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NB8 VISIT TO INDIA - GS Il MAINS

Q. India stands to gain significantly from deepening its partnership and cooperation with the Nordic-
Baltic countries. Examine (10 marks, 150 words)

News: The NB8 visit to India focuses on cooperation and trust

What's in the news?
e The eight Nordic-Baltic countries are participating in the Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi.
e Itis the first joint high-level NB8 delegation outside Europe.

Significance of Visit to India:
1. Strategic Partnerships:

e India stands to benefit from strengthening strategic partnerships with Nordic-Baltic countries,
which are champions of democracy, human rights and multilateralism.

e C(loser cooperation with these nations can enhance India’s standing as a responsible global
actor committed to upholding shared values and principles.

2. Economic Collaboration:

e The NBS8 delegation’s visit offers avenues for enhanced economic collaboration between India
and the Nordic-Baltic region.

e Given the advanced economies and innovation-driven industries of NB8 countries, India can
explore opportunities for technology transfer, investment, and joint ventures across sectors
such as green transition, innovation, and digitalization.

3. Trade and Investment:

e Increased dialogue and cooperation with NB8 countries can facilitate greater trade and
investment flows between India and the Nordic-Baltic region.

e This collaboration can help diversify India’s trade partnerships and access new markets for
Indian goods and services, contributing to economic growth and development.

4. Knowledge Exchange:

e The NB&8’s participation in the Raisina Dialogue provides a platform for knowledge exchange
and learning opportunities for India.

e Collaboration in areas such as innovation, technology, and sustainable development can enable
India to leverage the expertise and best practices of Nordic-Baltic countries to address its own
developmental challenges effectively.

5. Regional Security and Stability:

e Strengthened cooperation with Nordic-Baltic countries can contribute to enhancing regional
security and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

e Closer dialogue on geopolitical issues, maritime security and defence cooperation can foster a
conducive environment for peace and prosperity in the region, aligning with India’s strategic
interests.
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6. Promotion of Shared Values:
e Engagement with NB8 countries reaffirms India’s commitment to promoting shared values of
democracy, human rights, and international law.
e By collaborating with like-minded partners, India can amplify its voice on global platforms
and advance common objectives related to peace, stability, and the rule of law.
7. Maritime Affairs and Trade:
e Given the geographic proximity of the Nordic-Baltic region and India, maritime affairs play a
crucial role in their collaboration.
e The nations explore avenues for enhancing maritime trade, ensuring secure sea routes, and
addressing common challenges in the maritime domain.
e The strategic importance of maritime cooperation contributes to economic growth and stability.
8. Health and Well-being:
e The cooperation extends to the health sector, reflecting a shared commitment to addressing
global health challenges.
e Collaborative efforts encompass initiatives related to public health, medical research, and the
exchange of expertise.
e Joint endeavours in health contribute to building resilient healthcare systems and addressing
common health concerns.
9. Space Cooperation and Future Technologies:
e Collaborative ventures in space research, satellite technology, and futuristic innovations
underscore the commitment to pushing the boundaries of scientific exploration.
e Space cooperation reflects a shared vision for advancing technology for the benefit of both
regions.

India stands to gain significantly from deepening its partnership and cooperation with the Nordic-
Baltic countries. Strengthening strategic alliances with nations committed to democracy and
multilateralism enhances India’s global reputation.



