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ARMED FORCE SPECIAL POWERS ACT: NATIONAL ISSUES 

NEWS:  Centre, State set to review scope of AFSPA in Manipur 

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS ? 

The Centre and Manipur government are reviewing the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) 

amid ongoing ethnic violence between the Kuki-Zo and Meitei communities.As AFSPA’s six-month 

extension ends on September 30, differing views on its application in valley and hill districts 

highlight concerns over security and governance. 

 

Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA)  

• Purpose: AFSPA empowers armed forces to maintain public order in areas declared as 

"disturbed" due to internal conflicts or threats to public safety. 

• Disturbed Area: Regions where AFSPA is enforced, usually due to ongoing armed conflict 

or severe threats to public order. 

Key Provisions: 

• Troops can arrest without a warrant. 

• Enter and search premises without prior permission. 

• Use lethal force when deemed necessary for maintaining law and order. 

• Legal Immunity: Armed forces personnel are protected from legal prosecution for actions 

taken under the Act without prior sanction from the government. 

• Criticism: Alleged misuse, including human rights violations, has led to widespread calls for 

its repeal or reform. 

• Current Status: Implemented in parts of the northeastern states and Jammu & Kashmir, 

sparking debates about the balance between security needs and civil liberties. 
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Source: https://epaper.thehindu.com/ccidist-

ws/th/th_delhi/issues/100734/OPS/GQ5DCBE40.1+GEMDCD098.1.html 
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