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India-Morocco Judicial Cooperation - International 
Relation 

India and Morocco have signed a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty 
(MLAT) and a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enhance judicial 
cooperation, focusing on legal assistance, capacity building, and 
information exchange. The agreement aims to strengthen bilateral legal 
systems and promote cross-border justice delivery. 

Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT)  
1. Objective 

     Strengthen bilateral cooperation in the judicial and legal spheres. 
Provide mutual legal assistance in civil and commercial matters. 
2. Scope of Legal Assistance 

1. Service of Summons - Assisting in serving judicial documents, 
notices, and legal processes across jurisdictions. 

2. Evidence Collection - Facilitating collection of evidence via Letters of 
Request for cross-border legal proceedings. 

3. Execution of Legal Decisions  
1. India - Enforcement of decrees. 
2. Morocco - Enforcement of judgments, settlements, and arbitral 

awards. 
Central Authority for Criminal Matters 
As per the Allocation of Business Rules of the Government of India, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) serves as the nodal authority for mutual 
legal assistance in criminal matters. 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)  
1. Exchange of Judicial Expertise 

Regular sharing of experiences on the functioning of judicial systems 
and legal reforms. Aims to improve institutional capabilities. 
2. Legislative and Legal Materials Sharing 

1. Exchange of laws, legal bulletins, journals, and case law 
documentation.  

2. Enhances mutual understanding of each other’s legal 
frameworks. 
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3. Capacity Building Initiatives 

1. Jointly organising symposiums, conferences, and training in legal 
and judicial administration. 

2. Strengthening human resource development and knowledge 
transfer. 

4. Training and Delegation Exchange 
1. Facilitating legal training programs, study tours, and expert 

exchanges between ministries and institutions. 
2. Enables judges, prosecutors, and officials to learn best practices. 

5. Judicial Information Systems Cooperation 
1. Cooperation in digitization of court systems, legal databases, and 

use of judicial technology. 
2. Sharing progress in e-courts, AI in justice delivery, and 

cybersecurity in judicial systems. 
6. Implementation Mechanism 

1. Establishment of a Joint Coordination Committee. 
2. Responsible for designing annual cooperation programs. 
3. Ensures initiatives are practical and financially feasible for both 

countries. 
Morocco - Geopolitical and Regional Context 
1. Location 

1. Located in the Maghreb region of North Africa. 
2. Lies in both the Northern and Western Hemispheres. 

2. Borders 
1. Land Borders- Algeria to the east, Western Sahara to the south 

(disputed territory). 
2. Coastlines - Atlantic Ocean to the west, Mediterranean Sea to the 

north. 
3. Morocco is the only African country with coasts on both seas, 

giving it strategic maritime importance. 
3. Spanish Enclaves 

1. Ceuta and Melilla are Spanish-administered territories on 
Morocco’s northern coast. 

2. Represent remnants of colonial influence and are often 
flashpoints in Spain–Morocco relations. 

Urban and Economic Landscape 
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1. Capital- Rabat – political and administrative capital. 
2. Major City – Casablanca, Largest city and a key Atlantic port, 

Functions as the industrial and commercial hub of Morocco. 

Climate Zones 
1. Coastal Regions 

1. Mediterranean climate. 
2. Mild, wet winters and hot, dry summers. 

2. Interior and Southern Areas 
1. Arid to semi-arid conditions. 
2. Regions bordering the Sahara Desert face extreme desert 

climates. 
Major Geographical Features 
1. Mountains 

1. Atlas Mountains dominate northern and central Morocco. 
2. Jebel Toubkal (4,167 meters) -Highest peak in Morocco and the 

entire Atlas Mountain range. 
2. River Systems 

1. Moulouya River - Originates in the Atlas Mountains and flows into 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

2. One of Morocco’s major freshwater sources. 
3. Desert Region 

1. Southern Morocco is part of the Sahara Desert. 
2. Sparse population, nomadic communities, and arid ecosystem. 

 
Source: https://ddindia.co.in/2025/07/india-morocco-sign-agreement-to-
boost-judicial-cooperation-union-minister/ 
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