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ASEAN-INDIA REALTIONS — INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

NEWS: The prime Minister of India attended the 21st ASEAN-Indian Summit 2024 that was
recently held in Laos.

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS?

PM’s 10-point plan to strengthen India-ASEAN relations:

e The prime Minister of India announced a 10-point plan to mark a decade of India’s Act East
Policy.

o In keeping with the theme of ‘Enhancing Connectivity and Resilience’, the Prime Minister
announced a 10-point plan:

Tourism: The year 2025 will be celebrated as ASEAN-India Year of Tourism for
which India will make available USD 5 million towards joint activities.

People-to-people connect: Celebrate a decade of Act East Policy through several
people centric activities including Youth Summit, Start-up Festival, Hackathon, Music
Festival, ASEAN-India Network of Think Tanks and Delhi Dialogue

Science and Technology: India will organise ASEAN-India Women Scientists
Conclave under ASEAN-India Science and Technology Development Fund.

Education: India to double the number of scholarships at Nalanda University and
provision of new scholarships for ASEAN students at Agricultural Universities in
India.

Trade: Review of ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement by 2025.

Disaster Management: Enhancing Disaster Resilience for which India will make
available USD 5 million.

Health: Initiate a new Health Ministers’ track towards building Health Resilience.

Cyber Security: Initiate a regular mechanism of ASEAN-India Cyber Policy
Dialogue towards strengthening Digital and Cyber Resilience.

Energy: Organising workshop on Green Hydrogen.

Environment conservation: India Invited ASEAN Leaders to join the ‘Plant a Tree
for Mother’ campaign towards building climate resilience.

About Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a regional intergovernmental organization
comprising Ten Countries in Southeast Asia.
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ASEAN’s Objectives:

1. To promote intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic, political, security,
military, educational, and sociocultural integration among its members and other countries in
Asia.

2. To maintain close and beneficial cooperation with existing international and regional
organisations.

3. To promote regional peace and stability through abiding respect for justice and the rule of law
and adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter.

4. To accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural development for a prosperous
and peaceful community of Southeast Asian Nations.
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A major partner of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, ASEAN maintains a global network of
alliances and dialogue partners and is considered by many as the central union for cooperation in
Asia-Pacific.

e The motto of ASEAN is “One Vision, One Identity, One Community”.
e ASEAN is headquartered in Jakarta, Indonesia.

o 8th August is observed as ASEAN Day.
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In 1967 ASEAN was established with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok
Declaration) by its founding fathers: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand.

Chairmanship of ASEAN rotates annually, based on the alphabetical order of the English
names of Member States.

ASEAN is the 3rd largest market in the world — larger than EU and North American markets.

ASEAN Plus Three

ASEAN Plus Three is a forum that functions as a coordinator of co-operation between the ASEAN
and the three East Asian nations of China, South Korea, and Japan.

ASEAN Plus Six

further integration to improve existing ties of Southeast Asia was done by the larger East Asia
Summit (EAS), which included ASEAN Plus Three as well as India, Australia, and New
Zealand.

The group became ASEAN Plus Six with Australia, New Zealand, and India, and stands as
the linchpin of Asia Pacific’s economic, political, security, socio-cultural architecture, as well
as the global economy.

This group acted as a prerequisite for the planned East Asia Community which was
supposedly patterned after the European Community (now transformed into the European
Union).

ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA)

The ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement was signed and entered into force in 2010.

Under the Agreement, ASEAN Member States and India have agreed to open their respective
markets by progressively reducing and eliminating duties on more than 75% coverage of
goods.

ASEAN:-India Trade in Services Agreement (AITISA)

The ASEAN-India Trade in Services Agreement was signed in 2014.

It contains provisions on transparency, domestic regulations, recognition, market access,
national treatment and dispute settlement.

ASEAN-India Investment Agreement (AIIA)

The ASEAN-India Investment Agreement was signed in 2014.

The Investment Agreement stipulates protection of investment to ensure fair and equitable
treatment for investors, non-discriminatory treatment in expropriation or nationalisation as
well as fair compensation.
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ASEAN-India Free Trade Area (AIFTA)

e The ASEAN-India Free Trade Area (AIFTA) is a free trade area among the ten member states
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and India.

e The free trade area came into effect in 2010.

e The ASEAN-India Free Area emerged from a mutual interest of both parties to expand their
economic ties in the Asia-Pacific region.

o India’s Look East policy was reciprocated by similar interests of many ASEAN countries to
expand their interactions westward.

o The signing of the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement paves the way for the creation
of one of the world’s largest FTAs — a market of almost 1.8 billion people with a combined
GDP of US § 2.8 trillion.

o The AIFTA will see tariff liberalisation of over 90% of products traded between the two
dynamic regions, including the so-called “special products,” such as palm oil (crude and
refined), coffee, black tea and pepper.

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-asean-ties-key-in-times-of-conflict-pm-modi-
9614214/
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