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1. Somaliland is No Longer a Diplomatic Endnote (TH)

General Studies 2- International Relation

Topic- Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian
diaspora.

Somaliland’s Recognition & Great Power Rivalry in the Horn of Africa

Introduction

In December 2025, Israel’s decision to recognize Somaliland as an independent sovereign state
caused a significant diplomatic rupture in the Horn of Africa. This move transcends regional politics,
positioning Hargeisa (Somaliland’s capital) at the center of global great-power competition. It threatens
to militarize the Red Sea corridor further, provoke Cold War-style proxy rivalries, and challenge existing
sovereignty norms, creating a complex strategic dilemma for China.
l. China’s Core Strategic Dilemma
China views the Horn of Africa through a lens of three competing vital interests. The recognition of
Somaliland forces Beijing to balance these often-contradictory goals
Upholding the "One China" Principle- Protecting its domestic stance on sovereignty (specifically
regarding Taiwan).
Securing Maritime Corridors- Protecting trade flows through the Red Sea.
Managing Power Rivalry- Countering the influence of the US and its allies in Africa.

Il. The Sovereignty & Taiwan Factor

The Legitimacy Paradox- China condemns the move as “legitimizing separatism,” viewing Somaliland
as an inseparable part of Somalia. However, Somaliland’s 30+ years of stability, functioning institutions,
and competitive elections contrast sharply with Somalia’s instability, exposing the limits of Beijing's rigid
sovereignty doctrine.

The Taiwan Connection- Somaliland is a diplomatic outlier; in 2020, it established official ties with
Taiwan. Alongside Eswatini, Somaliland is one of the few African entities aligned with Taipei. Israel's
recognition risks validating a state that openly defies the "One China” principle, making Hargeisa a
sensitive flashpoint for Beijing.

lll. Strategic and Economic Stakes (The "Jugular Vein")

China'’s concerns are not just ideological but deeply geostrategic, centered on the Bab el-Mandeb Strait
(linking the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden).

Maritime Silk Road- Beijing views this route as the “jugular vein” of its global commmerce and energy
security.

Djibouti Military Base- Established in 2017, China'’s first overseas base in Djibouti was designed to
protect these specific maritime interests.

Threat to Regional Balance- Israel’s entry disrupts the carefully managed security architecture China
has cultivated, threatening to introduce a rival influence in China'’s logistical backyard.

IV. The Risk of a Rival Security Ecosystem

New Logistics Hub- International legitimacy could allow Somaliland to evolve into an alternative security
and logistics hub supported by Israel, the UAE, and potentially the US.

Dilution of Leverage- A rival ecosystem near Djibouti would dilute Beijing's leverage, derived from its
heavy investment in regional ports and political ties.
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The "Trade-off" Dilemma- If China exerts excessive pressure, it risks pushing Hargeisa closer to rivals
(Taiwan, West). If it is too passive, it risks losing diplomatic space regarding Taiwan.
V. China'’s Policy Options & Hybrid Tactics
To manage this crisis without damaging its image as a "non-interfering” partner, China is likely to
employ specific tactics
Hybrid Tactics- Utilizing selective economic pressure, elite lobbying, and targeted information
campaigns to shape narratives on "territorial integrity.”
Diplomatic Leverage- Using its permanent seat on the UN Security Council to block any momentum
toward wider UN recognition of Somaliland.
Avoidance of Overt Coercion- Heavy-handedness is avoided to prevent contradicting its diplomatic
stance of non-interference.
VI. Geopolitical Complexities & Realignment
The Palestine Card- China is using its vocal pro-Palestinian stance to counter Israel diplomatically. By
framing itself as a champion of Arab/Palestinian rights, it garners support from the Global South and
Arab states against Israel's move in Somaliland.
Regional Realignment- The status quo is further eroded by other actors

a. Ethiopia- The 2024 MoU to recognize Somaliland in exchange for port access.

b. USA- Rising Congressional interest in Somaliland as a democratic partner.

c. UAE- Tacit backing of Somaliland’s autonomy.

Conclusion

Somaliland is no longer a diplomatic footnote but a pivot point in global strategy. Israel’s
recognition has forced China into a delicate balancing act between its rigid sovereignty principles and
geopolitical pragmatism. The move exposes the vulnerabilities in China’s security framework in the Horn
of Africa, as it faces the potential rise of a rival, Western-aligned security architecture at the gateway to
the Red Sea.
Source- https-//www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/somaliland-is-no-longer-a-diplomatic-
endnote/article70491838.ece

2. US Exit from Global Climate Governance Can be an Opportunity (IE)

General Studies 2 & 3- International Relation / Environment

Topic- Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests / Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation

Reimagining Leadership in Climate Action & The International Solar Alliance

Introduction

The global climate governance architecture is currently undergoing a significant stress test due
to the retreat of the United States from key multilateral platforms. As one of the world's largest historical
emitters and a primary agenda-setter, the US disengagement raises critical questions regarding the
continuity of funding, coordination, and political momentum in global climate action. However, this
vacuum presents a strategic opportunity for emerging economies like India to reshape climate
diplomacy.
l. The US Retreat- Context and Implications

The US has scaled back its engagement with several multilateral climate mechanisms, including high-
profile initiatives like the International Solar Alliance (ISA).

Symbolic vs. Financial Weight- While the direct US financial contribution to some of these mechanisms
was limited, its symbolic leadership and role in setting global agendas carried immense weight.
Structural Vulnerability- The withdrawal exposes the fragility of current climate governance structures,
which have historically been overly dependent on a few powerful Western nations for direction and
momentum.
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Erosion of Trust- The retreat underscores the volatility of relying on developed nations whose
commitment may fluctuate with domestic political changes.

II. Shift in Global Leadership (Features & Importance)

The vacuum left by the US is catalyzing a shift towards a more multipolar climate order.

Rise of the "Global South"- It highlights the growing institutional capacity of middle-income countries—
specifically India, Brazil, and South Africa—to move beyond mere participation and assume leadership
roles.

Reforming Outdated Hierarchies- The situation underlines the urgent need to reform multilateral
institutions. Current structures often reflect post-World War Il power dynamics rather than contemporary
geopolitical realities.

lll. Analysis of the Transition

Pros- Opportunities for Emerging Economies

Development-Aligned Agendas- Creates space for emerging economies to craft climate agendas that
respect their specific developmental needs and poverty alleviation goals.

Multipolar Governance- Encourages a shift away from US-centric models toward a multipolar
approach, democratizing global decision-making.

Self-Reliance- Reduces the psychological and political dependency on developed nations for moral
leadership.

Cons- Risks to Global Action

Fragmented Bargaining Power- Without the convening power of the US, collective bargaining in global
negotiations may be weakened.

Resource Scarcity- There is a significant risk of reduced flows in climate finance and technology
transfer, which the US often facilitated.

Loss of Momentum- Leadership fragmentation may slow down coordinated rapid responses required
for climate emergencies.

IV. Impacts and Challenges

Redistribution of Responsibility- The immediate impact is a shift in the burden of leadership. Platforms
like the ISA are becoming critical vehicles for India’s global diplomacy.

shift in Diplomacy- Diplomatic focus may move from "target-setting” (often pushed by the West) to
"equity, adaptation, and implementation” (prioritized by the Global South).

Key Challenges

Resource Constraints- Developing nations face limited financial depth and technology gaps compared
to the West.

Diplomatic Coordination- Achieving consensus among diverse developing nations is diplomatically
complex.

Institutional Inertia- Reforming existing multilateral bodies faces resistance from entrenched powers.
V. Suggestions and Way Forward

Strengthen South-South Cooperation- Prioritize frameworks for sharing climate finance and adaptive
technologies among developing nations.

Coalition Building- Build robust coalitions of middle-income countries to provide stable, long-term
leadership irrespective of Western political cycles.

Push for Equity- Use this moment to reshape governance around fairness and "“Common But
Differentiated Responsibilities” (CBDR).

India’s Role- India must seize this moment to lead the narrative on practical implementation and
shared responsibility, turning the crisis into a structural reform opportunity.

VI. Spotlight- The International Solar Alliance (ISA)

The ISA represents the practical manifestation of the shift towards non-Western leadership in climate
action.
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1. Origin and Membership

Establishment- Launched in 2015 as a joint initiative by India and France during COP21 in Paris.
Institutional Landmark- It is the first international intergovernmental organization to have its
headquarters located in India.

Global Reach- Currently comprises 125 Member and Signatory countries dedicated to the global
adoption of solar energy.

2. Core Mission

Energy Security- To enhance global energy access and security.

Transition Enabler- To position solar power as the central pillar in the transition toward a low-carbon,
sustainable future.

3. Strategic Pillars of Action

Catalytic Finance Hub- Aims to mobilize USD 1 trillion in investments by 2030 to fast-track solar
deployment.

Global Capability Centre & Digitisation- Focuses on capacity building, innovation, and utilizing digital
platforms to streamline solar adoption across member nations.

Regional & Country Engagement- Promotes decentralized action by encouraging partnerships and
interventions tailored to specific regional and national contexts.

Technology & Policy Support- Facilitates the transfer of emerging technologies and provides policy
guidance, best practices, and knowledge-sharing mechanisms.

4. Significance

Transformative Change- Aims to democratize access to clean, reliable, and affordable energy.
Holistic Development- Supports sustainable development goals (SDGs), enhances energy equity, and
improves quality of life in underserved communities globally.

Source- https-//indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials /us-exit-from-global-climate-
governance-can-be-an-opportunity-10465031/
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