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Introduction

The PM Gati Shakti initiative, launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on October 13, 2021, has
become a cornerstone of India’s infrastructure development. As it marks its third anniversary, the
initiative has gained significant traction in transforming the country’s logistics and multimodal
connectivity landscape. This initiative is part of a broader effort to align India's infrastructure goals
with its economic aspirations, aimed at creating seamless connectivity, reducing logistics costs, and
fostering overall economic growth.

The PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan (NMP) integrates multiple ministries and states, making it
one of the most ambitious programs to date in modernizing India’s infrastructure. This article delves
into its relevance today, its distinctive components, achievements, economic significance, future
prospects, and overall impact.
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Today’s Relevance

In an increasingly globalized world, a nation’s infrastructure defines its economic competitiveness.
For a growing economy like India, optimizing infrastructure to facilitate the smooth movement of
goods, services, and people is crucial. Prior to the launch of PM Gati Shakti, India's infrastructure
projects often faced issues like project delays, cost overruns, and a lack of coordination among
various departments. These bottlenecks, in turn, increased logistics costs and hindered efficient

service delivery.

Today, PM Gati Shakti stands as a critical initiative to reduce these bottlenecks by coordinating
efforts across various sectors—such as roadways, railways, ports, and aviation—under a unified
digital platform. It has become essential for achieving India’s long-term economic goals, which
include improving global competitiveness, achieving the Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India)

vision, and ensuring sustainable development.
Goals & components

The PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan was created with several distinct objectives, all of which

contribute to making India’s infrastructure more integrated and efficient.

1. Multimodal Connectivity: One of the main goals of the initiative is to establish seamless
connectivity between different modes of transport. Whether by road, rail, air, or water, the program
envisions a synchronized and efficient transport network that facilitates the faster movement of

goods and services.

2. Coordinated Project Execution: Traditionally, infrastructure projects in India have been
executed by different ministries without significant coordination. This has often resulted in delays
and inefficiencies. The PM Gati Shakti platform integrates data from over 44 central ministries and
36 state and union territory governments, enabling better coordination and planning across

departments.

3. Geospatial Technology for Planning: The program leverages geospatial technology to create an
integrated platform that provides accurate data for planning. This technology aids in project
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mapping, assessment, and inter-ministerial coordination, ensuring that projects are executed on time

and within budget.

4. State and District Level Integration: To ensure a uniform approach across the country, each
state and union territory has developed its own State Master Plan (SMP), aligned with the National
Master Plan. A District Master Plan (DMP) is also being developed for more localized planning,

promoting collaboration at the district level.
Achievements in its third year

In just three years, PM Gati Shakti has made impressive strides in improving infrastructure execution

across India. Some of the key achievements include:

1. Reduction in Logistics Costs: The initiative has helped reduce logistics costs by promoting better
coordination between different sectors. By ensuring more efficient transportation networks,
companies are now able to move goods faster, which has also reduced overall costs for businesses

and consumers.

2. Faster Project Execution: Through its integrated digital platform, PM Gati Shakti has
significantly cut down on project delays. Over 200 big-ticket infrastructure projects have been
evaluated by the Networking Planning Group (NPG) based on principles like integrated planning and

development of multimodal infrastructure.

3. State-Level Participation: All 36 States and Union Territories have developed their own State
Master Plan (SMP) portals, aligned with the National Master Plan. More than 533 projects have been
mapped by the states on the PM Gati Shakti platform, contributing to regional infrastructure
development.

4. Data Integration for Better Planning: By harnessing data from over 44 Central Ministries and
numerous state agencies, the initiative has provided a transparent, outcome-driven system. Ministries
and state governments now have access to shared geospatial data, which improves project execution

and monitoring.

P.L. RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY | 1447/C, 3rd floor, 15th Main Road,
Anna Nagar West, Chennai-40. Ph.N0.044-42323192, 9445032221
Email: plrajmemorial@gmail.com Website: www.plrajiasacademy.com
Telegram link: https://t.me/plrajias2006 YouTube: P L RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY


http://www.plrajiasacademy.com/

y PLRAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY

MAKING YOU SERVE THE NATION

Economic Significance

PM Gati Shakti plays a crucial role in supporting India’s economic growth. Infrastructure
development is one of the main pillars for boosting a country’s productivity and global
competitiveness. In India’s case, inefficient infrastructure has long been a stumbling block for
growth. High logistics costs—reportedly accounting for 13-14% of GDP—make it challenging for
Indian businesses to compete globally.

With PM Gati Shakti, India is targeting a significant reduction in logistics costs, which will help
industries become more competitive in the global market. It is particularly important for sectors like
agriculture, manufacturing, and retail, which rely on efficient transport networks. Moreover,
improved infrastructure helps foster foreign investment, as international companies are more likely

to invest in countries with reliable and cost-effective supply chains.
Future Prospects

As the PM Gati Shakti initiative evolves, it is set to embrace new technologies and expand its global
footprint. The incorporation of emerging technologies like Artificial Intelligence (Al) and the
Internet of Things (1oT) will further revolutionize infrastructure planning and management, allowing

for real-time data collection, predictive maintenance, and better resource allocation.

Additionally, India is working to extend the benefits of PM Gati Shakti internationally. Diplomatic
engagements are already underway with countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and others to
share the technological expertise gained through the initiative. This not only strengthens India’s

diplomatic ties but also positions the country as a leader in global infrastructure planning.

Looking ahead, the program’s focus will also include enhancing last-mile connectivity and
integrating various sectors such as Bharatmala, Sagarmala, UDAN, and inland waterways. These

initiatives will further boost connectivity and economic activity across India.
Conclusion

The PM Gati Shakti program is a bold and visionary step towards redefining India’s infrastructure
landscape. By focusing on multimodal connectivity, leveraging advanced technologies, and

promoting cross-sectoral collaboration, the initiative is driving India towards becoming a more
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efficient and globally competitive economy. In just three years, the initiative has not only improved
the way India plans and executes infrastructure projects but has also made significant contributions

to reducing logistics costs and ensuring seamless service delivery.

As it moves forward, PM Gati Shakti promises to play an even larger role in India's economic
development, aligning the country’s infrastructure capabilities with its ambitions for self-reliance and
global leadership. The future of India’s infrastructure development is undeniably bright with PM
Gati Shakti at its helm.

Main Practice question

Question:
Discuss the key objectives, achievements, and future prospects of the PM Gati Shakti initiative. How

has this initiative contributed to India's economic growth and infrastructure development?
Answer Guidelines:

« Introduction (Brief Overview): Begin by describing what PM Gati Shakti is, mentioning its
launch date and its primary objective to improve India’s infrastructure through coordinated,
multimodal connectivity.

o Key Objectives:

> Mention the main goals, such as reducing logistics costs, improving last-mile
connectivity, and integrating multiple ministries and state governments for efficient
project execution.

> Highlight the use of geospatial technology and data integration from 44 ministries and
36 states/UTs.

e Achievements:

> Discuss the reduction in logistics costs and faster project execution as key successes.

> Mention specific achievements like the creation of State Master Plans (SMP), the
evaluation of over 200 large infrastructure projects, and the integration of 533 projects
mapped by states.

e« Economic Contribution:
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> Explain how PM Gati Shakti has helped improve India’s global competitiveness by
reducing logistics costs, making businesses more efficient.
> Discuss the initiative’s role in supporting India's Atmanirbhar Bharat vision and
increasing foreign investment by enhancing infrastructure reliability.
Future Prospects:
> Talk about the planned use of advanced technologies like Al and IoT to further
optimize infrastructure management.
> Mention the global outreach of PM Gati Shakti, such as sharing geospatial technology
with neighboring countries.
Conclusion: Summarize the initiative’s transformative role in shaping India’s infrastructure

and economic landscape, and its importance for India’s future growth and development.
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