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Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk and Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi pose after a press conference at the Chancellery of the Prime Minister in
Warsaw, Poland.

Introduction

On August 21, 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi embarked on a historic visit to Poland,
marking the first Indian Prime Minister's visit to the Central European country in 45 years. This
visit is not only a significant diplomatic milestone but also a reflection of the growing strategic
and economic ties between India and Poland. The visit, which also includes a leg in Ukraine,
aims to bolster bilateral relations, explore new avenues of cooperation, and reinforce India’s
commitment to global partnerships.

Historical Significance of the Visit

The visit by PM Modi to Poland is noteworthy for several reasons. First, it comes at a time when
India and Poland are celebrating the 70th anniversary of their diplomatic relations. This
milestone underscores the enduring nature of their partnership and highlights the evolving
dynamics of their bilateral engagement.

Historically, India and Poland have shared a cordial relationship, characterized by mutual respect
and cooperation in various domains. However, the infrequency of high-level exchanges has



limited the full potential of this partnership. PM Modi's visit is poised to redefine this narrative
by enhancing diplomatic, economic, and cultural ties between the two nations.

The last Indian Prime Minister to visit Poland was Jawaharlal Nehru in 1969. Since then, the
geopolitical landscape has evolved significantly, making this visit a critical juncture in
revitalizing and expanding the relationship. The visit also symbolizes India's broader strategy of
engaging with Central and Eastern European countries, strengthening its presence in the region,
and fostering a balanced foreign policy.

Key Announcements and Agreements

During his visit, PM Modi announced a landmark social security agreement between India and

Poland. This agreement is expected to benefit Indian and Polish citizens working in each other's
countries by ensuring their social security rights are preserved. It reflects the growing economic
ties between the two nations and their commitment to protecting the welfare of their expatriates.

The social security agreement is part of a broader agenda to enhance bilateral cooperation in
various sectors. PM Modi emphasized that the partnership between India and Poland has been
strengthening in areas such as new technology and clean energy. The agreement is expected to
facilitate greater mobility and economic engagement, fostering deeper economic and social
connections between the two countries.

Another highlight of the visit was PM Modi's recognition of Kabaddi as a bridge between India
and Poland. Poland is set to host the Kabaddi Championship for the first time, reflecting the
growing popularity of the sport in Europe. This cultural exchange is a testament to the vibrant
and multifaceted nature of the India-Poland relationship, showcasing how sports and culture can
play a role in diplomatic engagement.

Strengthening Diplomatic Ties

During his visit, PM Modi met with Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk and President Andrzej
Duda. These meetings aimed to advance bilateral relations and explore new avenues for
collaboration. PM Modi's interactions with Polish leaders were expected to address a range of
issues, including trade, investment, and technological cooperation.

The visit also included discussions on enhancing strategic partnerships and exploring joint
initiatives in sectors such as clean energy and technology. The emphasis on these areas aligns
with India's broader foreign policy goals of promoting sustainable development and
technological advancement.

Economic and Technological Cooperation

India and Poland have witnessed growing economic and technological cooperation in recent
years. Indian companies have made significant investments in Poland, creating job opportunities
and contributing to the local economy. Similarly, Polish companies have expanded their
operations in India, reflecting the mutual benefits of their economic engagement.



PM Modi highlighted the progress made in various sectors, including digital infrastructure,
public transport, and broadband connectivity. India’s rapid advancement in these areas, including
the expansion of 5G networks and the rise of electric vehicle sales, underscores its commitment
to innovation and technological growth.

The visit also provided an opportunity to discuss ongoing projects and explore new
collaborations in clean energy and green technology. India's focus on becoming a global hub for
green hydrogen and electric mobility aligns with Poland's interests in sustainable development,
creating opportunities for joint ventures and knowledge sharing.

Cultural and Social Connections

Cultural and social connections between India and Poland have played a significant role in their
bilateral relationship. The acknowledgment of Kabaddi as a common link between the two
nations exemplifies how cultural exchanges can strengthen diplomatic ties.

PM Modi's address to the Indian community in Warsaw highlighted the significance of cultural
diplomacy in fostering mutual understanding and collaboration. The engagement with the Indian
diaspora in Poland, many of whom have contributed to the local community, reflects India's
appreciation for its global citizens and their role in strengthening international relations.

Implications for Global Partnerships

PM Modi's visit to Poland is part of a broader strategy to enhance India's global presence and
foster strong partnerships with key countries. The visit underscores India's commitment to
engaging with Central and Eastern Europe and reflects a shift towards a more inclusive and
proactive foreign policy.

The emphasis on maintaining equal closeness with all nations, as opposed to a policy of
equidistance, reflects India's approach to building balanced and mutually beneficial relationships.
India aims to expand its influence and contribute to global stability and development by
strengthening ties with Poland and other countries in the region.

Conclusion

PM Modi's historic visit to Poland marks a significant milestone in the India-Poland relationship.
The visit not only celebrates the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations but also sets the stage
for enhanced cooperation in various domains, including technology, clean energy, and cultural
exchange.

The announcements and agreements made during the visit, including the social security
agreement and the recognition of Kabaddi, reflect the growing depth of the bilateral partnership.
The meetings with Polish leaders and engagement with the Indian diaspora further underscore
the importance of strengthening diplomatic, economic, and cultural ties.



As India continues to pursue its goal of becoming a developed nation by 2047, strengthening
relationships with key partners like Poland will play a crucial role in achieving this vision. The
visit serves as a testament to India's commitment to global engagement and its dedication to
fostering mutually beneficial relationships with nations worldwide.

MAIN PRACTICE QUESTIONS

Question 1: Discuss the implications of India‘s disinvestment policy on the public sector
undertakings (PSUs) since 1990. Analyze the rationality behind the policy and evaluate the
effects of the Narendra Modi government's approach towards disinvestment before and
after COVID-109.

Answer Guidelines:

1. Introduction:

>
>

Briefly introduce India’s disinvestment policy and its objectives since 1990.

Mention the broader context of economic reforms and public sector reforms.

2. Historical Context:

>

Outline the initial rationale behind disinvestment (reducing fiscal deficits,
improving efficiency, and attracting private investment).
Discuss early approaches and challenges faced (e.qg., political resistance,

inadequate valuation).

3. Narendra Modi Government’s Approach:

>

Describe the shift in policy under Modi, including more aggressive disinvestment
targets.

Highlight pre-COVID strategies such as strategic sales and minority stake sales.
Discuss post-COVID measures like the National Monetization Pipeline (NMP)

and asset restructuring.

4. Impact Analysis:

>
>
>

Evaluate the outcomes of the policy, including successes and failures.
Discuss how the disinvestment policy has affected various PSUs and sectors.
Mention any improvements in operational efficiency and revenue generation, as

well as ongoing issues.



5. Conclusion:
> Summarize the overall effectiveness of the disinvestment policy.
> Reflect on whether the policy has achieved its intended goals and suggest

potential improvements or future directions.

Question 2: Examine the role of ethics in public administration, particularly focusing on
the importance of transparency, accountability, and integrity. Discuss how these ethical
principles impact the functioning of government institutions and their relationship with the
public.

Answer Guidelines:

1. Introduction:
> Define ethics in public administration and its importance.
> Briefly introduce the key ethical principles: transparency, accountability, and
integrity.
2. Transparency:
> Explain what transparency means in the context of public administration.
> Discuss its significance for public trust and accountability.
> Provide examples of how transparency is implemented (e.g., public access to
information, open meetings).
3. Accountability:
> Define accountability and its role in public administration.
> Describe mechanisms for ensuring accountability (e.g., oversight committees,
audits).
> Explain how accountability affects decision-making and governance.
4. Integrity:
> Define integrity and its importance for public officials.
> Discuss the role of integrity in preventing corruption and conflicts of interest.
> Provide examples of practices that promote integrity (e.g., codes of conduct,

ethical training).



5. Impact on Government Institutions:
> Analyze how these ethical principles influence the functioning of government
institutions.
> Discuss the relationship between these principles and public perception/trust.

> Provide examples of positive and negative outcomes resulting from the adherence
or violation of these principles.

6. Conclusion:

> Summarize the overall impact of ethics on public administration.

> Reflect on the importance of maintaining high ethical standards for effective
governance and public trust.



