4. Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2026- Environment

The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified the Solid Waste
Management (SWM) Rules, 2026, superseding the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016

Legal Basis and Enforcement Architecture

The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026 are notified under the Environment (Protection) Act,
1986, strengthening the statutory framework for waste governance in India. The Rules will come into full
effect from 1 April 2026, allowing a transition window for States, Urban Local Bodies (uLBs), and
stakeholders. Enforcement follows the Polluter Pays Principle, signalling a shift from advisory compliance
to penalty-driven environmental accountability.
Environmental compensation can be levied for-

1. Operating without registration
False or misleading reporting
Submission of forged documents
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Improper handling, storage, transport, or disposal of solid waste
Central Pollution Control Board will frame detailed operational guidelines. State Pollution Control Boards
(SPCBs) and Pollution Control Committees (PCCs) will levy and collect environmental compensation,
ensuring decentralised enforcement.
Core Reform- Mandatory Four-Stream Segregation at Source
The Rules mandate four-stream segregation of waste at the source, addressing the root cause of
landfill overload and inefficient recycling. This replaces earlier partial segregation norms with clear,
enforceable categorisation.
Wet Waste
Includes kitchen waste, vegetable and fruit peels, meat waste, flowers, etc.
Must be-
1. Composted locally, or
2. Processed through bio-methanation at the nearest authorised facility
Promotes decentralised waste processing and reduction of methane emissions from landfills.
Dry Waste
Includes plastic, paper, metal, glass, wood, rubber, etc.
To be transported to Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) for-
1. Sorting
2. Recycling
3. Channelisation to authorised recyclers
Sanitary Waste
Includes used diapers, sanitary napkins, tampons, condoms, etc.
Must be-
1. Securely wrapped
2. Stored separately
3. Collected without mixing with other waste streams
Aims to protect sanitation workers and prevent bio-hazards.
Special Care Waste
Includes paint cans, CFL bulbs, mercury thermometers, expired medicines, etc.



To be-
1. Collected by authorised agencies, or
2. Deposited at designated collection centres
Prevents toxic contamination of soil and groundwater.
Redefinition and Accountability of Bulk Waste Generators (BWGS)
The Rules provide a clear and expanded definition of Bulk Waste Generators, ending ambiguity.
BWGs include entities meeting any one of the following thresholds-
1. Floor area 2 20,000 sg. metres, or
2. Water consumption 2 40,000 litres/day, or
3. Solid waste generation 2 100 kg/day
Coverage includes-
1. Government departments
2. Public Sector Units
3. Institutions
4. Commercial establishments
5. Residential societies
Extended Bulk Waste Generator Responsibility (EBWGR)
BWGs must-
. Process wet waste on-site, or
2. Obtain an EBWGR certificate proving authorised off-site processing
EBWGR covers nearly 30% of total solid waste generation, significantly reducing the load on ULBs. Local
bodies may levy user fees on BWGs, promoting fiscal sustainability.
Infrastructure Reforms- Land Allocation and Digital Monitoring
Faster Land Allocation for Waste Processing Facilities
For facilities handling more than 5 tonnes per day, the Rules-
1. Introduce graded criteria for land allocation
2. Define mandatory buffer zones
Central Pollution Control Board- will issue capacity and pollution load-based guidelines. This addresses
chronic delays in setting up waste processing plants.
Centralised Online Monitoring Portal
A unified digital platform will-
1. Track the entire waste lifecycle, including legacy waste
2. Enable online-
a. Registration
b. Authorisation
c. Reporting
d. Audit submissions
Replaces paper-based processes, improving-
1. Transparency
2. Accountability
3. Real-time monitoring



Strengthened Role of Local Bodies and Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs)
Local bodies are mandated to-
1. Collect, segregate, and transport solid waste
2. Coordinate closely with Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs)
MRFs are formally recognised as-
3. Sorting and aggregation hubs
4. Deposition points for e-waste, sanitary waste, and other streams
Rural sanitation departments must focus on peri-urban areas, where waste generation is rising rapidly.
Local bodies are encouraged to- Generate carbon credits through improved waste processing and
methane reduction.
Industrial Use of Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF)
The Rules formally define Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) as- High-calorific fuel produced from shredded,
dried, non-recyclable waste such as plastic, paper, and textiles.
Industrial units, including-
1. Cement plants
2. Waste-to-energy facilities
Must gradually increase RDF usage- From 5% to 15% over six years
Supports-
1.  Fossil fuel substitution
2. Circular economy
3. Energy recovery from waste
Restrictions on Landfilling and Legacy Waste Remediation
Landfilling is strictly limited to-
1.  Non-recyclable
2. Non-energy-recoverable
3. Inert waste
Higher tipping fees are imposed for unsegregated waste, incentivising source segregation.
Mandatory provisions include-
1. Annual landfill audits
2. Oversight by District Collectors
Legacy dumpsites must undergo-
1.  Mapping
2. Biomining
3. Bioremediation
Progress must be reported quarterly on the centralised portal.
Special Provisions for Hilly Areas and Islands
Recognising ecological fragility, the Rules provide tailored measures-
1. Tourist user fees to manage waste burden
2. Regulation of tourist inflow
3. Designated collection points for non-biodegradable waste
4. Mandatory decentralised wet waste processing by hotels and restaurants



Institutional support through-

1. Central- and State-level committees

2. Chaired by Chief Secretaries or UT administrators

3. These committees advise CPCB on region-specific implementation challenges.
Significance and Policy Relevance
India generates over 620 lakh tonnes of solid waste annually. While collection rates are high, processing
and recycling remain inadequate, leading to landfill expansion.
The SWM Rules, 2026-

1. Reduce landfill dependency

2. Cut greenhouse gas emissions

3. Lower risks of vector-borne diseases through scientific waste treatment
Integrate principles of-

1. Circular Economy

2. Extended Producer [ Generator Responsibility
Directly support flagship missions-

1. Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0

2. AMRUT 2.0
Align urban governance with climate and sustainability goals.
Key Challenges in Implementation
Weak enforcement capacity at municipal levels. Inadequate composting, recycling, and RDF
infrastructure in many cities. Inconsistent household-level segregation due to low awareness. Financial
constraints of smaller municipalities.
Informal waste workers and ragpickers remain-

1. Under-protected

2. largely outside formal systems
Way Forward
Success of SWM Rules, 2026 depends on-

1. Strengthening municipal capacity through funding and technical training
Large-scale citizen awareness and behavioural change campaigns
Adoption of digital and Al-based waste tracking and monitoring systems
Formal inclusion, skilling, and social security for waste workers
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Partnerships with private sector and NGOs for recycling innovation
There is a need to align SWM Rules with-
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Climate policy
Plastic waste rules
Renewable energy and bio-energy strategies
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If implemented effectively, the Rules can transform India’s waste crisis into an opportunity for
sustainable urban growth and green jobs.

Source- https-//www.downtoearth.org.in/waste/indias-new-solid-waste-management-rules-promise-

greater-discipline-while-navigating-familiar-fault-lines



https://www.downtoearth.org.in/waste/indias-new-solid-waste-management-rules-promise-greater-discipline-while-navigating-familiar-fault-lines
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/waste/indias-new-solid-waste-management-rules-promise-greater-discipline-while-navigating-familiar-fault-lines

