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Sant Ravidas’s Vision of Begumpura: Relevance in Modern India
1. Significance of Sant Ravidas
e 14th-century poet-saint from the chamar (cobbler) caste in VVaranasi.
« Advocated for an egalitarian society based on equality, dignity, and justice.

o His teachings inspired social reformers like B.R. Ambedkar, Ram Manohar Lohia, and
Kanshi Ram.

2. Begumpura — A Utopian Vision
o Imagined a society free from sorrow, suffering, and hierarchy.
« Promoted unity and equality where rich and poor coexisted harmoniously.
o Emphasized humility, simplicity, and collective welfare.

« Example of his vision: "I desire a kingdom where everyone gets food, and all live together in
harmony."

3. Socialist Principles in Ravidas’s Teachings
o Advocated economic equality and fair distribution of resources.

« Criticized subjugation and oppression, stating: "Subjugation is a sin; no one loves the
oppressed."

o His ideas align with Karl Marx’s vision of a classless, stateless society.
4. Influence on Ambedkar and Kanshi Ram

« Ambedkar: Advocated social democracy, constitutional rights, and legal reforms to end
caste discrimination.

o Kanshi Ram: Worked for the political and economic upliftment of marginalized
communities.

o Popularized slogans like "Vote se lenge CM-PM, Aarakshan se SP-DM" (use votes
and reservations for empowerment).

« Focused on wealth redistribution for social justice.
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5. Relevance in Modern India
o Caste discrimination and economic inequalities still persist.
e Ravidas’s vision offers a model for creating an inclusive and just society.
e Encourages collective action to empower marginalized communities.
Conclusion
Sant Ravidas’s teachings remain highly relevant in contemporary India. His idea of Begumpura

presents a vision of a just, equal, and caste-free society. By integrating his principles, India can move
towards true social justice and equality.

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/english-british-london-uk-
migration-9831698/
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