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Pullela Gopichand is right: There aren’t many options for athletes 

Pullela Gopichand’s Remarks on Sports as a Career 

1. The Debate on Middle-Class Parents Encouraging Sports 

• Gopichand’s statement sparked a discussion on financial stability in sports. 

• The sporting landscape has evolved with better job opportunities, sponsorships, and 

infrastructure. 

• Earlier, financial security in sports was minimal, but today, sports like cricket offer lucrative 

contracts. 

Job Security and Career Evolution for Athletes 

2. Past Dependence on Government Jobs 

• In the past, Railways and PSUs (Public Sector Undertakings) were the main employers of 

athletes. 

• Many athletes depended on these jobs for post-retirement stability. 

• With sports becoming more professional, top athletes today rely on private sponsorships 

and endorsements instead of government jobs. 

3. Financial Challenges in Sports Careers 

• Even the best athletes have short careers, typically lasting 5 to 20 years. 

• Long-term financial security remains a challenge, as success in sports does not always 

guarantee lifetime earnings. 

• India’s inconsistent sports culture glorifies winners temporarily, but many athletes struggle 

financially after their peak years. 

Institutional Support and Workplace Issues 

4. Challenges in Government Sports Jobs 

• Railways and PSUs offer paid leave and job security to athletes, but workplace challenges 

remain. 
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• Non-sports managers sometimes resent athletes for receiving extra benefits like promotions 

and training leaves. 

• A 330+ day paid leave policy for Railways athletes is a step toward better support. 

5. Workplace Perceptions About Sportspersons 

• Some government employees believe that athletes receive unfair promotions. 

• The perception that they "play a little and get officer-level jobs" creates resentment. 

• However, athletes dedicate years to training and face physical strain and intense 

competition. 

The Need for a Cultural Shift in Indian Sports 

6. India’s Short-Term Focus on Sports 

• The country’s sports culture revolves around big events like the Olympics. 

• Athletes receive praise and financial rewards after winning medals but are forgotten 

afterward. 

• To build a sustainable sports system, India must invest in continuous training, job 

security, and athlete welfare. 

Better Support from Federations and Corporates 

7. The Role of Federations in Supporting Athletes 

• Sports federations must provide job opportunities, rather than athletes relying only on 

sponsorships. 

• The Mumbai Cricket Association’s initiative of connecting corporate teams with players is 

a model other sports should follow. 

8. Corporate Involvement in Sports Development 

• Corporates can help by funding athletes, offering financial aid, and providing post-career 

job security. 

• Unlike PSUs, private companies may not offer long leaves, but small-scale financial 

support in specific sports can be impactful. 

Conclusion: Making Sports a Viable Career 

• Gopichand’s concerns are valid, but completely discouraging middle-class parents from 

sports is extreme. 

• India’s sports sector is improving, but more structural changes are needed. 
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• A combined effort from government, corporates, and sports federations can make sports 

a respected and financially stable career choice for future generations. 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/dis-agree-pullela-gopichand-is-

right-there-arent-many-options-for-athletes-9860254/ 
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