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India’s Strategic Rise   
Introduction 
In the complex theater of 
21st-century geopolitics, 
the narrative of India’s 
ascent has moved from 
a distant possibility to an 
unfolding reality. 
Speaking at the Raisina 
Dialogue 2026, External 
Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar reinforced a 
core tenet of Indian 
foreign policy - India’s 
rise is an organic, self-
determined process. 
Unlike the historical 
precedents of other 
powers, India’s "Peaceful 
Rise" is anchored in its 
own internal strength, 
democratic values, and a 
commitment to global 

stability, rather than the strategic missteps or patronage of other nations. 
India’s Rise vs. The China Model - A Shift in Self-Reliance 

For Civil Services aspirants, it is crucial to understand the "China comparison" often made by Western 
powers. US Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau’s comments at the dialogue—hinting that the 
US would avoid the "mistakes" made with China—underscore a global anxiety regarding rising powers. 
1. Self-Reliance over External Aid - While China’s economic boom was significantly accelerated by 

Western capital and technology transfers in the late 20th century, India’s rise is increasingly defined 
by Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reliant India). India seeks partnerships, not dependency. 

2. The Democratic Difference - India’s rise is perceived as a "lifting tide" for the region because it 
operates within a rules-based international order. Unlike the aggressive posturing often associated 
with China's expansion, India’s strategic autonomy ensures it remains a "Vishwa Mitra" (Friend of the 
World). 

Significance of India's Rise Today 
In a polarized world, a rising India serves as a crucial "balancing power." 

1. Humanitarian Leadership - India’s decision to allow an Iranian naval ship to dock in Kochi during the 
2026 West Asia crisis illustrates its role as a "first responder" and a nation that acts "out of humanity" 
rather than pure cold-war calculus. 

2. Economic Engine - As global supply chains diversify (the "China + 1" strategy), India’s growing 
manufacturing and digital prowess provide the world with a reliable, stable alternative. 

3. Strategic Autonomy - India’s ability to navigate relations with the US, Russia, and Iran simultaneously 
demonstrates a mature foreign policy that prioritizes national interest without joining binary power 
blocs. 

Challenges to the Ascent 
The path to becoming a global pole is not without friction - 

1. Trade Friction - Persistent tariff disputes and the slow pace of trade deals (as seen with the US) can 
hamper economic integration. 
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2. Regional Instability - The intensifying conflict in West Asia and the sinking of vessels like the IRIS 
Dena pose direct threats to India’s energy security and maritime trade. 

3. Internal Structural Gaps - As discussed in economic forums, soil health, subsidy rationalization, and 
the need for a "20-year vision" in R&D remain internal hurdles that must be cleared to sustain the rise. 

The Indian Ocean - India’s Strategic Gateway 
The Indian Ocean is the primary theater where India's rise becomes tangible. As Jaishankar noted, 

India sits "right in the middle" of the ocean named after it. 
1. Net Security Provider - From anti-piracy operations to Disaster Relief (HADR), India ensures the 

safety of the Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs). 
2. The "Lifting Tide" - India’s growth provides an economic umbrella for smaller littoral states in the 

region, fostering collective security and prosperity through the SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in 
the Region) initiative. 

Way Forward 
To ensure the "direction of India’s rise" remains clear, the following steps are essential - 
1. Deepening "Agile" Diplomacy - India must continue to engage in "multi-alignment," bridging gaps 

between the Global North and the Global South. 
2. Technological Sovereignty - Focus on 6G, AI, and Biopharma (as seen in the 2026 Budget) to ensure 

that the "strength" Jaishankar spoke of is technological, not just demographic. 
3. Maritime Modernization - Strengthening the Blue Economy and naval capabilities to safeguard the 

Indian Ocean from external disruptions. 
Conclusion 

India’s rise is an inevitability shaped by its own resilience. By refusing to be a "junior partner" to 
any superpower and by maintaining a human-centric approach to global crises, India is crafting a 
unique model of a Great Power. As the tide of India’s strength rises, it promises to lift not just the nation, 
but the entire Indo-Pacific region toward a more stable and multipolar future. 
 Mains Model Question 
"India’s rise is determined by its own internal strength rather than external patronage or the mistakes of 
others. Critically analyze this statement in the context of India’s strategic autonomy and its role in the 
Indian Ocean Region." (35 words) 
Answer Guidelines  
1. Introduction (Approx. 30–40 words) 

 Quote EAM S. Jaishankar from the Raisina Dialogue 2026 regarding the "direction of India’s rise." 
2. Body  

Paragraph 1 (Internal Strength)  
 Discuss Atmanirbhar Bharat, the 2026 Budget's focus on innovation (Biopharma Shakti), and India's 
digital public infrastructure as the engines of growth. 
Paragraph 2 (Strategic Autonomy)  
 Contrast India’s rise with the China model. Explain how India maintains ties with US, Russia, and Iran 
(e.g., the Kochi docking incident) to serve its own interest. 
Paragraph 3 (Indian Ocean)  
Detail the significance of India's geography. Use the "lifting tide" analogy to describe India’s role as a 
net security provider and its focus on the SAGAR initiative. 

3. Conclusion (Approx. 30–40 words)  
 Summarize that while challenges (trade, regional wars) exist, India’s rise is structural and peaceful, 
contributing to a multipolar world order. 


