Question  
"Disability pensions in India remain fragmented, discretionary, and dependent on location, which 
undermines the constitutional promise of life with dignity. Analyze the structural and financial 
feasibility of establishing a Minimum Universal Disability Pension Floor Rate (MUDPFR) to fix these 
gaps." (250 Words, 15 Marks) 

1. Introduction 
India's digital welfare architecture has made significant strides in last-mile delivery through 

platforms like Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) and UPI. However, social security for Persons with Disabilities 
(PwDs)—which currently affects an estimated 4.5 to 6 crore citizens—remains inadequate and 
fragmented. Shifting from a model of discretionary welfare to a Minimum Universal Disability Pension 
Floor Rate (MUDPFR) is necessary to guarantee basic constitutional rights across all states. 

2. Structural Weaknesses in the Current System 
1. Geographical Disparities - Because pension values are determined by individual state budgets 

rather than the actual severity of a disability, monthly support amounts fluctuate wildly, with most 
states offering just ₹300 to ₹500. This turns core constitutional rights into an unequal geographic 
lottery. 

2. Administrative Delays - Responsibility is split between the Ministry of Rural Development and the 
Department of Empowerment of PwDs, leading to overlapping work, delivery delays, and weak 
institutional accountability. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/equality-of-treatment-for-persons-with-disabilities/article71094672.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/equality-of-treatment-for-persons-with-disabilities/article71094672.ece
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3. Economic Costs of Exclusion - Failing to provide adequate income security and employment 
support causes an estimated 3% to 7% loss in national GDP due to the exclusion of PwDs from the 
active workforce. 

3. Structural and Financial Feasibility of MUDPFR 
1. Clear Financial Viability - India currently spends just 0.02% of its GDP on disability welfare, which is 

significantly lower than South Africa (0.15%) or Brazil (0.50%). Setting a uniform national floor rate of 
₹10,000 per month for 65 lakh beneficiaries would cost ₹78,000 crore. This keeps total expenditure 
well under 0.2% of GDP, making it fully manageable when compared to existing allocations like food 
subsidies (₹2.05 lakh crore) or infrastructure (₹11.11 lakh crore). 

2. Administrative Centralization - Setting up a single National Disability Pension Authority would 
allow the state to manage uniform eligibility criteria, build a unified registry, and ensure benefit 
portability across state borders. This aligns with successful international models like South Africa's 
SASSA or Australia's NDIA. 

3. Linking Benefits with Employment - A uniform floor rate can be integrated with existing programs 
like PM-DAKSH and the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS). Providing wage subsidies 
or tax incentives can help transition vulnerable individuals from basic survival to active economic 
participation. 

Conclusion 
Establishing a MUDPFR is more than an administrative adjustment; it is a clear moral and 

constitutional imperative. By leveraging India's established digital payment infrastructure, the state can 
transition from a benevolent provider into a constitutional guarantor. This step honors the right to life 
with dignity under Article 21, prevents federal diversity from causing regional inequality, and secures a 
strong foundation for social justice. 
 
Source - https -//www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/equality-of-treatment-for-persons-with-
disabilities/article71094672.ece 
 

2. India at G7 - From guest to strategic partner (IE) 
GS Paper II - International Relations 
Topic - Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s 
interests; Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests. 
Sub-Topic - Evolution of India-G7 Engagement, Indo-Mediterranean Geostationary Framework, India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), Global South Leadership, and Countering Trans-Regional 
Alliances. 

1. Introduction 
1. Upcoming Summit - Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to attend the upcoming G7 summit 

in France. 
2. Historic Trajectory - India's engagement with this elite bloc started in 2003 (when it was the G8) 

under PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
3. Sustained Presence - PM Manmohan Singh attended five times, and PM Modi has attended every 

annual summit held since 2019. 
4. Core Shift - Having been invited more than a dozen times, India's consistent presence marks its 

transition from a symbolic guest to a pivotal strategic partner in global geopolitics. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/equality-of-treatment-for-persons-with-disabilities/article71094672.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/equality-of-treatment-for-persons-with-disabilities/article71094672.ece
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2. The Changing Global Economic Landscape 
1. Evolution of the Bloc - The group originated in 1975 as the G6 (US, UK, West Germany, France, Italy, 

Japan), added Canada in 1976 to become the G7, and included Russia from 1998 until its 2014 
expulsion over the annexation of Crimea. 

2. Declining Economic Share - The G8 originally controlled over two-thirds of global GDP. However, with 
the rise of new economies like India, China, and ASEAN nations, the G7's modern share of global GDP 
has fallen to roughly 40%. 

3. Enduring Strategic Power - Despite a lower GDP share, the G7 retains significant global influence due 
to its leadership in advanced technologies, defense, green innovation, cyber security, and space 
domains. 

3. Strategic Drivers Behind India-G7 Interdependence 
1. Bilateral Agreements - India holds strong strategic agreements with all seven individual G7 member 

nations. 
2. Engaging European Power - With four individual European member states alongside the presence of 

the European Union, the G7 functions as a highly Europe-dominated forum. 
3. Global South Leadership - India has positioned itself within the G7 ecosystem as a leading, stable 

voice for the Global South, backed by a rapidly growing economy, advanced tech sectors, and a 
massive pool of skilled talent. 

4. The India-EU FTA - Reflecting a decade-long acceleration in ties, India concluded an important Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) with the European Union this year. 

4. The Indo-Mediterranean Vision and IMEC 
1. Geostrategic Concept - A central feature of India's foreign policy is the "Indo-Mediterranean" 

concept—an emerging geostatrary framework that actively connects the Indian Ocean with Europe. 
2. Modern vs. Historical Links - This concept modernizes centuries-old commercial routes through 

which India traded spices, textiles, and precious stones with the Arab and Mediterranean worlds. 
3. Joint Diplomatic Push - During a visit to Rome in May, PM Modi and Italian PM Giorgia Meloni co-

authored an op-ed declaring the Indo-Mediterranean a vital corridor for trade, energy, data, ideas, 
and technology. 

4. The Role of IMEC - Launched during India's 2023 G20 presidency, the India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEC) serves as the primary infrastructure vehicle for this trans-regional 
connection. 

5. Multilateral Contrast - Unlike China's top-down, singularly spearheaded Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), the Indo-Mediterranean framework uses an inclusive model where every participating country 
plays an active role. 

6. The "Indo-Atlantic" Frontier - Over time, this Indo-Mediterranean axis could develop into an "Indo-
Atlantic" strategic space, acting as a western counterpart to the Indo-Pacific and reshaping global 
maritime dynamics. 

5. Underlying Pressures and Geopolitical Headwinds 
1. Domestic Economic Imperatives - India relies on Europe's capital and technology to achieve 

atmanirbharta (self-reliance) in deep-tech and frontier sectors, and to drive the massive 
industrialization needed to create employment for its youth. 

2. The Middle East Variable - Realizing this vision requires a stable Middle East, as the IMEC transit 
corridor runs directly through the UAE and Saudi Arabia. 
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3. Emerging Geopolitical Counter-Alignments - India must navigate a growing diplomatic bonhomie 
among Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Egypt, and Pakistan, which could pose a strategic challenge to 
the IMEC pathway. 

Source - https -//www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-
express/20260613/281968909381003?srsltid=AfmBOoob474BavT-
5dPcDQIB2cdG1u9zpKzBQjGVEqsNsL2RwiaoaY51 

Question  
"The concept of the 'Indo-Mediterranean' represents a significant expansion of India's maritime and 
economic strategy, serving as a western counterpart to the Indo-Pacific. Elucidate this statement in 
light of India's growing engagement with the G7 and the development of trans-regional trade 
corridors." (250 Words, 15 Marks) 

1. Introduction 
India's sustained engagement with the G7—visible in its transition from a symbolic invitee to a 

permanent strategic partner—reflects its growing role in global governance. As the G7's collective share 
of global GDP has altered to roughly 40%, the bloc relies on India to link with the Global South and 
cooperate on advanced technologies. A defining feature of this partnership is the Indo-Mediterranean 
framework, a geostrategic approach that connects the Indian Ocean to Europe to secure trans-regional 
supply chains. 

2. The Strategic and Economic Pillars of the Indo-Mediterranean 
The Indo-Mediterranean axis modernizes historic trade routes to address modern geo-economic needs 
- 
1. The Infrastructure Link via IMEC - First launched during India's 2023 G20 Presidency, the India-Middle 

East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) functions as the core connectivity network for this framework. 
It establishes a fast corridor for trade, energy, data, and technology transit between the Indian 
Ocean and Europe. 

2. An Inclusive Alternative to the BRI - Unlike China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which is controlled 
entirely by Beijing, the Indo-Mediterranean model is designed around shared governance, ensuring 
every participating nation plays an active role. 

3. A Platform for Domestic Industrialization - Partnering with European powers allows India to access 
the capital and deep-tech investments needed to support atmanirbharta (self-reliance) and create 
industrial manufacturing jobs for its youth. This economic link is further supported by the conclusion 
of the landmark India-EU FTA. 

3. Geopolitical Challenges and Counter-Alignments 
Successfully executing this western maritime strategy faces several complex geopolitical challenges - 
1. Dependence on Middle Eastern Stability - Because the IMEC transit corridor runs directly through the 

UAE and Saudi Arabia, its success remains tied to the stability of the broader Middle East. 
2. Navigating Regional Alliances - India must manage emerging political alignments among key 

regional states—including Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Turkey, and Egypt—which could create operational 
or diplomatic hurdles for the corridor. 

Conclusion 
The Indo-Mediterranean framework marks a major shift from a continental to a maritime 

approach in India's western foreign policy. By using the IMEC to link the Indian Ocean with European 
markets, India can bypass traditional land-border constraints and build a stable economic corridor. 

https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-express/20260613/281968909381003?srsltid=AfmBOoob474BavT-5dPcDQIB2cdG1u9zpKzBQjGVEqsNsL2RwiaoaY51
https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-express/20260613/281968909381003?srsltid=AfmBOoob474BavT-5dPcDQIB2cdG1u9zpKzBQjGVEqsNsL2RwiaoaY51
https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-express/20260613/281968909381003?srsltid=AfmBOoob474BavT-5dPcDQIB2cdG1u9zpKzBQjGVEqsNsL2RwiaoaY51
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Over time, developing this axis into an "Indo-Atlantic" strategic space will protect global supply chains, 
counter unilateral regional corridors, and secure India's position as an equal partner to the world's 
leading industrial democracies. 
 
Source - https -//www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-
express/20260613/281968909381003?srsltid=AfmBOoob474BavT-
5dPcDQIB2cdG1u9zpKzBQjGVEqsNsL2RwiaoaY51 
 

3. The Gigawatt and The Gap (FE) 
General Studies Paper - General Studies Paper III – Indian Economy 
Topic - Renewable Energy Transition 
Sub-Topic - Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme 

Introduction 
India has emerged as one of the world's fastest-growing renewable energy markets and a global 

leader in solar power deployment. However, while solar installation capacity has expanded rapidly, 
domestic manufacturing of key solar components such as cells and wafers remains limited. This 
mismatch between installation growth and manufacturing capability creates strategic vulnerabilities, 
highlighting the need for a stronger and more resilient solar supply chain. 

1. India's Solar Energy Success Story 
Rapid Expansion of Solar Capacity 
1. India has become one of the largest solar energy markets globally.  
2. Solar power is a key pillar of India's clean energy transition and climate commitments.  
Contribution to Energy Security 
1. Reduces dependence on imported fossil fuels.  
2. Diversifies India's energy mix and strengthens long-term sustainability.  
Economic Benefits 
1. Creates employment opportunities.  
2. Attracts investments in renewable energy infrastructure.  
3. Supports green industrial development.  

2. The Gigawatt Gap - Deployment vs Manufacturing 
Strong Installation Capacity 
1. India has significantly increased solar power generation capacity.  
2. Large-scale solar parks and renewable energy projects have accelerated deployment.  
Weak Domestic Manufacturing Base 
1. Domestic production of solar cells and wafers remains inadequate.  
2. Manufacturing is concentrated primarily in module assembly rather than upstream components.  
Import Dependence 
1. A significant share of critical solar inputs continues to be imported.  
2. Dependence on external suppliers creates supply chain vulnerabilities.  

3. Challenges Facing Domestic Solar Manufacturing 
Dependence on Imported Inputs 
1. Solar manufacturing requires polysilicon, wafers, cells, and other specialised components.  
2. Limited domestic production capacity increases reliance on foreign suppliers.  

https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-express/20260613/281968909381003?srsltid=AfmBOoob474BavT-5dPcDQIB2cdG1u9zpKzBQjGVEqsNsL2RwiaoaY51
https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-express/20260613/281968909381003?srsltid=AfmBOoob474BavT-5dPcDQIB2cdG1u9zpKzBQjGVEqsNsL2RwiaoaY51
https://www.pressreader.com/india/the-indian-express/20260613/281968909381003?srsltid=AfmBOoob474BavT-5dPcDQIB2cdG1u9zpKzBQjGVEqsNsL2RwiaoaY51
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Concentrated Global Supply Chains 
1. Global solar manufacturing is heavily concentrated in a few countries.  
2. Supply disruptions can affect project timelines and costs.  
High Capital Requirements 
1. Establishing upstream manufacturing facilities requires substantial investments.  
2. Long gestation periods increase financial risks.  
Technology Gaps 
1. Rapid technological advancements require continuous innovation and upgrading.  
2. Domestic firms face challenges in achieving global competitiveness.  
Cost Competitiveness 
1. Imported components often benefit from economies of scale.  
2. Domestic manufacturers face cost disadvantages during the initial stages.  

4. Strategic Importance of Domestic Manufacturing 
Energy Security 
1. Reduces vulnerability to geopolitical disruptions and export restrictions.  
2. Ensures uninterrupted expansion of renewable energy capacity.  
Industrial Development 
1. Creates high-value manufacturing ecosystems.  
2. Encourages technological innovation and skill development.  
Supply Chain Resilience 
1. Strengthens domestic value chains and reduces external dependencies.  
2. Improves long-term sustainability of the renewable energy sector.  
Economic Self-Reliance 
1. Supports the objectives of Atmanirbhar Bharat.  
2. Enhances India's position in global clean-energy value chains.  

5. Government Initiatives 
Approved List of Models and Manufacturers (ALMM) 
1. Encourages the use of domestically manufactured solar equipment.  
2. Supports local manufacturing capacity.  
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme 
1. Promotes integrated solar manufacturing.  
2. Encourages investments in upstream and downstream segments.  
Domestic Content Promotion 
1. Incentivises local production and value addition.  
2. Supports the development of indigenous manufacturing capabilities.  

6. Way Forward 
Develop Integrated Manufacturing Ecosystems 
1. Expand production of polysilicon, wafers, cells, and modules.  
2. Promote end-to-end domestic value chains.  
Strengthen Research and Development 
1. Invest in advanced solar technologies and innovation.  
2. Enhance collaboration between industry and research institutions.  
Diversify Supply Sources 
1. Reduce excessive dependence on any single country.  
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2. Build resilient and diversified global partnerships.  
Facilitate Long-Term Investments 
1. Provide policy stability and financial incentives.  
2. Encourage private sector participation in manufacturing.  
Build Strategic Resource Security 
1. Secure access to critical minerals and raw materials required for solar technologies.  

Conclusion 
India's renewable energy transition cannot rely solely on rapid solar deployment. Long-term energy 
security requires the simultaneous development of strong domestic manufacturing capabilities. 
Bridging the gap between installation capacity and industrial capacity will be essential for creating a 
resilient, self-reliant, and globally competitive clean energy ecosystem. 
 
Source - https -//www.financialexpress.com/opinion/the-gigawatt-and-the-gap/4266156/ 

Question 
Q. India's rapid solar power expansion has exposed the gap between renewable energy deployment 
and domestic manufacturing capability. Examine the challenges associated with India's solar 
manufacturing ecosystem and suggest measures to strengthen supply chain resilience. (250 Words) 

Introduction 
India has emerged as a major global player in solar energy deployment. However, the country's 

dependence on imported solar components highlights a significant mismatch between renewable 
energy expansion and domestic manufacturing capacity. 

Challenges 
Import Dependence 
1. Heavy reliance on imported solar cells, wafers, and upstream inputs creates strategic vulnerabilities.  
Concentrated Global Supply Chains 
1. Excessive dependence on limited suppliers increases exposure to geopolitical and trade disruptions.  
High Capital and Technology Requirements 
1. Establishing integrated manufacturing facilities requires substantial investments and advanced 

technology.  
Cost Competitiveness Issues 
1. Domestic manufacturers face challenges competing with large-scale global producers.  

Importance of Domestic Manufacturing 
Energy Security 
1. Reduces vulnerability to supply disruptions and external dependencies.  
Industrial Development 
1. Promotes employment generation, innovation, and value addition.  
Supply Chain Resilience 
1. Strengthens domestic clean-energy ecosystems and supports sustainable growth.  
Measures Required 
1. Expand integrated manufacturing through PLI and related incentives.  
2. Invest in R&D and advanced solar technologies.  
3. Secure access to critical minerals and raw materials.  
4. Encourage private investment and policy stability.  

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/the-gigawatt-and-the-gap/4266156/
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5. Diversify international supply chains while strengthening domestic capabilities.  

Conclusion 
Achieving renewable energy targets requires more than installing solar capacity. India must 

simultaneously build a robust manufacturing ecosystem that enhances energy security, industrial 
competitiveness, and long-term strategic resilience. 
 
Source - https -//www.financialexpress.com/opinion/the-gigawatt-and-the-gap/4266156/ 
 

4. A Culture of Excuses (TS) 
General Studies Paper - General Studies Paper III – Disaster Management and Internal Security 
Topic - Good Governance and Accountability 
Sub-Topic - Urban Governance and Infrastructure 

Introduction 
Public safety is often viewed through the lens of emergency response and disaster relief. 

However, recurring incidents such as fires, infrastructure collapses, urban flooding, industrial accidents, 
and civic failures reveal that safety is fundamentally linked to governance and accountability. Effective 
institutions, responsible leadership, strict enforcement of regulations, and active citizen participation 
form the foundation of a safe and resilient society. 

1. Accountability and Public Safety - The Critical Link 
Governance Determines Safety Outcomes 
1. Public safety depends not only on infrastructure but also on how institutions function.  
2. Failures in planning, monitoring, inspection, and enforcement often transform manageable risks into 

disasters.  
Prevention is More Important than Response 
1. Effective governance focuses on risk reduction before crises occur.  
2. Regular inspections, audits, and compliance mechanisms help prevent accidents.  
Trust and Institutional Credibility 
1. Citizens develop confidence in institutions when authorities act transparently and responsibly.  
2. Accountability strengthens public trust and social stability.  

2. Major Causes of Governance-Related Safety Failures 
Weak Regulatory Enforcement 
1. Building codes, fire safety norms, environmental regulations, and infrastructure standards are often 

poorly enforced.  
2. Violations frequently remain unnoticed until disasters occur.  
Administrative Negligence 
1. Delayed maintenance of public infrastructure increases vulnerability.  
2. Lack of monitoring allows risks to accumulate over time.  
Fragmented Responsibility 
1. Multiple agencies often share responsibilities without clear accountability.  
2. Diffused authority leads to blame-shifting after failures occur.  
Absence of Local-Level Oversight 
1. Centralized governance structures may delay problem identification and resolution.  
2. Local institutions often lack adequate authority and resources.  

https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/the-gigawatt-and-the-gap/4266156/
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3. Consequences of Accountability Deficits 
Loss of Human Lives 
1. Infrastructure failures, fires, floods, and industrial accidents result in preventable deaths and injuries.  
Economic Costs 
1. Damage to infrastructure disrupts economic activity and public services.  
2. Reconstruction and compensation impose heavy fiscal burdens.  
Erosion of Public Trust 
1. Repeated governance failures reduce confidence in public institutions.  
2. Citizens become skeptical about state capacity and responsiveness.  
Social Vulnerability 
1. Poor and marginalized communities often bear the greatest burden of institutional failures.  
2. Inequality in access to safety and services deepens social divisions.  

4. Importance of Decentralised Governance 
Faster Problem Resolution 
1. Local authorities can identify and address risks more quickly.  
2. Community-level monitoring improves responsiveness.  
Enhanced Citizen Participation 
1. Residents can directly engage with local governance mechanisms.  
2. Greater public oversight strengthens accountability.  
Context-Specific Solutions 
1. Local bodies better understand area-specific vulnerabilities and needs.  
2. Enables targeted interventions rather than uniform approaches.  

5. Building a Culture of Accountability 
Institutional Accountability 
1. Clearly define responsibilities across departments and agencies.  
2. Establish performance-based evaluation mechanisms.  
Transparency and Public Disclosure 
1. Make inspection reports, audits, and compliance records publicly accessible.  
2. Encourage independent oversight and social audits.  
Technology-Based Monitoring 
1. Use digital platforms for real-time monitoring of infrastructure and services.  
2. Leverage GIS, sensors, and predictive analytics for risk management.  
Strengthening Civic Responsibility 
1. Citizens must actively report violations and participate in local governance.  
2. Public awareness improves compliance and community resilience.  

6. Key Areas Requiring Strong Accountability 
Urban Infrastructure 
1. Roads, bridges, drainage systems, and public buildings require regular maintenance and audits.  
Fire and Industrial Safety 
1. Strict compliance with safety regulations and emergency preparedness measures.  
Environmental Governance 
1. Effective pollution control, waste management, and ecological protection.  
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Disaster Risk Reduction 
1. Integration of risk assessments into planning and development decisions.  

7. Way Forward 
Strengthen Regulatory Institutions 
1. Improve enforcement capacity and reduce political interference.  
2. Ensure independent inspections and compliance monitoring.  
Empower Local Governments 
1. Provide financial, administrative, and technical autonomy to local bodies.  
2. Strengthen ward-level and municipal accountability mechanisms.  
Promote Data-Driven Governance 
1. Use technology for early warning systems, infrastructure monitoring, and public reporting.  
Institutionalise Accountability 
1. Fix responsibility for lapses through legal and administrative mechanisms.  
2. Encourage a culture where prevention is rewarded and negligence is penalized.  

Conclusion 
Public safety is not merely a function of infrastructure or emergency response; it is ultimately a 

reflection of governance quality. A society becomes safer when accountability is embedded in 
institutions, regulations are effectively enforced, and citizens actively participate in oversight. 
Strengthening accountability at every level of governance is essential for building resilient cities, 
protecting lives, and ensuring sustainable development. 
 
Source - https -//www.thestatesman.com/opinion/a-culture-of-excuses-1503605118.html 

Question 
Q. Public safety failures are often manifestations of deeper governance and accountability deficits. 
Examine the relationship between accountability and public safety. Suggest measures to strengthen 
institutional responsibility in India. (250 Words) 

Introduction 
Public safety is closely linked to the effectiveness of governance systems. Many disasters and 

infrastructure failures arise not from the absence of rules but from weak implementation, poor oversight, 
and lack of accountability among institutions responsible for public welfare. 

Relationship Between Accountability and Public Safety 
Preventive Governance 
1. Accountability ensures regular inspections, maintenance, and compliance with safety standards.  
2. Reduces the likelihood of preventable accidents and disasters.  
Institutional Responsibility 
1. Clearly defined responsibilities improve coordination among agencies.  
2. Prevents administrative negligence and blame-shifting.  
Public Trust 
1. Transparent and accountable institutions strengthen citizen confidence and cooperation.  
2. Enhances effectiveness of governance interventions.  
Efficient Service Delivery 
1. Accountability improves the quality of infrastructure, disaster preparedness, and public services.  

 

https://www.thestatesman.com/opinion/a-culture-of-excuses-1503605118.html


PL RAJ’S CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 

13 
 

Challenges 
1. Weak enforcement of regulations.  
2. Fragmented institutional responsibilities.  
3. Inadequate local governance capacity.  
4. Limited transparency and monitoring mechanisms.  

Measures 
1. Strengthen independent regulatory oversight.  
2. Conduct regular safety audits and social audits.  
3. Empower local governments with resources and authority.  
4. Use digital technologies for monitoring and public reporting.  
5. Establish strict penalties for negligence and non-compliance.  

Conclusion 
Accountability is the cornerstone of public safety. Building resilient institutions, empowering local 

governance, and ensuring transparent enforcement mechanisms are essential to reduce risks, protect 
citizens, and promote sustainable development. 
 
Source - https -//www.thestatesman.com/opinion/a-culture-of-excuses-1503605118.html 
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