1. IPS Appointments in CAPFS - Polity

Retired Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) officers have moved the Supreme Court with a
contempt petition alleging failure to implement the Court’s 2025 order directing a progressive reduction
of IPS deputation in CAPF

CAPFs are not “just supporting arms”; they are the Union's principal instruments for

1. Border guarding (BSF, ITBP, SSB, AR)

2. Counter-insurgency/counter-terrorism support (CRPF, NSG, AR)

3. Internal security stabilization (CRPF; BSF in LWE; CAPF support during elections and riots)
4. Protection of critical infrastructure (CISF)

Leadership and cadre management therefore directly determine
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Operational professionalism
Institutional continuity
Morale and discipline
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Career incentives and specialization (Cl ops, border management, aviation security, LWE doctrine,
etc.)

Group A officers of CAPFs must be treated as “Organised Services” for all purposes - This elevates
CAPF Group A cadre status in service jurisprudence and strengthens their claim for structured career
progression, cadre reviews, and parity in service conditions.

IPS deputation to Senior Administrative Grade (SAG) posts in CAPFs (up to IG) must be progressively
reduced within an outer limit of two years - The Court’s intent is a time-bound transition away from
structural dependence on deputed leadership.

Existing reservation pattern (as stated)

1.  20% DIG posts reserved for IPS

2. 50% IG posts reserved for IPS

Purpose

1. Fair promotions for CAPF cadre officers

2. Reduce “dominance” of deputed leadership and ensure cadre autonomy and professionalisation

Cadre-centric governance
1. Regular cadre reviews (strength, rank ratios, promotional avenues, stagnation analysis)
2. Structured recruitment-to-retirement progression mapping
Service identity and institutional parity
1. Less scope to treat CAPF Group A as an “adjunct” to state policing leadership
2. Stronger basis to demand consistent application of
a. Promotions policy
b. Tenure norms
c. Training standards
d. Posting policy
Administrative consequences - Recruitment Rules (RRs) and cadre rules must align with organised
service principles
a. Clear hierarchy
b. Vacancy-based promotions



c. Time-bound career path

d. Transparent selection criteria for higher command assignments

A) The “pyramidal bottleneck” problem - In a pyramid hierarchy, top vacancies are naturally limited. If
large shares of senior posts are reserved for deputation, then

1. Internal promotional pipeline compresses

2. Officers accumulate at middle ranks

3. Competence and experience are not rewarded by progression

B) Career timing distortion - If a CAPF officer takes ~25 years to reach Commandant (vs an ideal of ~13
years), it indicates

1. Rank blockage

2. Delayed command exposure

3. Lower motivation for long-term specialization

C) Institutional continuity loss - Deputed leadership often rotates with shorter tenures, which can lead

to

1. Frequent policy discontinuity

2. Reduced ownership of long-term reforms

3. Less accumulation of force-specific doctrine and institutional memory

MHA is the administrative authority for

1. CAPFs (service conditions, cadre management, promotions, RRs)

2. IPS cadre policy and central deputation ecosystem

Traditional MHA justifications for IPS deputation (as you noted)

1. Bringing state policing experience

2. Ensuring uniform leadership standards

The judgment shifts the standard- The issue is no longer “whether deputation is useful” but

1. Whether the deputation structure violates the CAPF cadre’s legitimate progression

2. Whether continued deputation at senior levels conflicts with the Court’s time-bound transition
mandate

Article 14 (Equality before law) - Arbitrary structural disadvantages to one cadre vis-a-vis another can
attract scrutiny.

Article 16 (Equality of opportunity in public employment) - If the promotional ladder is materially
blocked for CAPF cadre officers because senior posts are disproportionately reserved externally, it can
be argued as denial of equal opportunity within the service framework.

In administrative law terms, the debate often centres on

. Reasonableness of classification (CAPF vs IPS roles)

2. Proportionality of deputation

3. Non-arbitrariness in promotion and leadership appointment architecture

A) Professionalisation and doctrine building - CAPFs require domain expertise such as
1. Border management and fencing strategy

2. Mountain warfare and high-altitude logistics (ITBP)

3. Counter-LWE operations doctrine (CRPF)



4. Aviation, PSU, metro, port security protocols (CISF)

Persistent external leadership can weaken the “force-specific” doctrinal ecosystem.

B) Morale, cohesion, and command legitimacy - Officers perceive a “glass ceiling,” which can affect

1. Discipline-by-consent

2. Leadership credibility in the field

3. Retention of talent and willingness to take hard postings

C) Accountability and institutional autonomy - Deputation-heavy leadership can create a dual loyalty
perception

1. To parent cadre norms and networks

2. To CAPF's internal priorities This may dilute force-specific reformm momentum.

A) Transition architecture (2-year outer limit) - Phase-wise reduction in IPS occupancy of SAG posts

1. Year 1- cap new deputations; prioritize cadre officers for vacancies

2. Year 2- majority of SAG posts filled by CAPF cadre, with deputation only for clearly exceptional,
justified cases

Identify “mission-critical” roles where limited deputation might remain temporarily, with

1. documented rationale

2. short tenure

3. capacity-building and handover plan

B) Cadre review + RR amendments - Conduct force-wise cadre review across

BSF/CRPF/CISF/ITBP/SSB/AR

1. Rebalance rank ratios

2. Expand promotional posts where justified

3. Create specialist verticals (operations, intelligence, logistics, tech, cyber, training)

Amend RRs to ensure

1. Merit-based promotions within cadre

2. Defined eligibility for each senior post

3. Selection boards with transparent criteria

4. Tenure norms to ensure continuity

C) Leadership development within CAPFs - Establish a structured “Command and Staff” ecosystem

1. Senior command courses

2. Joint training modules with Army/police where needed

3. Mandatory operational command tenures before promotion to top ranks

D) Parliamentary oversight (Standing Committee) - Mandate periodic review of

1. Vacancy filling patterns

2. Stagnation metrics

3. Deputation numbers (rank-wise)

4. Tenure compliance and outcomes

Publish an annual “CAPF cadre progression report” for transparency.

E) Transparent deputation policy (uniform framework) - If deputation is retained in limited form, define
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Eligibility (skills-based, not cadre-based entitlement)
Tenure and cooling-off rules
Objective selection criteria
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Post-specific justification and performance review



Assam Rifles (AR)

1. Counter-insurgency and border management focus in the Northeast

2. Strategic importance in sensitive border states and internal stability

BSF

1. Primary border guarding force on Pakistan and Bangladesh frontiers

2. Also deployed in internal security and LWE theatres (as per operational need)
ITBP

1. Indo-China border guarding; high-altitude specialisation

2. Disaster response and mountain rescue capabilities in Himalayan belt

SSB

1.  Guards Indo-Nepal and Indo-Bhutan borders

2. Key role in trans-border crime prevention and border community interface
NSG

1. Counter-terrorism and hostage rescue

2. Composite structure with deputation from CAPFs and Army; specialist training pipeline
CRPF

1. Largest internal security force; major role in LWE and public order support

2. Specialized units and sustained deployment cycles across conflict theatres
CISF

1. Industrial and critical infrastructure security (airports, metros, ports, PSUs)

2. Election security, disaster response support, and high-value asset protection
Source- https-//www.thehindu.com/news/national/ex-capf-officials-file-contempt-plea-against-

home-secretary-for-not-implementing-supreme-court-order/article70529
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