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1. Balancing innovation with women’s digital safety (TH) 
General Studies Paper- GS II (Governance & Social Justice) & GS III (Science and Technology) 
Topic- Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 
Education, Human Resources. 
Sub-Topic- Challenges to internal security through communication networks; Role of media and social 
networking sites in internal security challenges; Ethical AI and Women Empowerment. 
1. Introduction 

Following the India AI Impact Summit 2026, the discourse on Artificial Intelligence has intensified, 
particularly regarding its ethical implications for women's safety. While AI symbolizes rapid innovation, it 
has simultaneously expanded the theatre of violence against women from physical to digital spheres. 
On International Women’s Day (March 8, 2026), the focus is squarely on protecting women's digital rights 
to ensure that technological progress does not become an instrument of disproportionate harm. 
2. Escalating Digital Threats to Women 
The digital environment presents unique challenges that traditional precautionary measures cannot 
address. 
Widespread Harassment- Estimates suggest that 16%–58% of women have experienced some form of 
online harassment, indicating that digital abuse is both borderless and pervasive. 
Anonymity and Integration- Unlike the physical world, digital platforms offer anonymity to perpetrators 
and are deeply integrated into daily life, making escape from harassment difficult. 
Specific Risks- Women are increasingly vulnerable to doxxing, targeted abuse, and persistent online 
stalking. 
3. The Deepfake Challenge and AI Misuse 
Deepfake technology creates false but highly realistic depictions of individuals, posing an existential 
threat to women's digital safety. 
Non-Consensual Imagery- AI tools, such as the recently highlighted Grok AI, have been misused to 
generate non-consensual sexualized images of women. 
Amplification of Harm- In societies already struggling with gender inequality, the easy access to these 
technologies amplifies psychological and social harm. 
4. Underrepresentation of Women in AI Development 
A fundamental cause of gender-insensitive AI is the lack of diversity in its design. 
Professional Gap- According to UNDP data, women constitute only about 22% of AI professionals. 
Leadership Deficit- Less than 14% of senior roles in the AI field are held by women. 
Consequences of Bias- UN Women notes that many deepfake tools are developed primarily by men 
and disproportionately target women, reflecting the narrow perspectives of the development teams. 
The Inclusion Benefit- Research indicates that diverse teams are better equipped to address gender-
specific risks and enable faster removal of harmful content. 
5. Strengthening Legal and Educational Frameworks 
Regulatory and grassroots interventions are critical for ensuring ethical AI. 
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Expedited Content Removal- Recent MeitY notifications mandate that intermediaries remove deepfake 
content within three hours of receiving a takedown notice. 
Enforcement Hurdles- While these guidelines are a step forward, India's existing laws on online abuse 
still face challenges in slow implementation and enforcement. 
Digital Safety Education- Given that one in three internet users are children, schools must introduce 
early education on cyber abuse, AI misuse, and responsible digital behaviour. 
6. Conclusion 

Technological resistance is neither practical nor sustainable in the AI era. Instead, the priority 
must be a "safety-by-design" approach that incorporates women's lived experiences into technological 
innovation. Protecting women's digital safety in 2026 is essential to ensuring they remain equal and 
empowered stakeholders in the digital world. 
Source- https-//www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-
safety/article70712806.ece 
Question 
"The emergence of deepfake technology has transformed online harassment into a potent threat to 
women's digital dignity and privacy. Elucidate the technological and ethical challenges posed by 
deepfakes and suggest a multifaceted strategy to safeguard women in the evolving AI landscape." 
(250 Words, 15 Marks) 
1. Introduction 

In the wake of the India AI Impact Summit 2026, the ethical governance of Artificial Intelligence 
has become a national priority. Deepfakes—AI-generated media that falsely depict individuals—have 
emerged as a primary tool for digital abuse, disproportionately targeting women and challenging the 
existing legal and social frameworks meant to protect their privacy. 
2. Technological and Ethical Challenges 
Non-Consensual Sexualized Imagery- Tools such as Grok AI have been misused to generate non-
consensual sexualized images of women, causing profound psychological and social harm. 
Anonymity and Ease of Access- The digital environment shields perpetrators through online anonymity, 
making deepfake abuse borderless and difficult to trace. 
Gender Bias in Development- Women are severely underrepresented in AI, forming only 22% of 
professionals and less than 14% of senior roles. This lack of diversity leads to the creation of tools that 
overlook gender-specific risks and biases. 
Erosion of Truth- Beyond individual harm, deepfakes undermine the "right to truth," as they make it 
increasingly difficult for the public to distinguish between authentic and fabricated media. 
3. A Multifaceted Strategy for Safeguarding Women 
Strengthening Legal Frameworks- Implementation of strict regulations, such as the MeitY notification 
mandating the removal of deepfake content within three hours of a takedown notice, is essential. 
Incentivizing Diversity in AI- Encouraging greater participation of women researchers and developers 
can ensure that "lived experiences" are incorporated into AI design, promoting "safety-by-design". 
Grassroots Digital Education- Introducing digital safety education in schools to teach children about AI 
misuse, deepfakes, and responsible digital behaviour. 
Technological Safeguards- Developing AI-driven detection tools and watermarking systems to identify 
and neutralize deepfake content at the source. 
4. Conclusion 

On International Women’s Day 2026, it is evident that technological progress must not come at 
the cost of women's safety. A combination of rapid legal response, inclusive technology development, 
and early education is required to ensure that AI serves as a tool for empowerment rather than an 
instrument of digital violence. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-safety/article70712806.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-safety/article70712806.ece
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Source- https-//www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-
safety/article70712806.ece 

2. India–Europe Strategic Partnership and Global Cooperation (IE) 
General Studies Paper- GS II (International Relations) 
Topic- Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s 
interests. 
Sub-Topic- India-Europe relations, Strategic Autonomy, Digital Diplomacy, and Global Peace making. 
1. Introduction 

In March 2026, during the state visit of Finnish President Alexander Stubb, India and Finland 
officially upgraded their bilateral relations to a Strategic Partnership. Discussions held on the sidelines of 
the Raisina Dialogue—India's flagship geopolitical conference—Centered on digitalisation, sustainability, 
and emerging technologies. Significantly, the Finnish President recognized India as a unique global actor 
capable of engaging all major powers, thereby positioning it as a potential peacemaker in an 
increasingly fragmented global order. 
2. The India–Finland Strategic Partnership 
The elevation of ties marks a transition toward technology-led economic cooperation. 
Digitalisation and Innovation 
Telecommunications- Finnish firm Nokia already plays a major role in India, supporting a significant 
share of the nation's 5G infrastructure. 
Emerging Tech- Cooperation is slated to expand into Artificial Intelligence (AI), quantum computing, 
cybersecurity, and advanced digital networks. 
Complementary Strengths- The partnership leverages Finland’s innovation ecosystem and India’s 
massive digital market and scale. 
Sustainability and Green Technology 
Circular Economy- India seeks to adopt Finland’s leadership in clean technologies and sustainable 
economic models. 
Climate Resilience- Collaborative efforts will focus on green energy and sustainable infrastructure to 
support India’s climate commitments. 
Linkage with EU Relations 
Economic Integration- As an EU member, Finland’s partnership strengthens the broader India–EU Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations. 
Supply Chain Resilience- Deepened ties contribute to more stable and secure trans-continental supply 
chains. 
3. India’s Role in a Changing Global Order 
Multipolar Dynamics 
Shift from Unipolarity- The global system is transitioning from US dominance to a multipolar framework 
involving India, China, and the EU. 
Economic Credibility- With a 6–7% growth rate and having lifted 250 million people out of poverty in a 
decade, India’s internal success bolsters its external influence. 
Diplomatic Bridge- India serves as a vital link between the Global North (Western democracies) and the 
Global South (developing nations). 
Multilateral Leadership 
Global Forums- India’s active roles in the G20, BRICS, and Global South Summits reflect its capacity to 
shape international policy debates. 
4. India as a Global Peacemaker 
President Stubb highlighted India's potential to mediate in global conflicts due to its unique diplomatic 
positioning. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-safety/article70712806.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-safety/article70712806.ece
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Strategic Autonomy- India’s refusal to align strictly with geopolitical blocs allows it to maintain open 
channels with diverse actors like the US, Russia, and Europe. 
Dialogue with All Parties- In crises such as the Russia–Ukraine conflict, India is among the few countries 
that can talk to all conflicting parties simultaneously. 
Historical Legacy- India is historically one of the largest contributors to United Nations peacekeeping 
missions. 
Neutral Legitimacy- India’s commitment to South-South cooperation enhances its credibility as a 
neutral mediator. 
5. International Law and Governance Challenges 
The visit brought to light significant concerns regarding the current state of global governance. 
Unilateralism- The Finnish President expressed concerns that certain powers, including the US, 
sometimes act outside traditional international legal frameworks. 
Erosion of Norms- Geopolitical rivalries are weakening the United Nations and established multilateral 
norms. 
India’s Stance- India consistently advocates for a rules-based order rooted in the UN Charter, 
emphasizing respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
6. Conclusion 

The India-Finland Strategic Partnership is a testament to India’s growing strategic influence and 
its pivot toward high-tech, sustainable growth. As international norms face the strain of unilateral 
actions, India’s ability to maintain dialogue across ideological divides positions it as an essential pillar of 
a stable, multipolar world. 
Source- https-//indianexpress.com/article/india/finland-president-alexander-stubb-see-india-as-a-
peacemaker-one-of-the-few-countries-that-can-talk-to-everyone-10568911/ 
Question 
"Analyse the strategic significance of the newly upgraded India–Finland partnership in the context of 
digitalisation and sustainability. To what extent does India’s policy of 'Strategic Autonomy' enhance 
its credibility as a potential global peacemaker?" (250 Words, 15 Marks) 
1. Introduction 
In March 2026, India and Finland elevated their bilateral ties to a Strategic Partnership during President 
Alexander Stubb’s visit to the Raisina Dialogue. This upgrade reflects a shared commitment to digital 
transformation and green growth, while acknowledging India's growing influence as a diplomatic bridge 
in a fractured global order. 
2. Strategic Significance of Digitalisation and Sustainability 
The partnership centres on high-tech cooperation and environmental resilience- 
Telecommunications and 5G- Finland’s Nokia already supports a major share of India’s 5G 
infrastructure, providing a foundation for future digital networks. 
Emerging Technologies- The collaboration extends to cutting-edge fields such as Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), quantum computing, and cybersecurity, where both nations possess complementary strengths. 
Green Transition- Finland’s leadership in circular economy models and clean technologies is vital for 
India’s transition toward sustainable development and climate resilience. 
Link with the European Union- As an EU member, Finland’s deeper engagement strengthens the 
broader India–EU partnership, particularly during Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations. 
3. Strategic Autonomy and Peace-making Potential 
India’s "Strategic Autonomy" is increasingly viewed as an asset for global stability- 
Diplomatic Bridge- India’s ability to engage with diverse actors—from Western democracies to Russia 
and the Global South—allows it to maintain open diplomatic channels during crises. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/finland-president-alexander-stubb-see-india-as-a-peacemaker-one-of-the-few-countries-that-can-talk-to-everyone-10568911/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/finland-president-alexander-stubb-see-india-as-a-peacemaker-one-of-the-few-countries-that-can-talk-to-everyone-10568911/


P.L.RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY                                                                                                                                                   
Building Bureaucrats Since 2006                                                                                                                             
 

5 

 

Credibility through Neutrality- Unlike nations bound by strict geopolitical blocs, India’s balanced 
foreign policy gives it the legitimacy to act as a neutral mediator in international disputes. 
Leadership in Multilateralism- India’s roles in G20, BRICS, and the Global South Summit reflect its 
capacity to bridge the gap between competing global interests. 
Commitment to International Law- India’s consistent advocacy for the UN Charter, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity provides a principled basis for its peace-making efforts. 
4. Challenges in Global Governance 
The partnership also highlights growing concerns over global order- 
Unilateralism- Finland has noted that some powers, including the US, may act outside traditional 
international law frameworks, creating a vacuum that India could help fill through multilateralism. 
Erosion of Norms- Geopolitical rivalries are weakening institutions like the UN, making "peacemaker" 
roles both more difficult and more necessary. 
5. Conclusion 

The India–Finland Strategic Partnership is more than a bilateral agreement; it is a building block 
for a stable, multipolar international system. By combining technological synergy in digitalisation and 
sustainability with its unique role as a diplomatic bridge, India is well-positioned to navigate the 
challenges of the 21st-century global order. 
Source- https-//www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-
safety/article70712806.ece 

3. The Universalisation of Ai (TP) 
General Studies Paper- General Studies Paper III – Science and Technology 
Topic- Developments and applications of Artificial Intelligence. 
Sub-Topic- Impact of emerging technologies on society and economy. 
Introduction 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is transforming economies, industries, and societies across the world. As AI 
technologies become increasingly integrated into daily life, countries must build strong research 
ecosystems, skilled human capital, and robust educational institutions. For India to emerge as a leader 
in the AI era, technological advancement must be supported by quality education, academic integrity, 
and institutional capacity. 
1. Growing Global Importance of Artificial Intelligence 
1. AI is rapidly becoming a foundational technology shaping sectors such as healthcare, finance, 

manufacturing, and governance. 
2. Nations are investing heavily in AI research, innovation ecosystems, and digital infrastructure. 
3. The global race for AI leadership depends on talent development, data resources, and technological 

innovation. 
2. India’s Emerging AI Ecosystem 
1. India has made progress through digital infrastructure expansion, startup ecosystems, and 

technology adoption. 
2. Initiatives such as the India AI Mission and national digital platforms aim to strengthen AI 

development. 
3. The country’s large pool of engineering graduates and technology professionals provides a strong 

foundation for AI innovation. 
3. Role of Higher Education in AI Development 
1. Universities and research institutions are central to training AI professionals and conducting 

advanced research. 
2. Academic institutions must foster interdisciplinary learning, innovation, and ethical research 

practices. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-safety/article70712806.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/balancing-innovation-with-womens-digital-safety/article70712806.ece
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3. Strong collaboration between industry, academia, and government is necessary to build a robust AI 
ecosystem. 

4. Challenges in India’s Higher Education System 
1. Many universities face shortages of faculty, research funding, and advanced infrastructure. 
2. Variations in institutional quality create gaps in research output and technological capability. 
3. Weak academic governance and limited global collaboration can hinder innovation and knowledge 

creation. 
5. Policy Framework and NEP 2020 
1. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasises multidisciplinary education, research 

excellence, and technological integration. 
2. It aims to create flexible academic structures, improved institutional autonomy, and research-

focused universities. 
3. Effective implementation of NEP reforms is essential to prepare students for AI-driven economic 

transformation. 
6. Ethical and Social Considerations 
1. AI raises concerns regarding data privacy, algorithmic bias, and job displacement. 
2. Responsible AI development requires ethical frameworks, transparency, and regulatory oversight. 
3. Education systems must prepare students not only with technical skills but also ethical and societal 

awareness. 
Conclusion 

The universalisation of AI presents both opportunities and challenges for India’s development. 
Strengthening higher education institutions, promoting research excellence, and ensuring ethical 
technological adoption will be crucial for enabling India to compete in the global AI landscape and 
harness the benefits of emerging technologies for inclusive growth. 
Source- https-//dailypioneer.com/news/the-universalisation-of-ai 
UPSC Mains Practice Question 
Q. Artificial Intelligence is emerging as a transformative technology shaping the future of economies 
and societies. Examine the role of higher education institutions in preparing India for the AI era. (250 
words) 
Model Answer 
Introduction 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming industries, governance, and economic systems 
worldwide. As countries compete for technological leadership, the development of AI capabilities 
increasingly depends on strong research institutions, skilled human capital, and innovation ecosystems. 
Role of Higher Education in AI Development 
1. Talent Development 
1. Universities play a key role in producing AI engineers, data scientists, and technology researchers. 
2. Research and Innovation 
1. Academic institutions provide the foundation for advanced research, experimentation, and 

knowledge creation in AI technologies. 
3. Industry–Academia Collaboration 
1. Partnerships between universities and industries help translate research outcomes into practical 

technological solutions. 
4. Interdisciplinary Education 
1. AI requires integration of computer science, mathematics, social sciences, and ethics in education. 
Challenges 
1. Limited Research Infrastructure 

https://dailypioneer.com/news/the-universalisation-of-ai
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1. Many institutions lack advanced laboratories and research funding. 
2. Faculty Shortages 
1. Shortage of qualified faculty affects quality of teaching and research output. 
3. Uneven Institutional Quality 
1. Differences between elite institutions and other universities create skill gaps in the workforce. 
Conclusion 

Preparing for the AI era requires strengthening higher education institutions, research 
ecosystems, and innovation networks. Effective implementation of educational reforms and investment 
in research capacity will enable India to harness AI technologies for economic growth and global 
competitiveness. 
Source- https-//dailypioneer.com/news/the-universalisation-of-ai 

4. A Peculiar Silence in The Heart of Delhi (TT) 
General Studies Paper- General Studies Paper II – International Relations 
Topic- India and its neighbourhood and extended neighbourhood. 
Sub-Topic- India–West Asia relations. 
Introduction 
India’s foreign policy has traditionally been guided by the principle of strategic autonomy, allowing the 
country to pursue independent decisions in international affairs. In an increasingly polarised geopolitical 
environment, particularly in West Asia, India faces the challenge of balancing relationships with multiple 
countries while protecting its national interests. 
 
1. Evolution of India’s Foreign Policy Approach 
1. India historically followed the policy of non-alignment, avoiding formal alignment with major power 

blocs during the Cold War. 
2. In the post-Cold War era, this approach evolved into multi-alignment, where India maintains 

partnerships with diverse countries simultaneously. 
3. Strategic autonomy allows India to engage with competing global powers without entering rigid 

alliances. 
2. India’s Interests in West Asia 
1. West Asia is crucial for India due to energy security, trade, and the presence of a large Indian 

diaspora. 
2. The region supplies a significant portion of India’s oil and gas imports. 
3. Millions of Indian workers in Gulf countries contribute through remittances and economic linkages. 
3. Balancing Relations with Competing Actors 
1. India maintains close relations with Israel, Iran, and Gulf Arab states, despite tensions among them. 
2. Cooperation with Israel focuses on defence technology, agriculture, and innovation. 
3. Relations with Iran remain important for energy supplies and connectivity projects such as Chabahar 

Port. 
4. Diplomatic balancing is necessary to ensure that engagement with one partner does not undermine 

ties with others. 
4. Challenges to Strategic Autonomy 
1. Intensifying geopolitical rivalries may pressure countries to choose sides in regional conflicts. 
2. Aligning too closely with any single bloc could reduce India’s diplomatic flexibility. 
3. Domestic political narratives and international expectations may also influence foreign policy 

decisions. 
5. Importance of Independent Decision-Making 

https://dailypioneer.com/news/the-universalisation-of-ai
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1. Strategic autonomy enables India to protect its national interests while contributing to regional 
stability. 

2. It allows the country to maintain credibility as an independent global actor. 
3. A balanced diplomatic approach helps India preserve long-term partnerships across geopolitical 

divides. 
Conclusion 

Maintaining strategic autonomy remains central to India’s foreign policy in a complex global 
environment. By carefully balancing relations with multiple partners and avoiding rigid alignments, India 
can safeguard its national interests while strengthening its role as an independent and responsible 
global actor. 
Source- https-//www.tribuneindia.com/news/the-great-game/a-peculiar-silence-in-the-heart-of-
delhi/ 
UPSC Mains Practice Question 
Q. Strategic autonomy continues to guide India’s foreign policy in a rapidly changing geopolitical 
environment. Discuss the relevance of this principle in shaping India’s relations with West Asian 
countries. (250 words) 
Model Answer 
Introduction 
Strategic autonomy has been a defining feature of India’s foreign policy since independence. It refers to 
the ability of a nation to pursue independent foreign policy decisions without aligning permanently with 
any major power bloc. In the context of West Asia’s complex geopolitics, this principle remains highly 
relevant for India. 
Relevance of Strategic Autonomy in West Asia 
1. Balancing Diverse Partnerships 
1. India maintains relations with Israel, Iran, and Gulf countries, despite political tensions among them. 
2. Protecting Energy Security 
1. West Asia remains a key supplier of oil and natural gas to India, making stable relations essential. 
3. Safeguarding the Indian Diaspora 
1. Millions of Indians working in Gulf countries contribute through remittances and economic 

engagement. 
4. Maintaining Diplomatic Flexibility 
1. Strategic autonomy allows India to engage with multiple partners without being constrained by 

alliance politics. 
Challenges 
1. Regional Conflicts 
1. Ongoing conflicts and rivalries in West Asia complicate diplomatic balancing. 
2. Pressure from Major Powers 
1. Global powers may expect India to align with their geopolitical positions. 
Conclusion 

Strategic autonomy enables India to pursue a balanced and pragmatic foreign policy in West 
Asia. By maintaining independent decision-making and constructive engagement with all regional 
actors, India can protect its national interests and contribute to regional stability. 
Source- https-//www.tribuneindia.com/news/the-great-game/a-peculiar-silence-in-the-heart-of-
delhi/ 
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