P.L.RAJMAINS Q & A — DAY 64

Navigating the India-Bangladesh Diplomatic Turbulence - Introduction

The bilateral relationship between India and Bangladesh, often cited as a "model relationship”
in South Asia for the past decade, is currently traversing its most fragile phase. With national
elections in Bangladesh scheduled for February 12, the political vacuum created by the ouster of
Sheikh Hasina has been filled by volatility, rising radicalism, and shifting geopolitical allegiances. For
Indig, the escalating violence and anti-Indian rhetoric next door are not merely diplomatic irritants
but profound national security concerns that threaten the stability of the eastern subcontinent.
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The Rise and Nature of Violence

The nature of the violence witnessed in recent months is twofold - political and communal.
The unrest has moved beyond anti-incumbency protests into targeted attacks on minorities and
Indian diplomatic assets.
Communal Targeting - The death of a student leader on December 19 triggered a wave of
retributive violence. Disturbingly, this included the lynching of a Hindu garment worker and
attacks on minority communities, signaling a breakdown of law and order.
Diplomatic Hostility - Protests gathering outside India’s assistant high commission in
Chittagong and threats to consular facilities mark a dangerous escalation. The violence is
performative and ideological, designed to sever the cultural and diplomatic chords binding
Dhaka to New Delhi.
Reasons Behind the Volatility

The current instability stems from a complex interplay of internal power vacuums and external
influences.
Weak Interim Governance - Muhammad Yunus, the "Chief Advisor,” appears to wield minimal control
over the administrative machinery. The interim government’s inability to enforce order has
emboldened radical elements.
Resurgence of Islamist Forces - The student movement that initially led the protests against
Hasina is losing ground to organized Islamist groups like Jamaat-e-Islami. Historically
marginalized in electoral politics, the Jamaat is gaining traction, filling the political void with anti-
India nationalism.
The Hasina Factor - India’s decision to provide shelter to former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, and
the refusal to act on extradition requests following her sentencing in absentia, has become a rallying
point for anti-Indian sentiment.
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Geopolitical Implications - The China-Pakistan Axis
From an International Relations (IR) perspective, the most alarming development is the strategic
pivot of Bangladesh away from India.
The Pakistan Angle - In a significant shift, the chief of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
led a delegation to Dhaka in January—the first since 1989. This signals a renewal of intelligence
ties that could revive insurgent sanctuaries hostile to India’s Northeast.
The China Pivot - Breaking tradition, Mr. Yunus chose Beijing for his inaugural visit, bypassing New
Delhi. This visit cemented economic collaborations and deepened defense ties, potentially encircling
India with a "String of Pearls” influence in the Bay of Bengal.
Economic Fallout

The Diplomatic freeze has spilled over into the economy.
Supply Chain Disruption - Approximately 25% of textile units in Bangladesh are Indian-owned; these
are facing severe operational risks.
Market Shrinkage - Indian FMCG firms are witnessing a decline in a key export market.
Medical Tourism - The suspension of travel by Bangladeshi citizens has hit India’s medical tourism
sector, particularly in Kolkata and Chennai, highlighting the economic interdependence of the two
nations.

India’s Response and Government Measures

New Delhi has adopted a posture of “Strategic Restraint”.
Low-Key Diplomacy - Avoiding distinct public confrontations, India has focused on securing its own
personnel. Visa services have been suspended in volatile regions like Khulna, Rajshahi, and
Chittagong.
Defensive Posture - There has been a reciprocal trading of charges regarding the security of
diplomatic missions, but India has refrained from retaliatory economic blockades or aggressive
military posturing.
Refusing Intervention - Despite calls from certain quarters for "neutralizing intervention” to install
a friendly regime, the Indian government has rightly assessed that regime change operations are
fraught with unpredictable risks and lack clear pro-India partners on the ground.
Way Forward
India’s options are limited, but clarity of purpose is essential.
Strategic Patience - India must wait out the electoral turbulence. Reacting impulsively to pre-
election rhetoric may permanently alienate the Bangladeshi public.
Broad-based Engagement - India must diversify its engagement beyond the Awami League. It is
crucial to open channels with the "forces of moderation” within the interim setup and other
political stakeholders to protect Indian interests.
Border Security - Vigilance along the porous border must be heightened to prevent the spillover of
radicals or insurgents, especially given the renewed ISI activity.
Protecting Minorities - India must use international diplomatic forums to pressure the Interim
government to ensure the safety of Hindus and other minorities, making economic aid contingent on
human rights protections.
Conclusion

The situation in Bangladesh serves as a stark reminder that in international relations, there are
no permanent allies, only permanent interests. The shift in Dhaka represents a failure of the "single-
basket” diplomacy where relationships were too heavily invested in one leader. Moving forward,
India’s response must be rooted in temperance rather than activism. The goal should be to prevent
Bangladesh from becoming a launchpad for anti-India security threats while keeping the door open
for economic reintegration once the political dust settles.
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Mains Practice Question
1. "The shifting political landscape in Bangladesh, characterized by rising radicalism and a deepening
China-Pakistan axis, necessitates a recalibration of India’s ‘Neighborhood First’ policy. Critically
analyze the security implications for India and suggest a prudent diplomatic course.” (20 marks)
Answer Guidelines
1. Introduction - Contextualize the crisis - Mention the political vacuum post-Hasing, the weak interim
government, and the upcoming elections. Thesis Statement - The crisis is not just political but a
structural security threat due to the entry of hostile external actors.
2. Body
1. Security & Geopolitical Implications
Internal Security - Rise of Jamaat-e-Islami and the return of ISl influence (first visit since 1989) pose
a threat to India’s Northeast insurgency management (Siliguri Corridor vulnerability).
Strategic Encirclement - Bangladesh’s pivot to China (Yunus's visit, defense ties) weakens
India’s dominance in the Bay of Bengal.
Communal Volatility - Attacks on minorities create pressure on India regarding migration and
border management.
2. Critique of Current Situation & India’s Dilemma
Economic Cost - Disruption to textiles and connectivity projects affects regional integration.
The Intervention Trap - Explain why aggressive intervention (regime change) is dangerous— lack
of pro-India assets and risk of galvanizing anti-India nationalism.
3. The Way Forward (Prudent Course)
Strategic Patience - Avoid reacting to electoral rhetoric; maintain a "wait and watch” approach.
Broad-basing ties - Engage with non-Awami League actors and the interim government to
secure assets.
Leverage Soft Power - Use economic interdependence (textiles, essential goods) as leverage to
ensure minority protection without imposing formal blockades.
3. Conclusion - Summarize that India must move from personality-centric diplomacy (Hasina-focused)
to institution-centric diplomacy. Temperance and border hardening are the immediate keys to riding out
the storm.



