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EDITORIAL: INDIAN EXPRESS 
 
GENERAL STUDIES 2:  INTERNATIONAL RELATION  DATE: 17.03.2025 

TOPIC: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests 
 

Five Eyes fracture and the Trump disruption in Western intelligence 

Right-Wing Criticism of Britain 

• US right-wing figures, such as JD Vance and Elon Musk, have heavily criticized the British government 
for its liberal policies, which they argue prioritize left-leaning ideologies over traditional values. 

• Criticisms include accusations that the British government is too lenient on issues like child 
exploitation and grooming gangs, which some argue has been downplayed in mainstream media and 
politics. 

• Musk, known for his provocative use of social media, has further escalated tensions by publicly 
polling for US intervention in Britain, signaling a deeper ideological divide between right-wing 
factions in the US and the British establishment. 

Speculations on Canada’s Expulsion from Five Eyes 

• Reports have emerged suggesting that aides to former US President Donald Trump considered 
expelling Canada from the Five Eyes intelligence alliance due to ongoing trade and border disputes 
between the two countries. 

• Although the White House has denied these claims, the mere existence of such speculations 
underscores the tension between the US and its traditional allies. 

• These tensions are further complicated by differences in political approaches and policies, especially 
as Trump’s administration showed increasing unpredictability in foreign relations. 

Concerns Over US Intelligence Leadership 

• The appointments of figures like Tulsi Gabbard as Director of National Intelligence and Kash Patel as 
FBI Director have raised significant concerns among US allies, particularly in the Anglosphere. 

• There is a growing fear that under Trump’s leadership, US intelligence-sharing policies could become 
more erratic and less transparent, potentially jeopardizing the security and cooperation among 
traditional allies. 

• This concern reflects broader anxieties over how changes in US leadership may affect international 
security alliances and intelligence sharing protocols. 

Impact on the Anglosphere and Beyond 
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• The MAGA (Make America Great Again) movement in the US perceives Britain as a declining state, 
largely due to the influence of "woke" politics and increasing regulation, which they see as stifling 
traditional values. 

• This ideological shift is not only affecting US-Britain relations but is also contributing to a broader 
distrust of the global liberal establishment, influencing the dynamics of international relations across 
the Anglosphere, Europe, and even extending beyond into global politics. 

• The growing ideological divide threatens to disrupt long-standing alliances, with potential impacts on 
future geopolitical cooperation. 

Implications for India 

• As a country that plays a key role in global intelligence interactions, India must assess whether the 
crisis within the Five Eyes alliance is a temporary issue or a sign of long-term instability. 

• This situation presents an opportunity for India to reassess and recalibrate its intelligence diplomacy, 
positioning itself to strengthen its global strategic standing while maintaining crucial relationships 
with the US and its allies. 

Way Forward 

• Strengthening Strategic Autonomy: India should prioritize the development of independent 
intelligence-sharing mechanisms, ensuring that it is not overly reliant on any single alliance while still 
maintaining cooperation with the Five Eyes and other global intelligence networks. 

• Enhancing Intelligence Diplomacy: India can leverage diplomatic channels to engage with key 
stakeholders, especially those in the Anglosphere, to better understand the long-term ramifications 
of the current crisis within the Five Eyes alliance and adjust its diplomatic strategies accordingly. 

• Diversifying Security Partnerships: To mitigate the risks posed by geopolitical instability, India 
should expand its intelligence cooperation beyond the traditional Anglosphere. This includes forming 
stronger alliances with regional players such as Japan, France, and Israel, thereby ensuring a 
diversified and resilient security framework. 

• Building Indigenous Intelligence Capabilities: India must focus on enhancing its own intelligence and 
security infrastructure, including investments in advanced surveillance technologies, cybersecurity, 
and AI-driven intelligence tools, to bolster self-reliance in national security operations. 

• Adopting a Balanced Approach: India should avoid taking sides in the ideological conflict between 
right-wing US politics and traditional allies. Instead, it should pursue a pragmatic foreign policy that 
prioritizes national interests, fostering cooperation with all relevant global players while maintaining 
a neutral stance on internal ideological divides. 

 

 

Conclusion 
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• The increasing ideological divide between right-wing US politics and traditional allies like Britain and 
Canada is reshaping global intelligence and diplomatic relations. 

• India must navigate this changing geopolitical landscape carefully, evaluating the long-term 
implications for its own intelligence cooperation and broader strategic goals. 

• By strengthening its intelligence capabilities, diversifying security partnerships, and maintaining a 
balanced approach, India can better position itself for success in the evolving global order. 

 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/c-raja-mohan-writes-five-eyes-fracture-and-

the-trump-disruption-in-western-intelligence-9889061/ 
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