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Building Bureaucrats Since 2006

3. Pm Modi to Participate In 52nd G7 Summit in France — International

Relations

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to participate in the 52nd G7 Summit in France —
marking his seventh consecutive participation and India’s 14th overall engagement with the Group of
Seven. India is the only country to hold the distinction of having been invited to G7 gatherings 15 times, a
record that reflects the steady elevation of India’s role in the architecture of global governance over the
past two decades.
1.About the G7 - Origin and Evolution

The G7 — the Group of Seven — is an informal intergovernmental forum comprising seven of the
world's largest advanced economies - Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and
the United States. The European Union also participates in G7 meetings, though it is not counted as a
formal member. Together, G7 nations represent approximately 10% of the world's population and nearly
30% of global GDP.

The group originated in 1975 as the G6 — comprising France, West Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom, and the United States — convened in response to the 1973 oil crisis and its economic
aftershocks. Canada joined in 1976, completing the G7. Russia was admitted in 1998, briefly transforming
the grouping into the G8, but its membership was suspended in 2014 following the annexation of Crimeaq,
restoring the G7 format.

Despite having no formal legislative authority or enforcement mechanisms, the G7's political
weight derives from its members’ collective dominance of global economic output, technological
capacity, financial systems, and diplomatic influence. Decisions and commitments made at G7 summits
routinely shape international trade norms, climate finance frameworks, sanctions regimes, and
development aid priorities. The annual G7 presidency rotates among member states, with the host
country setting the agenda for that year's summit.

India’s association with the G7 began formally in 2003. Since then, India has been invited as a
guest nation — not a full member — to participate in discussions on issues of global relevance where
India's perspective and cooperation are considered indispensable.
2.Why the G7 Summit Matters
1. Economic influence at the highest level - G7 countries collectively drive global financial systems, set

international trade norms through bilateral and multilateral agreements, and possess the
institutional weight to coordinate responses to financial crises, currency instability, and debt distress
in developing economies.

2. Globalimpact of decisions - Climate finance commitments, development aid allocations, sanctions
regimes against aggressor states, and technology governance norms that emerge from G7 summits
cascade through international institutions — the IMF, World Bank, WTO, and UN — shaping outcomes
for the entire international community.

3. Crisis coordination - The G7 has served as a primary coordination platform during global crises —
the 2008 financial crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the Russia-Ukraine conflict all demonstrated
the group's role as a rapid-response coordinating forum for major economies.
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4. Symbol of rules-based multilateralism - The G7 explicitly upholds a rules-based international order
grounded in democratic values, human rights, and international law — principles that underpin the
global governance architecture India itself endorses.

3.India’s Strategic Significance at the G7

India’s repeated invitation to G7 summits reflects multiple dimensions of its growing global relevance.

1. Economic significance - India is among the world's fastest-growing major economies, projected to
become the third largest economy by GDP within this decade. Its large consumer market and
demographic dividend — with the world's largest working-age population — make it central to global
supply chain diversification, particularly in the context of the China-plus-one manufacturing
strategy.

2. Voice of the Global South - India has deliberately positioned itself as the primary articulator of
developing country perspectives in multilateral forums. Through BRICS, the G20 (where India held the
presidency in 2023), and the Global South Summit, India has consistently raised issues of climate
finance, debt restructuring, food security, and technology access — concerns that G7 nations need
developing world cooperation to address.

3. Indo-Pacific centrality - India’'s geographical position and naval capacity make it strategically
essential to maintaining a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific — a priority for all G7 members
seeking to balance China's growing maritime assertiveness in the region.

4. Trusted democratic partner - As the world's most populous democracy with a stable constitutional
system, India offers G7 nations a reliable long-term partner that operates within a recognisable
framework of rule of law and democratic accountability.

4.India’s Gains from G7 Engagement

India’s consistent G7 participation yields tangible strategic and economic returns.

1. Access to emerging technologies, research collaboration, and investment from advanced
economies in sectors such as semiconductors, artificial intelligence, clean energy, and critical
minerals.

2. Greater G7 support for reforms of global governance institutions — including the UN Security Council,
IMF quota reforms, and WTO dispute resolution mechanisms — that India has long championed.

3. Enhanced bilateral strategic partnerships with G7 members while preserving India’s strategic
autonomy — a balance India has carefully maintained by simultaneously engaging with BRICS, SCO,
and the Global South.

5.Concerns and Constraints

1. India remains outside the G7's formal decision-making structure, meaning its influence is exercised
through persuasion and coalition-building rather than through voting rights or formal membership.

2. Divergences persist on significant issues, including India’'s continued trade and energy relations with
Russia despite Western sanctions, differing positions on climate finance timelines, and varying
approaches to technology governance.

3. Managing the diplomatic balance between deep G7 engagement and India’s substantial ties with
Russia, Iran, and Global South partners requires continuous calibration and agility.
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