P.L. RAJMAINS Q & A — DAY 90

Pax Silica - India’s Strategic Leap into the Silicon Century

In the landscape of 2Ist-century geopolitics, the struggle for dominance is no longer fought solely
over territory, but over the "physical backbone® of the future - semiconductors, critical minerals, and
Artificial Intelligence (Al). On February 20, 2026, India made a transformative move by officially joining
the Pax Silica initiative. This US-led alliance aims to dismantle China’s monopoly over the high-tech
supply chain and build a new "economic security consensus” among trusted partners.
Pax Silica

Launched in December 2025, Pax Silica is an elite 12-nation declaration—including the US, UK,
Japan, Australia, South Koreaq, Israel, and now India. The term "Pax Silica” (Latin for "Silicon Peace")
suggests a global order where peace is maintained through the collective strength of democratic
technological supply chains.
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The initiative focuses on -

1. Supply Chain Security - Ensuring the steady flow of critical minerals (lithium, cobalt, rare earths)
required for semiconductors and Al hardware.

2. Reducing Dependence - Specifically targeting the “over-concentration” of supply chains in China to
prevent economic coercion.

3. Pro-Innovation Regulation - Moving away from the “paralysis of fear" regarding Al, favoring a
"dynamism of opportunity” driven by the private sector.

India’s Entry - Why Now?

While India was not an original signatory in December, its entry in February 2026 is described by
US Ambassador Sergio Gor as “strategic and essential.” India brings three critical pillars to the table -
Engineering Depth - A massive pool of talent capable of rivaling any global challenger.
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Manufacturing Expansion - India is rapidly scaling its capacity in critical mineral processing and
semiconductor assembly.
The Trust Factor - In a world of "economic blackmail,” India is viewed as a "sovereign and strong” partner
that understands the importance of secure borders and reliable partnerships.

Significance for India

Joining Pax Silica is a masterstroke for India’s Comprehensive National Power (CNP) for several
reasons -
1. Technological Sovereignty - By joining this "trusted club,” India secures access to the "Pax Silica” tech
stack—advanced computing, silicon-based systems, and semiconductor manufacturing technology
that might otherwise be restricted.
2. Countering Economic Coercion - India has often been wary of China’s ability to "weaponize” trade. Pax
Silica provides a collective shield, ensuring that India’s Al and electronics industries are not held hostage
by rare-earth export controls.
3. The "India-UsS Al Opportunity Partnership” - Alongside the declaration, India signed a bilateral
addendum. This focuses on the "physical backbone” of Al—compute and energy. It positions India as a
global hub for Al deployment, moving beyond just software services into hardware and infrastructure.
4. Alignment with Global Goals - It reinforces India’s role in the Quad and the India-US Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership, bridging the gap between New Delhi’s "Make in India” initiative and
Washington’s "Friend-shoring” policy.
Implications for International Relations

India’s move signals a shift toward Strategic Realism in international relations -
The End of Neutrality in Tech - India is signaling that in the "Great Tech Rivalry” between the US and
Chinag, it stands firmly with the "trusted partners” of the West.
A New Economic Architecture - Pax Silica isn't just a trade deal; it's a security architecture. It treats
"supply chain resilience” as a military-grade priority.
De-risking, not Decoupling - The alliance aims to "diffuse intelligence” and place transformative power
in the hands of many, rather than a single over-concentrated power (china).
Conclusion

For a Civil Services aspirant, Pax Silica represents the merging of Foreign Policy, Economy, and
Science & Technology. India’s entry marks the end of its "trade-averse” decade and the beginning of its
journey as a high-tech superpower. By securing the "silicon foundations” of its economy, India is not just
buying leverage; it is building the strength necessary to ensure its own sovereignty in a volatile world. As
the joint statement noted, the risk isn't Al itself, but the "failure to lead it"—and India has now taken its
place in that leadership.
Main Practice Question
1. "Evaluate the strategic significance of India’s entry into the Pax Silica Declaration. How does this

alignment reflect a shift from 'Strategic Autonomy' to ‘Strategic Indispensability’ in the context of the
global Al and semiconductor supply chain?" (35 words)

Answer Guidelines
Define Pax Silica - Explain it as a tech-security alliance (12 nations) focusing on Al and critical minerals
to reduce China-dependence.
Strategic Shift - Analyze how India is moving from "avoiding alliances" (Autonomy) to becoming a
"necessary partner” (Indispensability) due to its engineering talent and processing capabilities.
Key Pillars - Mention the India-US Al Opportunity Partnership, semiconductor “physical backbone,” and
the goal of overcoming "economic coercion.”
Bilateral Context - Link this to the upcoming visit of Marco Rubio and the impending India-US trade deal.
Conclusion - Emphasize that tech-alignment is the new frontier of diplomacy, where economic security
and national sovereignty are inseparable.



