
 

 

1. Virli Khandar Excavation - Unveiling Megalithic Cultures - History 
Archaeologists believe the findings at Virli Khandar could significantly contribute to understanding 

megalithic cultures in the region and their broader cultural practices.  The excavation reveals unique 
burial patterns distinct from nearby sites demonstrating regional cultural diversity.  

Key Findings from the Site 
Unique Burial Pattern 
1. The site has a unique burial pattern featuring stone circles with menhirs within them making it a 

composite megalithic structure. 
2. This combination of two burial types distinguishes Virli Khandar from nearby sites.  
3. In contrast, nearby sites such as Pimpalgaon Nipani and Tirota Kheri feature primarily dolmen burials.  
Significant Artifacts 
1. Significant artifacts have been recovered from one of the burials including copper objects such as a 

necklace. 
2. Iron implements like axes, chisels, ladles, and arrowheads demonstrating iron working technology.  
3. Semi-precious stone beads, notably etched carnelian beads showing skilled craftsmanship.  
4. A gold earring reflecting wealth and status differentiation in the community.  
Unique Pottery Cluster 
1. One of the most striking discoveries is a unique cluster of pottery not previously reported in the 

Vidarbha region. 
2. In one burial, nearly 50 pots were found arranged systematically with larger bowls covered by 

inverted bowls. 
3. The pots were carefully placed over a layer of black cotton soil laid above the natural lateritic 

(murum) base. 
4. This systematic arrangement suggests ritual significance and planning in burial practices.  
The Grand Menhir Brisé 
1. The largest surviving menhir, the Grand Menhir Brisé in Brittany, France once stood at 20.6 m tall.  
2. Menhirs at Virli Khandar contribute to understanding megalithic construction across cultures.  

What Are Menhirs? 
Definition and Nature 
1. A menhir is a standing or upright stone which is usually tapered at the top.  
2. It is man-made in that it is sculpted and placed by humans and usually quite large.  
3. Menhirs can either be found alone or as part of a larger complex of prehistoric megaliths, simply 

large stone structures. 
Purpose and Significance 
1. While the exact purpose of many megalithic sites is debated, they likely served ceremonial functions.  
2. The Mutual Megalithic Menhirs in Telangana's Narayan pet district dating back approximately 3,500 

to 4,000 years. 
3. Have been added to tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites from India.  

Iron Age Megalithic Culture in India (c. 1200 BCE - 300 CE) 
Characteristics 
1. It represents significant archaeological phase in India marked by use of iron technology.  
2. Distinctive burial practices involving large stones (megaliths) reflecting sophisticated understanding 

of monument construction. 
3. It is found across Peninsular India especially Deccan Plateau, South India (Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 

Andhra Pradesh). 
4. Vidarbha (Maharashtra) and Eastern India (Odisha) show strong megalithic presence.  
Types of Megalithic Burials 
Sepulchral (Burial) Monuments 



 

 

1. Stone circles providing circular ritualistic space.  
2. Dolmens functioning as table-like structures for burials. 
3. Cists serving as stone-lined graves. 
4. Menhirs functioning as upright memorial or boundary stones.  
5. Cairn circles consisting of heaps of stones marking burials.  
Non-Sepulchral/Memorial 
1. Cenotaphs representing symbolic burials without bodies.  

Key Features of Megalithic Culture 
Iron Technology 
1. Extensive use of iron tools and weapons like axes, spearheads, and arrowheads.  
2. Marks transition from Bronze Age to Iron Age demonstrating technological advancement.  
Pottery 
1. Black-and-red ware (BRW) is characteristic pottery often found in burials with grave goods.  
2. Represents sophisticated ceramic technology. 
Grave Goods 
1. Objects buried with dead include iron tools, copper ornaments, and beads.  
2. Reflecting status differentiation suggesting hierarchical social structures.  
3. Indicating belief in afterlife and need for possessions in next world.  
Skeletal Remains 
1. Extended or secondary burials suggest different burial practices and beliefs.  
2. Sometimes absent due to preservation issues in soil conditions.  

Significance for Understanding Past 
Cultural Insights 
1. Virli Khandar excavation provides insights into Iron Age social organization and ritual practices.  
2. Composite burial structures suggest cultural borrowing or regional variations in practices.  
3. Systematic pottery arrangement indicates organized religious or familial ceremonies.  
Archaeological Importance 
1. Adds to understanding of megalithic distribution across India.  
2. Contributes to regional archaeological chronology and cultural mapping.  

Conclusion 
Virli Khandar excavation demonstrates richness of megalithic cultures in Iron Age India.  Unique 

burial patterns and significant artifacts contribute to understanding regional cultural practices.  
Continued research and preservation of megalithic sites essential for understanding India's ancient 
civilizations. 
Source - https -//indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/vidarbha-megalithic-excavation-virli-
khandar-maharashtra-10654151/ 
 
 


